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Reader ; 


F 'Arguments --7ght induce Chriftians to» 
Peace, 'twere enough to ſay, nothing 1s more 
expreſly required than Chriftian Concord 
by our Lord Teſus, or more. commended 

from its heavenly Original and happy Fruits ; 


nor ſcarce any thing more warned againſt as ob- 


ftruiting the Kingdom of Chrift, advantaptous' 
to Satan's Intereſt, deſtruttive to Religion, yea 
Civil Society, repugnant to the very Deſign and 
Spirit of the Goſpel, with the mutual uſeful- 
neſs of Men, than untharitable and dividing 
Contentions be: The only reaſon that can be 
ſuggefted to acquit ſuch Contenders from notori- 
ous Guilt muſt be. that it's for the Faith of the 
Goipel that they contend. But it's worth our 
ſerious thoughts, that as even this canuot excuſe 
a rigid, cenſorions, envenom'd Spirit, '0r \utt= 
hallowed Methods in our Struggles for Truth; 
Jo no other than. a dire&t Oppoſition: to the | 
Eſſentials 'of ſome - pRm—— Article car 
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warrant Diviſions, or refuſals of Communion 


on the account of meer difference in the Faith, 
provided Afent to no real Error is impoſed on 
5 as a Term of Union. 

It's too obvious to require Proof, that if 4 
direct Oppoſition to what is not fundamental 
or to whatever remotely belongs to all whic 
zs ſo; nay further, if oppoſing by denied Con- 
ſequences what 4s of the Eſſence of any funda- 
mental Article of Faith, be' a warrant for Se- 
paration of Minifters and Churches from each 
other, then the inſtituted Rules of Chriftian 
Fellowſhip do not oblige us: the approved In- 
ſtances of Communion in the New Teſtament 
Churches ought to be condemned, and all the 
Churches of Chrift muft daily be more and more 
rended by Non-communion and dividing Ani- 
moſities, until the Catholick Church loſe all 
ſew of Unity, of be reduced to a fingle Con- 
gregation (and that but for an uncertain mo- 
ment) even when vaſt numbers of Chriſtian 
Societies proclaim the Advancement of our 
Saviour's Conqueſt. 

Nor is their Folly leſs apparent, who for ex- 
cufe of this ſurmiſe that every Error which 
they ought to reftify in themſelves, and by juſt 


| methods to reform in' others, is a bar to Com- 


munion ;, or Jets that Separation 1s one of thoſe 
juſt Methods in the caſe fore-mentioned, eſpe- 
cially towards ſuch over whom they pretend 10 no 


Authority. O when will Men ſee that Chrift's - 


Royal Prerogative is aſſumed, when ever other 
Terms of, or Bars to Communion are invented 


than what he hath expreſly made ſuch, and 
that in a matter wherein his own Hoenour _ 
his 
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his People's Intereft are concerned next to tht 

of Union with hinſelf ! | 
2. But alas ! in contempt of Rules ſo neceſſart- 
| to the Charches Peace, many Ages are filled with 
| Inftances. of aſſuming a right -to account him 
4x for a Heathen who differs but in Trifles, and 
cannot pronounce their very Phraſes, tho ſcrupled 


becauſe abuſed to ſupport an Error, and the 
Truth deſigned by them t5 moft expreſly owned : - 
ing* 0 thwarting a Chriſtian Temper. that 


a thing* | 
altus 27d Bazil profeſs they would break 
oe who refuſed the word 5pun3s, ſo they 
| would by any words declare their foundneſs in 
| the Dottrine of the Trinity; and yet that word 
_ had been adjuſted by not a few particular Au- 
| thors, but the great Council of Nice; 1. appo- 
3 ſition to the Hereſy of Arius. I ſcruple not to 
> ſay, an Antichriſtian Spirit moft effeftually ex- 
 finguiſheth the like Moderation, and ſuch Im- 
es entrufted with the Secular Sword, world 
uſe it as they do ther Eccleſiaſtical, however 
4 they condemn Severity while themſelves are not 
the Perſecators. | 
That there have been of late years great Di- 
viſions among the Difſenters is too. publickly 
know ;, I had rather ſhare in the Imputation of 
an Acceſſory, than perpetuate them by the fulleft 
Vindication, hoping that a calm Seaſon will 
better fit all of us 10 reflect, and repent of oft 
has  Faultincs,; eſpecially the Unchriſtian manage- 
| ment of our Debates, and for. which we have 
| -. great reaſon to pray God would not ſignally cou- 
| tend hereafter. | G 
j 2 But bleſſed be the Name of our God, that 
3 er we be quite devoured by-each other, a fit 
A 3 occa- 
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occaſiq 15 miniftred for our healing; and tho 
ſelf-prejervation hath been my work ever fince ; 
my temperate Confutation of Dr. Criſp, ( and ' 3 
then too) none will wonder TI take hold of this ; 
Opportunity to evidence that further Conteſts 


will be inexcuſable : nor is it a hard Province 7 
when the united Miniſters and Congregational 
Brethren have ſo far acquitted themſelves : | 
The firſt by ſundry former Accounts (gud now 


more enlarged from any word in which\[icannot 
ſuſpe& two will differ) of their Viflth 
from Errors © concerning. the Satisfaghion of 
Chrift, and Juſtification, which are the only 
Points objefted. The laft by their Declaration 
againſt Antinomian Errors, for which I am 


too thankful to remark its Stings 5 and had 4 
:t come out before my Poſtſcript, 1 durft not CS. 
have repreſented their Judgment by the Con- Tx 


ſequences of their Objettions (however natural ) 
as in ſome few things is done. That the God 
of Peace would give us Peace, 15 the unfeigned 
Prayer of | 
Thy Servant in the Goſpel, and Bro- 
ther in the Kingdom and Patience 
of our Lord Jeſus, 


Daniel Williams. 


———I—_— 


Note, The Edition of the Works of Socinys, &c. 
ro which I refer, 1s that printed in Folio at Jreno- 
poli, 1656. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


S the too viſible Progreſs of Antine- 
mianiſm grieved us, and obliged our 
Defence of the Truth, and a Goſpel- 
Miniſtry : ſo we mult rejoice in the 
Congregational Minifters Declaration againſt 
Antinomian Errors, well knowing the in- 
feted will more regard the Judgment of 
theſe Brethren, becauſe of their Agteement 
with them in matters of Church-Diſcipline. 
We are ſorry they were not alittle ſooner 
prevailed with to give this. Teſtimony ; for 
then we had not been forced in the Anſwer to 
the Report, to hint ſome of the Reaſons indu- 


_ Cing us to think many of them eſpouſed; and 


the generality of them in this' City too much 
countenanced Antinomianiſm, with its open 
Abettors. Nor dare we indulge a Temper 
ſo deviliſh, as for Party-lake to repine at theſe 


Brethren acquitting themſelves from thoſe im- 


puted Errors: But on the contrary, we glad- 
ly endeavour to procure Peace by this Decla- 
ration of theirs ; for which deſirable end, we 
ſhall overlook all the Reflections contained 
therein againſt us; and not refuſe to acquit 
our ſelves orice more from all hurtful Errors 
concerning Chriſt's Satusfattion, and our Tufti- 
fication ( altho. fo fully and often done here- 

A4 tofore, 
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tofore, that-our Brethrens Inſinuation to the 
contrary doth not a little ſurprize us) and, 
Which is principally aimed at, we hope it will 
appear, that in all that's material, both our 
Brethren agree with us in our Teſtimony 
againſt Antinomianiſm; and we agree with 
them in a diſapproval of the other Extreams, 
To evidence which we ſhall repeat, 1. Our 
Teſtimony againſt Dr, Criſp's Errors, when 
lo many were indangered by his reprihted 
Pooks, 2. Some part of our former Decla- 
rations againſt Popifh, Socinian and\ Arminian 
Errors, when our Brethren accuſed us thereof 
for ſubſcribing the foreſaid Teſtimony againſt 
Criſpiamſm. 3. Welhall give an account of 


our . Congregational Brethrens Declaration 


againſt Antinomian Errors. 4, We (tall evi- 
dence that this taken together and examined 
with Candor, ought to be acknowledged a 
ſufficient Vindication of the Approvers there- 
of from all hurtful Antinomian Errors. 5. We 
ſhall add our further Teſtimony. againſt Er- 
rors about Chriſt's Satisfaction ard Juſtifi- 
cation. If Peace at leaſt muſt not be allowed 
us after this, we muſt bewail a judicial ſtroke, 
ard expe to be deſpiſed by ſuch who per- 
ceive our common hurt from theſe Debates, 
but have not Judgment to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the injured Seekers of Peace, and the 
wjurious Fomenters of Trouble. 
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CHAP. Lk 


The State of Truth and Errors (ſubſcribed 
by near fifty of us). drawn up and pub-. 
liſhed by Mr, Williams, in a Book called, . 
Goſpel- Truth ſtated and vindicated, , 
firſt Edition ' Anno 16, 1692: 


Truth 1. FT is certain from God's Decree: 
of. Ele&tion, that the Ele ſhall 
in time be juſtified, adopted, and faved in: 
the way God hath = 7 ry ; and the. whole 
meritorious Cauſe and Price of: Juſtification, . 
Adoption, and. Eternal Life, were: perfeR;. 
when Chriſt fniſhed the Work of Satisfatt-- 
on.. Nevertheleſs, the Ele& remain Children» 
of, Wrath, and ſubjet to Condemnation, ti 
they are effeQually called by the. Operation; 
of the Spirit. | 
Error. The Ele&k are at' no time of their: 
Lives under the Wrath of God, nor are they- 
fubje& to Condemnation if they ſhould die- 
before they believe ; yea, when they are un>- 
der the Dominion of Sin, and in the Practice- 
of the grofſeſt Villanies, they are as much: 
the Sons of God, and - juſtified, as the very, 
Saints in Glory... _ | | 
Truth 2. Tho our Sins were imputed. to 
Chriſt with reſpe&t.to the Gwlt- thereof,  ſo- 
that he, by the. Father's. Appointment, and 
lis.own Conſent; became obliged; as Media-. 


A I; for, 
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tor, to bear the Puniſpments of our Iniquities ; 
and he did bear thoſe Puniſhments to*the full 
Satisfattion of Fuftice, and to our actual Re- 
miſſion when we believe ; nevertheleſs, the - 
Filth of our Sins' was not laid upon Chriſt ; 
nor can he be called the Tranſzrefſor, or was 
he in God's account the Blaſphemer, Murde- 
rer, &c. | | 
Error. God did not only impute the Guilt, 
and lay the Puniſhment of the. Sins of the 
Ele&t upon Chriſt; but he laid all the very 
Sins of the Ele& upon . Chriſt, and that, as 
to their real Filthineſs and Loathſomneſs;, yea, 
Þ., that Chriſt was really the: Blaſphemer, 
Murderer, and Sinner, and f{o accounted by 
the Father. 
Truth 3. The Atonement made by Chrif, 
by the Appointment of God, is that for 
ich alone the Elect are pardoned, when it 
& applied to them. But the Elect are not 
mmumediately pardoned upon Chriſt's being 
appointed to {uffer for them, nor as ſoon as 
Atonement was made; nor is that At of 
lying Sins on Chriit, God's forgiving Ac, 
by which we are perſonally diſcharged. 
Error. The very A of God's laying Sins 
on Chriſt upon the Crols, is the very attral 
* diſcharge of all the Elect from all their Sins. 
Truth 4. An Ele& Perſon ceaſeth not tg be 
a Sinner upon the laying of our Sins upon 
Chriſt ;, that is, he remains a-Sinner, as to the 
- Guilt, till he believes, if Adult. He is a Sin- 
ner, as to the Filth of Sin, till he be ſanQtr- 
fed. He is a Sinner, as to the charge of the 
fnful Fa# he commits, and that even after 
: | Pardon 
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Pardon and Sanctification : Neyertheleſs, he 
is free from the Cxrſe when he is pardoned; 
and ſhall be purged from all the Filth of Sin 
when he is perfe& in Holineſs. And tho 
Chriſt did bear the Puniſhment of our Inj- 
quity, yet it never was Chriſt's Iniquity, but 
OUS. 

Error, The Ele& upon the Death of Chriſt 
ceaſed to be Sinners, and ever ſince their Sins 
are none of their Sins, but they are the Sins 
of Chrift. | 

Truth 5. The Obligation of ſuffering for 
our Sins was upon Chriſt, from his -under- 
. taking the Office of .a Mediator, to the mo- 
ment wherein he finiſhed his ſatisfatory A- 
tonement. The Puniſhment of our. Sins lay 
upon Chriſt from the firſt moment, to the 
laſt of his ſtate of Humiliation, 

Error. The time when our Sins were laid 
attually on Chriſt, was when he was nailed to 
the Croſs, and God actually forſook him ; 
and they continued on him #4! his Relur-. 
rection. | 

Truth 6. Tho. God teſtified his threatned 
Tndignation againſt Sin, in the awful Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt's Soul and Body in his Agony, 
| and ſuſpended thoſe delightful Communica- 
tions of the Divine Nature to the Human 
Nature of Chriſt, as to their wonted De- | 
grees; yet God was never ſeparated from 
Chriſt, much leis during his Boay's lying in 
the Grave; neither was the Father ever dif- 
pleaſed with Chriſt, and far leſs did he ab- 
gt becaule of the F ilthineſs of Sin upon 


Errov, 
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Error. Chriſt was on the account of the 
Filthineſs of Sins, while they lay upon him, 
feparated from God, odious to him, and even 
the Obje&t of God's Abhorrence, and this to.- 
the time of his Reſarrection. | 

Truth 7, The Mediatorial Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt is ſo imputed to true Believers, as 
that for the ſake thereof they are pardoned 
| and accepted unto Life eternal ; it being 
reckoned to them, and woes by them tor 
theſe Uſes, as if they had perſonally done 
and ſuffered what Chriſt did as Mediator for 
them, whereby they are delivered from the 
Curſe, and no other Atonement nor meritin 
Price of ſaving Benefits can be demande 
from them. Nevertheleſs, this Mediatorial 
Righteouſneſs is not fabjectively in them ; 
nor is there a Change of Perſon betwixt 
them and Chriſt, neither are they as righte- 
eus as he; but there, remain Spots and Ble- 
miſhes in hem, until Chritt by his Spirit per- 
&<& that Holineſs begun in all true Believers, 
which he will effe& before he bring them to 
Heaven. See the 2d Truth, and note, it us 
only Dr, Criſp's Change of Perſon ts denied, viz. 
a perfeft Change which makes us a5 righteous 
4s:he,, &c. but -not Chriff's dying in our ftead, 
which in this Book is oft aſſerted. 

Error. Every Believer, or ele& Perſon, is 
as. righteous as Chriſt, and there is a perfect 
Change of Perſon and. Condition: betwixt 
Chriit and the Elet ; he was what: we are, 
WL. as. linful as. we; and we are what he 
was, uz. perfectly holy, and. without Spot. ot 


Truth; 


X 
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Truth 8. I ſhalt expreſs it in the words of 
the Aſſembly. The Grace of God is: mam- 
felted in the ſecond Covenznt, in that he freely 
provideth, and offereth to Sinners a Mediator, 
and Life and Salvation by him, requiring 
Faith as the Condition to intereſt them in 
him ; promiſeth and giveth his holy Spirit to 
all his Ele& to work in them that Faith, 
witlr all other ſaving Graces and- to enable 
them unto all Obedience, as the Evidence 
of the Truth of their Faith and Thankful- 
neſs to God, and as the way which he hath 
appointed them to Salvation. * 

Note, Reader, that theſe Divines do here 
join together the Covenant of Redemption with 
Chrift, and the Goſpel-Covenant whereby are 
diſpenfed to us the, Benefits impetrated by Chrift; 
_ two: diſeinguiſhed would lead to clearer 
thoxghts. | * 

Error, The Covenant of Grace hath no 
Condition to be performed on Man's part, 


tho im the ſtrentgh of Chriſt: Neither is. 


Faith it ſelf th: Condition of this Covenant; 
but all the ſaving Benefits of this Covenant, 
are actually ours before we are born: Nei- 
ther are we required ſo much as to believe, 
that we may come to have an Intereſt in the- 
Covenant-Benefits. 


Truth 9. 1 ſhall expreſs this in the words of 
the Aſſembly, and Congregational Elders at the- 


Savoy ( Confeſ. of Faith, ch, 14. 2. & Decla- 
rat. Ch. 14. a. 2. of ſaving Faith :) By this: 


Grace, a Chriſtian believeth to be true what-, 


ever is revealed in the Word, folſſthe Autho- 
rity of - God. ſpeaking therein; and —_ 
AKC 
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differently upon that which each particular 
Paſſage thereof containeth ; yielding Obe- 
dience to the Commands, trembling at the 
T hreatnings, and embracing the Promiſes of 
God for this Life, and that which is to come. 
But the principal Acts of ſaving Faith, are 
accepting, receiving, and reſting upon Chriſt 
alone for Juſtification, Santtification, and 
Eternal Life, by virtue of the Covenant of 


_ Grace, 


Error. Saving Faith is nothing but our 
Perſuafion, or abſolute' concluding within 
our ſelves, that our Sins are pardoned, and 
that Chritt is ours. 

Truth 10. Chriſt is freely offered to be a 
Head and Saviour to the vileft Sinners, who 
will knowingly aſſent to the Truth of the 
Goſpel, and from a Conviction of their Sin 


' and Miſery out of Chriſt, are humbled, and 


truly willing to renounce all their Idols and 
Sins; denying their own carnal Self and Me- 
rits, and accept of Chriſt as offered in the 
Goſpel; relying on him alone for Juſtifica- 
tion, Sanctification, and Eternal Life. 

Error. Chriſt is offered to Blaſphemers, 
Murderers, and the «worſt of Sinners, that 
they remaining ignorant, unconvinced, un- 
humbled, and reſolved in their purpoſe to 
continue ſuch, they may be afſured they have 
a full Intereſt in Chriſt, and this by ozly 
concluding in their own Minds upon this 
Offer, that Chriſt is theirs. _ 

Truth 11. Every Man is without Chriſt, or 
not «aaitredo Chriit, until he be effectually 
call& :; but when by this Call the Spins oX 

© 
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God. enclineth and enableth him willingly to 
accept of Chriſt as a Head and: Saviour, a 
Man becomes anited to him, and Partaker of 
thoſe Influences and Privileges which are pe- 
culiar to the Members of the Lord Jeſus. 

Error. All the Elect are actzally united to 
Chriſt, before they have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
or at all believe in him, even before they are 
born; yea, and againit their Wull. 

Truth 12. Tho Faith be no way a meri- 
torious Cauſe of a Sinner's Juſtihcation, yet 
God hath promiſed to juſtify all ſuch as truly 
believe, and requires Faith as an indiſpenſible 
Qualification in all whom he will juitify for 
Chritt's Merits; declaring, that Unb-lict 
ſhall not only hinder Mens know:7g that they 
are juſtified, but that it 1s a bar to any-Per- 
ſon's being juſtified while he continues an Un- 
beltever. | : 

Error. The whole uſe of Faith in Juſtifica- 
tion, is only to manifeft that we were juſtified 
before; and Faith is no way neceſlary to 
bring a Sinner into a juſtified State, nor at 
all- uſeful to that end. 


In a Digrefſion there about Repentance 
i5 added. 
Truth. Altho neither Faith nor Repentance 
be any part of 'the meriting Righteouſneſs 
for which we are juſtified, and the Habits of 
both are wrought at the ſame time, and in- 
cluded in the kegenerating Principle; and 


there muſt be an afſenting A& of Faith be- 


fore there be any exerciſe of true Repentance : 
And Repentance as. conliiting in the fruits 
meer 


16 Peace with Trath. 


meet for it, viz. an external Reformation - 
aud a fruitful Life, muſt follow Pardon, as 
doth alſo an ingenuous Sorrow for Sin in the 
ſenſe of Pardon : Nevertheleſs, Repentance, 
as it conſiſts in ſome degree of Humblings 
and Sorrow from Convictions of our loſt 
State, and the Evil of Sin, with a ſincere pur- 
poſe of Heart to turn from our Sin and Idols 
to God, is abſolutely neceſſary in. order to 
the forgiveneſs of Sin. 
Error, Our Sins. are forgiven before any 
Repentance; and Believers ought not to com- 
lain, or mourn, or ſorrow for the Sins they. 
ve committed.. 


Truth 13. Tho neither Holineſs, ſincere. 
Obedience, or good Works, do make any. 
Atonement for Sin; or are in the leaſt the 
meritorious Righteouſneſs whereby Salvation is. 
cauſed, or for. which: this, or any Bleiling. 
becomes due to us as of -Debt ;, yet. as the 
Spirit of Chriſt freely worketh all Holineſs, 
in the Soul, and enableth us to ſincere. Obe-. 
dience and good Works ; ſo the Lord Jeſus. 
hath of Grace, and for his own Merits pro- 
miſed to bring to Heaven ſuch as are Par-- 
takers of true Holineſs, perform this ſincere. 
Obedience, and do theſe good Works perſe- 
veringly, and appoints thele as the Way and: 
Means of a Believer's obtaining Salvation, 
and ſeveral other Bleſſings 3 requiring theſe - 
as indiſpenſible Duties. and Qualificatioys of. 
all ſuch whom he will fo ſave and bleſs, and. 
excluding all that want or negle& them, . or. 
live under the: Power. of. what's. a 4 

ere; - 
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thereto, viz. Profaneneſs, Rebellion, and utter 
Unfruitfulnels = 

Error. Men have nothing to do in order to 
Salvation, nor 1s Sanctification a jot the way 
of any Perſon to Heaven ; nor can the Graces 
or Duties of Bel:evers, no, nor Faith it ſelf 
do them the lzaft Good, or prevent the leaſt 
Evil; nor are they of any-uſe to their Peace 
or Comfort; yea, tho Chriſt be explicitely 
owned, and they be done in the ſtrenzth of 
the Spirit of God. And a Believer ought not 
to think he is more pleaſing to God by any 
Grace he aceth, or Good he doth; nor may 
Men expett any Good to a Nation by the Hu- 
miliation, earneſt Prayer, or Reformation of 
a People. 

Truth 14. Tho we ought to intend God's 
Glory as our ſapream End'in all cur Duties, 
and deſign therein the expreſiing our Love 
and Gratitude to God for his Benefits, with 
a great regard to publick Good :-Yet we alſo 
lawfully may. and ought to ſtrive after Grace, 
grow in it, and perform holy Duties and 
Services, with an Eye to, and Concerr for our 
own ſpiritual and eternal aongy 

. Error, No Man ought to propoſe to himſelf 
any Advantage by any Religious Duty he 
performeth, nor ought he in the /eaft to intend 
the Profit of his own Soul by any Chriſtian 
Endeavours; it being vain and unlawful to 
do any thing with an Eye to our ſpiritual 
or eternal Good, tho in Subordination to God's 
Glory in Chriſt. 

Truth 15. The ordinary way whereby a 
Man attaineth a well-grounded Aſſurance, 1s 

not 
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not by immediate objective Revelation, or | 


an inward Voice ſaying, Thy Sins are for- 
given thee: But when the Believer is exa- 
mining his Heart and Life by the Word, the 
holy Spirit enl;ghrens the Mind there to diſ- 
cern Faith, and Love, and ſach other Qua- 
lifications which the Goſpel declareth to be 


infallible ſigns of Regeneration : And he adds ; 


ſuch Power to the Teſtimony of Conſcience 
for the Truth and In-being of theſe Graces, 
as begets in the Soul a joyful ſenſe of its re- 
conciled State; and ſome comfortable free- 
dom from thoſe Fears which accompany a 
doubting Chriſtian ; and according to the Evi- 
dence s theſe Graces, Aſſurance 1s ordinarily 
ſtrong or weak. 

Error. Aſſurance is not attained by the 


Evidence of - Scripture-Marks or Signs of 


Grace, or by the Spirit's diſcovering to us 
that he hath wrought in our Hearts any holy 
Qualifications: But Afſurance comes only by 
an inward Voice of the Spirit ſaying, Tyy 
Sins are forgiven thee, and our believing 
therenpon that our Sins are forgiven. 

Truth 16, The Sins of Believers have the 
loathſomneſs of Sin adhering to them, which 
God ſeeth, and accounteth the Commitrers 
guilty thereby : and they ought to charge 
themſelves therewith, ſo as to ſtir up them- 
ſelves to Repentance, and renew their Actings 
of Faith on Chriſt for Forgiveneſs. Never- 
th-leſs, they onght not thereby to fear their 
being out of a juſtified Szate, further ' than 
their Falls give them ju/# caule of ſuſpecting 
that Sin hath Dominion over them 5 and we 

| their 
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, } their #7/ believing on Chriſt was not ſin- 
- A cere. | 

"FF Error, God ſeeth no Sin in Believers, tho he 
. 4 ke the Fa&; neither doth He charge them with 
\ 4 any Sin; nor ought they to charge themſelves 
 # with any Sin, nor be at all ſad for them ; nor 
. 4 confeſs, repent, or do any thing as a Means 
. | of their Pardon; no, nor in order to aſſuring 
\ 2 themſelves of Pardon, even when they commit 
$ Murder, Adultery, or the groſſeft Wickednels. 

* Truth 17, It's true of Believers, that if 
 ? Sin ſhould have Dominion over them, they 

; would thereby be ſabje&t to Condemnation : 
' | And tho the Grace of God will prevent the 
Dominion of Sin in every elect Believer, and 
{o keep them from eternal Death ; yet true 
Believers may by Sin bring great hyrt upon 
themſelves in Soul and. Body, which they 
| ought to fear; and they may expe& a ſhare 
in National Judgments, according as they 
have contributed to common Guilt. 

Error. The groſſeft Sins that Believers can 
commit,” cannot do them the /eaft harm; nei- 
ther ought they to fear the leaſt hurt by their 
i own Sins, nor by National Sins; yea, tho 
{ themſelves have had a hand therein. 

3 Truth 18. Tho God is not fo angry with 

his People for their Sins, as to ca{t them out 
2 of his Covenant-favour ; yet by their Sins he 
is ſo diſpleaſed, as for them to correct his 
{ Children, tho he ſpeaks [n/truttions by his 
6 Rebukes. . 

Error, None of the Afﬀflictions of Believers 
have in them the leaſt of (3ud's Diſpleaſure 
againſt their Perſons for. their Sins. 


Truth 


UMI 
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Truth 19. Tho the preſent fincere Holineſs 
of Believers be not perfeR, according to the? 
Precepts of the Word ; nor valuable by the 
Sanftion of the Law of Innocency ; nor any | 
Atonement for cur Defe&s; and we /ti need F 
Forgiveneſs and the Merits of Chriſt, for; 
Acceptance thereof; yet as far as it prevails.Jh; 
it's lovely in it ſelf, and pleaſing tv God, and Ft; 
is not Dung or Filth. 

Error. The greateft Holineſs in Believers, 
tho wrought in them by the Holy Ghoſt, is 3 
—_ Dung, Rottenneſs and Filthineſs as in} 
rem. 4 

Truth 20.. Goff hong is when the} 
Meſſengers of Chriſt do publiſh to fallen 1: 


Sinners the good News of Salvation by 
Chriit, to be obtained in the way which he 
hath appointed in his Word, freely offering 7 


Salvation on his Terms, earneſtly perſwading 
and commanding Men in the Name of Chrit, | 
to comply with thoſe Terms, as ever they 
would efcape the Miſery they are under, and 
poſſeſs the Benefits he hath purchaſed ; di- 
reQing all to look to him for Strength, and 
acknowledg him as the only Mediator, and 
his Obedience and Sufferings as the ft 
Atonement for. Sin, and meriting Cauſe of all 
Bleſlings;, inſtructing them in all revealed 
Truth, and by Goſpel-Motives, urging them 
to obey the whole Will of God, as a Rule 
of Duty, but «ſpecially to be ſincere and up- 
right, preſling after Perfection. 

Error, Goſpel-Preaching is to teach Men 
they were 4s much pardoned, and as accepta- 


ble to God always, as when they are 'regene- 
rate; 
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eſsFate; and while they were ungodly, they had 
heFhe ſame Interelt in God and Chriſt as when 
&FFhey believe ; neither can Sin any way hin- 
1y Kder their Salvation, cr their Peace ; nor have 
<4 Fthey any thing to do to further either of tham, 
fChriſt having done all- for them, and given 
'thimſelf to them, before any holy Qualifica- 
tion or Endeavour. | 

4 Truth 21, Legal Preaching is to preach 
S,ffthe Law as a Covenant 'of Innocency, or 
15 3Works; or to preach the oſaick or Jewiſh 
1-] Covenant of Peculiarity : But it is not Legal 
i Preaching, to require and per{wade to Faith, 
Holineſs or Duties, by Promiſes and T hreat- 
nivgs, according to the Grace of the Goſpel, 
Y | ard dire&t Men to fear and hope accordingly. 
ef Error, Legal Preaching is to call People 
g to at any Grace, or do any Duty, us a re- 
8 | quired Means of Salvation, or inward Peace ; 
, 
y 
d 


or to threaten them with Death, or any 

Afiction, to cauſe Fear if they commit the 
a | grofſelt Sins, and backſlide, and fall away ; 
-| or to promiſe them any Bletling upon their 
1 3 Obedience to the Commandments of Chritt, 
1 $ or urge the T hreatnings, to perſwade Sinners 
to believe and repent. 
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CHAP. Il. 


A Renunciation of ſundry Errors, Anno} 
1696. 4 Paper called, The ſecond} 
Paper, 1696, A Propoſal made by us, 


1697. 


Altho we hoped the Caution uſed in the'3 

foreſaid Stare of Truth and Error, would } 
prevent the Imputation of Socinianſm, and } 
other hurtful Errors; yet finding our Bre-| 
thren diſſatisfied, we ſubſcribed with them, } 
Anno 1692. ( about ſeven Months after the} 


State of Truth was publiſhed ) certain DoRri- 


nal Propoſitions collected out of the Aſſembly's 
Confefhon, Which we printed Ano 1693. 


with this Title, An Agreement in Doftri- 
nals, &c. but that _ too long to be here 
inſerted, we ſhall confine our ſelves to the 
more material Parts of what further Account 
we have given of our Judgment concerning 
the DoCtrines of Satisfattion and Fuftifica- 
tion, Which may be ſeen at large in our 
Anſwer to the Report, p. 3, 11, 27, 33, Cc. 
Anno 1694. In a Paper ſent to our Congre- 
gational- Brethren it's thus declared : | 
We the wnited Minifters in and about 
London, do renounce and teſtify againſt theſe 
following Opinions, 
"x. That there is no definite number of Per- 


ſons eletted from all Eternity, whom God 
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& will by his appointed Means certainly ſave, 
E and bring to Eternal Life; leaving the reſt 
8 who fall under a juſt Condemnation for their 
CO and Actual Sins, eſpecially for their 


Neg 
vation. 
2. That Chriſt died equally for all Men, 


e&t and Contempt of the Means of Sal- 


a 


# not intending the final Salvation of ſome more 
{ than others. | 


'3. That Men have in their own Power, by 


] the uſe of the natural Faculties of their Rea- 
7 fon and Will, unagiſted by the ſpecial Light 
2 and Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, to perform all 

4 that is neceſſary to Salvation; or that his 
{ ſpecial efficacious Light and Grace is not ne- 
8 cefſary to their Converſion, Perſeverance, 
| and final Salvation. 


4. That.any of them whom God hath fore- 


known, predeſtinated, and called effectually 


according to the purpoſe of his Grace, ſhall 
fall away either totally, or ſo as not to be fi- 
nally glorified. 

5. That Faith, Repentance, a holy Con- 
verſation, or any Actor Work whatever done 
by us, or wrought by the Spirit of God in 
us, are- any part of that Righteouſneſs, for 
the ſake of "hich, or on the account whereof, 
God doth juſtify any Man, or entitle him: to 
Eternal Life. [ 


Then follows a Teſtimony againſt the other 
Extreams, viz. Antinomian Errors. 

Again, Anno 1696. in a Paper ( calld The 
ſecond Paper ) ſent to our Brethren, we thus 
give our ſenſe, 


I. Con- 
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1. Concerning Juſtification : T hat altho the 
expreſs Word of God doth afſert the neceſ{i- 
ty of Regeneration to our entring into the 
Kingdom of God, and require Repentance 
that our Sins may be blotted out, and Faith 
in Chriſt, that we may be juſtified, and Holi- | 
neſs of Heart and Life, without which we 
cannot ſee God ; yet that none of theſe, or | 
any Work done by Men, or wrought by þ 
the Spirit of God in them, is, under any 
Denomination whatſoever, any part of the | 
Righteouſneſs, for the ſake, or on the account # 
whereof God doth pardon, juſtify, or ac- } 
cept Sinners, or entitle them to-Eternal Life, | 
that being only the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt | 
without them imputed to them, and received | 
by Faith alone. | 

2. Of a Commutation of Perſons between - 
Chriſt and us: As we are to conſider our | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Obedience and | 
Sufferings, as God and Man, inveſted with | 
the Office of Mediator ; fo it is apparent this | 
Commutation of Perſons with us was not na- 
tural in reipe& of either Nature, by which 
his individual Subſtance ſhould become ours, | 
and ours his; nor moral, im reſpe& of Qua- | 
lities or Actions, whereby he ſhould become J 
inherently ſinful, and we immediately finleſs; || 
nor was it any change whereby his Office 
of Mediator ſhould be transferred on 'us, 
but it is to be underſtood in a legal or judi- | 
'Cial ſenſe, as we may call it, viz, He by ! 
Agreement between the Father and - him, |} 
came into our room and ſtead, not to repent 
and believe for us, which the Goſpel a 
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| to, but to anſwer for our Violation of the 
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of us as our Duty, tho he hath undertaken 
due time be enabled there- 


Law of Works, he being made Sin for» us, - 
that knew no Sin ;, that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him: 2 Cor. 5.21. 

3. Of God's being pleaſed or diſpleaſed with 
Chrift as ftlanding and ſuffering m our flead. 
We judg that God was always pleaſed with 
Chriſt both in his Perſon, and Execution of 
all his Offices, which is expreſt moſt parti- 
cularly in that of his Prieſtly, Fohn 10. 17,18. 
Therefore doth my Father love me, becauſe I 
lay down my Life: and no otherwiſe diſpleaſed 
than as having a diſpaſſionate Will to inflit 
upon him the Puniſhment of our Sins, which 
he had undertaken to bear, that God might, 
without Injury to his Juſtice or Honour, 
pardon and ſave penitent Believers for his Sa- 
tisfaction and Interceſfion founded thereon. 

Note, It was declared, that by the words 
[ under any Denomination] we exclude all 
Righteouſneſs from being meritorious, - or 
atoning, yea, or a procuring Cauſe of theſe 
Benefits; none is at all ſo but the Righteouſ 
neſs of Chriſt: But we intended not to ex- 


- clude what the Goſpel requireth in order to 


our Intereſt in thoſe Benefits given for the 
ſake of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 


We alſo in 1697, delivered our Tudgment 
in this Propoſal to our Brethren, 


T7. That Repentance towards God is com- 
manded in order to the Remiſlion of Sins. 
B 2, That 
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2. That Faith in Chrift is-commanded by the 


Goſpel; in order to'the' Juſtification of our * 


Perſons before God, for the ſake of the alone ?] 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 3. That the Word. | 
of God requires Perſeverance in true Faith | 
and Holineſs, that we may be Partakers of ; 
the Heavenly Glory. 4. That the Goſpel ! 
promiſeth Pardon through the Blood of Chriſt # 


to the Penitent, Juſtification before God to # 


the Believer, and the Heavenly Glory to ſach # 
as perſevere in Faith and Holineſs; and allo } 


declareth.that God will not pardon the Im- 


penitent, juſtify the Unbeliever, nor glorify 
the Apoſtate or Unholy. 5. That juſtifying | 
Faith is not only a Perſwalion of the Under- 
ſtanding, but alſo a receiving and refting.up- 
on Chrijt alone: for Salvation. 6. That by 
Change of 'Perſon, is meant, that whereas 
we were condemned for our Sins, the Lord 
| Teſts was ſub/tituted in our room to bear the 
Puniſhment of our Sins for the Satisfaction 
of Divine Juſtice, that whoever believes on 
him may be acquitted and faved ; but it is 
not intended that the' Filth of Sin was upon 
Chriſt, nor that he was a Criminal in God's 
account. 7. That by Chriſt being our Sure- 
ty, is meant, that Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator 
obliged himſelf to expiate our Sins by his 
Blood, and to -purchale eternal Life for all 
that believe, and Faith and every ſaving Grace 
for the Ele ; but it's not intended that we 
were legally reputed to make Satisfaction, or_ | 
purchaſe eternal Life. 8. That by . Chriſt's 
anſwering for us the Obligations of the  vio- 
lated Taw-of Warks, is intended, that where- 

| wk as 
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* 


as the Law obliged ns to die for our Sins, 
Chriſt became obliged to die 1n our ſtead ; 
and whereas we were after we had fined | 
ſtill obliged to yield: perfet Obedience, 
Chriſt perfe&ly obeyed the Law,that upon the 
account of his Active and Paſlive' Obedience 
Believers might be forgiven, and entituled to 
eternal Life; but it is not intended-that the 
ſenſe of: the Law of Works ſhould be, that 
if we, or Chriſt obey'd, we ſhould live, and 
if Chriſt ſuffered we ſhould not die, tho we 
ſinned; nor that Believers are juſtified, or 
to be judged by the Law o& Works, but by 
the Goſpel ; altho the Righteouſneſs for the 
fake of which they are juſtified, be as perfe& 
as that Law of Works required, and far 
more valuable, | 


—_—_— — 
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The State of Truth and Error publiſhed in 
the Congregational Aqmiſters Declara- 
tion againſk Antinomian Errors, about 
December 1698, 


Error 1. T Hat the eternal Decree gives 
ſuch an Exiſtence to the Juſti- 

fication of, the Ele&, as makes their Eſtate 
whilſt in Unbelief, to be the fame as when 
they do believe, in all reſpects ſave only as 
to the danifeftation;, and that there is no 
other Juſtification by Faith, but what is in 
their Confciences, 
B2 Error 


MEER 
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are_not under the denunciation of Wrath by 


the Law, as well as other Unbelievers and | 


impenitent Sinners. 

Truth 1. That there is a difference be- 
tween the ſtate of the Elet whilſt in Unbe- 
lief and when Believers, beſides what is ma- 
 nifeſtative to their Conſciences, Þ. 13. 

Truth 2. That before they believe they are 
not perſonally -and aQually juſtified in the 
Court of Heaven, þ. 13. and none may ex- 


pe to be pardoned in a ſtate of Uabelief - 


and Impenitence, p. 47- 

Error 3. That pardoned Sin is no Sin, and 
therefore God cannot ſee Sin in his People 
to be dijpleaſed with them for their Sins ; nor 
dath God expreſs his Fatherly Diſpleaſure 
_ them by any AMictions laid upon 


Truth. That pardoned, yea mortified S.ns 
are truly- and properly Sins; and God [eeth 
the Sins of his own People, and is d:/pleaſed 
with them for their Sins. 


Erroy 2, That the Ele&t conſidered as in 1 
their natural Eſtate, or as in the firſt Adam, | 


LS NO I nn MS nn Fes ne rh Drhet en PTE - "I. « 
Du Lo I og ROE te a See Ants iy. * ANG 
SET har I EY gs gies 4s Ie EY TOR TS KIN 


Error 4. That Believers are not bound 'to | 


confeſs or mourn over Siv, as committed by 
them, or pray for pardon of Sin, in making 
a daily acknowledgment of a need of it, 


becauſe it was pardoned before committed 3 | 


and pardoned Sin is no Sin. : 

Truth. That when Believers do fin, it is 
their Duty to humble themſelves, confeſs their 
Sins, and pray for Pardon, p. 19. 


Error 5. That Believers ought not to be | 


afraid of committing Sin, becauſe their Sins 
Eando them no burt, _ Truth, 
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Truth. The Sins of Believers dp hurt them, 
and they ſhould be afraid to commit them, 
ſeeing they impair their Graces 2nd Comforts, 
harden their Hearts, wound their Conſct- 
ences, hurt and ſcandalize others, grieve 
God's holy Spirit, - expole to his Fatherly 
Ditfteaſure, and bring temporal Judgments 
upon them, p. 22. 'F 

Error 6. That they muſt do no good Work 
or Duty for their own Benefit, or with an 
Eye to their own Salvation. 

Truth. That Believers muſt do good 
Works, expecting Bleſlings in the perfor- 
mance thereof, p. 24. 

Error 7. Believers not having in themſelves 
an Ability to do good Works, are not bound 
to perform any good -Duty, unleſs excited 
thereunto by a ſpecial motion of the Spirit.. 

Truth. Tho | + wand Ability to do: good 


| Works 1s not at all in themſelves, but wholly 


from the Spirit of Chriſt, yet are they not 
hereupon to grow negligent, as if they. yrere 
not bound to perform any Duty unleſs upon. -- 
a oc motion of the Spirit, but they ought 
to be diligent in ſtirring up the Grace of God. 
that is in them, p. 27. | | 
Error 8. That SanCtification evidenced by 
the. Spirit of God to their Conſciences, 1s 
not a Sign, Mark, or Evidence of their Juſti- 
fication ; and that Marks and Signs for. the 


{ trial of a Believer's Faith-are of no uſe: . for 


Faith lying ina full perſwaſion and affurance 
that their Perſons were actually. jaſtified 


and pardoned in Chriſt, it isa- Sin to queſtion, 
Whether they do ring believe or no? 


3 Truth.. 
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Truth. Saving Faith lieth not in a full 
perſwaſion and aſſurance that our Sins are 
actually pardoned ; but Marks and Signs for 
| the trial of our ſpiritual Eſtate are uſeful, | 
: and to be ſought after and .Sanctification | 
| evidenced by the Spirit of God: to our Con- | 
; | «,, Kiences is a certain ſign and mark of Sandi 
/ us fication, p. 28, 29. 

. Error 9. That Goſpel Miniſters are not to 
' preach the Law in its Commands. and Curſes 
to convince Men of their need of Chriſt, 
nor are Believers obliged to regard the Law 
as delivered by Moſes, nor as externally 
propounded ; nor are they bounq when they 
commit Sin to look to the Law for further 
| Diſcoveries and Convictions of the remaining 
i eouroptions that are in them, becauſe by the 
j Goſpel its Obligations are diſſolved. 
| Truth, That the Law delivered by Moſes 
| continues in its Commands and Curſes un- 
p diffolved ; and it's ſtill of uſe to convince of 
Sin, that we may ſee a need of Chriſt, and 
ther#fore is to be preached and externally 
propounded, and we are to look unto 1t, 
t. 36. And tho there is no Sin fo ſmall but 
it deſerves Damnation, yet there 1s no Sin {o 
great that it ſhall bring Damnation to them F 
that truly repent, which makes the conſtant # 
preaching of Repentance neceſſary. 1 

Error To. That Miniſters -of the Goſpel 
ought not to. propound the Offers of Salva- 
tion unto all thoſe to whom God calls them 
to preach, ſeriouſly inviting them to: improve 
the Means of Grace that they may be ſaved, 
and affuring them: in the way of their Mi- 

"DL. | niſterial 
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niſterial Duty, of the Salvation of all ſuch 
q as believe -in Chriſt, becauie they want Abi- 
Y ity to cloſe with the ©fer, and all (hall not 
be ſaved. | 

Truth, That tho Men want Ability to be- 
lieve ſavingly, yet it's the Duty of Goſpel- 
Miniſters to make the Offer, and teſtify unto 
them that whoever believes and repents ſhall 
be ſaved; and that it's the Peoples Duty to 
make uſe of their natural Faculties with fuch 
external Means and workings of the Spirit 
as God affords them, that they may believe, 
repent and be ſaved, p. 41, 42. | 

Error 11, That by God's laying our Sins 
upon Chriſt, he became every way as, {inful 
as we, nd we every Way as righteous as he z 
and that therefore Perſoris may expe to. be 
pardoned whilſt they continue in-a-ftate of 
Unbelief and Impenitence; 'and' that conti- 
nued Repentance and Holineſs are not in the 
nature of the thing, nor, by the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Goſpel necefſary to our being. 
poſſeſſed of eternal Life. 74:56 

Truth. Our Sins were not laid upon Chrift 
ſo as to make him every way as finful.as we, 
and we are not every -way as righteous as 
Chriſt ; and none may --expe& to be par- 
doned in a ſtate of Unbelief and Impenitence; 
and continued Repentance and Holineſs are 
neceſſary to our poſſeſſion of eternal Lite, 
Þ. 40, 47, 48. : 


\ 
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CHAP. IV. 


It's made evident, that this Dcclaration | 
of our Brethren taken altogether, and ex- 
amined with due Charity and Cander, 
ought to be acknowledged a ſufficient Vin- 
dication of the Approvers thcreof from all 
burtful Antinomian Errors. 


TO this end, 1. We think that Chriſtian 
Charity and Candor vblige us tqjudg of 
what they have declared by theſe following 
Rules, and we expe@ the ſame for our ſelves 
from them. 1. That the omiſſion 'of any 
Points unmentioned is not to be attributed to 
a miſtaken Judgment concerning them, and 
far leſs when the things expreſſed are granted 
£0 be Truths or Errors upon a reaſon that 
alike infers what is omitted. 2. That the 
Approvers do truly intend for ſubſtance what 
is declared. 3. That in a Body of Subſcri- 
bers ſome few may. be more narrow in their 
Conceptions, and therefore to avoid a Breach, 
muſt be accommodated in the phraſing of ſome 
Points beyond what the others, it at full 
liberty, would either need or chuſe. 4. If an 
thipg be a little darkly or ſuſpiciouſly word- 
ed in one part, and more exprelly and fully 
in another, the latter muſt be the Index of 
thicir. Judgment ; upon which account we cite 
not only their State of Error and Truth, _— 
as zefer 


A 
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refer to the Pages containing their Expli- 
cations,, and approved Authorities, ſome - 
of which will be mentioned afterwargs.- 
5. That they ought not to be charged with 
the Conſequences of any occaſional Paſſages - 
which they diſown. . 

2. Theſe juſt Rules: being admitted, we. 
ſhall enumerate the hurtful Antinomian Er-- 
rors, as Antinomianiſm 1s deſcribed in the 
laſt Age (which in many things differs from 
what was ſo called at __ and under each ' 
refer - you. to the places ( beſides the above-- 
mentioned State of \Error and Truth) where- - 
in the Brethren have fo laudably vindicated. 
themſelves by their Declaratron; E 

The dangerous Parts of _Antinomianiſm are * 
reducible to theſe general Heads. 1+ As it- 
renders the A4iftry unapt to its proper- 
Ends. 2.. As it tends- to - Libertiniſon in : 
Practice. 3. As it ' hinders a welk-grounded : 
Aſſurance, and- encourageth Preſumption.s. 

As-it reproacheth' Chrift our blefſed-Re-- 

emer. Againſt each : of.. which | our Bre-- 
{ thren bear their Teſtimony... = © 
” 21, The hurtful Antimoman- Errors which: 
7 render the 441n/ftry nnapt to its proper Ends, 
* are, 1. Unduly limiting .the-Ofers of Salva-- 
tion, and decrying - Arguments to- excite Sin- - 
ners to uſe their Endeavours under. the AC- 


* fiſtance of Goſpel Means-and common Grace. . 


Againſt this ſee Error 10. and -from «<p. 41 
to 47. . 2. Forbidding and branding as legal- 
the preaching of Duties and Threatnings,-and., 
the applying of promiſed. Benefits as. Mo-: 
tives to Faith and other Duties, whereto thoſe - 

y | B. $ 3 Bene. - 
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Benefits are promiſed. Againſt which ſee 
Error 9. and þ. 36, 39. Error 6. and þ. 25, 
264.45 3. Denying that the Ele&t whiltt 
70:verted, are under the Curſe of the Law, 
and affirming they are united to Chriſt, and 
juſtified before God and pardoned whil{t im- 
penitent Infidels. Againſt which ſee Errors 
IL, 2, i. and p.,12 to 18. and- 47, 58. . 
2; The, burtful Antinomian Errors tending 
to, Libertimſm-in Practice, beſides the Impe- 
diments to-a' Sinner's Conviction and Con- 
verſion under the fore-mentioned Head of 
the Mriftry, are ſuch as theſe: 1, That God 
ſeeth no Siri in his People, accounts them not 
tibir Sins but Chriſt's, and is not a:ſpleaſed 
with his People, nor afflits them for their 
Sins. Againſt which ſee Error 3. and þ. 19. 
2«, That Repentance is not necefſary to For- - 


givcnels, nor are Believers to mourn for Sin, 
gr to- beg Panda, yer to confe(s it, unleſs it. 


be-to ſhew, for Chriſt's Glory, how many the 
Sins are which are become his. Againſt which: 
ſee Error ,4. and p..19,20,21,47,58., 3. That 
their Sins can do. Believers no hurt. Againſt 
this ſee Error 5. p. 22,23. 4. That we ought 
gt to zntend our own Benefits by our Duties, 
geither are bound: to perform Duties. unleſs ex- 
cited thereto by the Spirit, nor are any Ads. 
af our Obedience rewardable ; and that con-. 
tinged Repentance and Holineſs are not by 
the Conftitution of the Goſpel neceſſary to our. 
heing poſſefied of Eternal Life. Againſt this, 
te Errors 6, 10, 11. and þ. 25, 26, 27, 475 
58, 59s. b. That juſtifying Faith 1s a Per- 
| Ho x that Chriſt is mine, and that Ex 
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Sins are pardoned' iff®Chrift. Againſt this- 
ſee Error 8: and þ. 30, 3T. | 
3. The hurtful Antinomian Error which: 
Bh Fet a well-grounded Aſſurance and Fane, 
and alſo encourages Preſumption,- is, that 
beſides the laft deſcription of Faith, we are - 
not to try our State by marks' and ſigns of 
SanRification. Againſt this ſee Error 8. and 
32, 339 34+ 
+ 4. The hurtful Antinmomias Errors  re- 
proachful to Chriſt our Redeermer are ſuch 
as theſe, that Chriſt is: as ſinful as we, and. 
we are as righteous _ Againſt which 
ſe Error 11.. p.48, 5 
If the Reader Gon theſe laces, p46? 
compare them with our State + Truth and 
Error in the firſt Chapter, he cannot but. 
rejoice in our Brethrens Agreement with-us- 
in a. Teſtimony againſt Antinomianiſm.. ' 
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CHAP. V. 


SOCINITAN Errors concerning Chriſt's 
Satisfaction. Mſo LIMBORG', 
with ſome other ARMINIANS con- 
cerning Chriſt's Satisfaction. SOCI- 
NI 4 N Errors as to Juſtification. 
LIMBORGC's, with ſome other Ar- 
minian Errors about Juſtification. With 


a ſtate of Truths oppoſite to each of 


theſe, as aiſo to Popiſh Errors. 


Þ Inding our, Brethren ſuggeſt in the Preface 
to this Declaration, that after all we have 
ſaid in Cap. 1 and 2. yet ſtill we ought to 
do more to &fcharge our ſelves from hurtfut 
Errors about Chriſt's Satisfattion and our 
Tuftification ,, we ſhall to promote Peace re- 
nounce ſeveral more Errors about thoſe two 
Docrines wherein we are ſuſpected, and tell 
ahem what we think to be Truths. 
, Ervor 1. Punitive Juſtice againſt Sin is no- 
Property of God, but only an .Effect of his. 
Will, and therefore there was no need of. 
any Satsfadtion to be made by Chrift for 
Sin; nor is it k&fs than ridiculous to ſay 
God was at once juſt as well as merctful in 
bringing about our Salvation by Chriſt :: 
Socin. opera Theol. Tem. 1. Preleft. cap. 16. 
& Tom. 2.. de Servator.. par. 1.. cap. 1. Pral.. 
cap. 16, Wolzog, in at. 19. 28.. Crcl.. Reſp... 
sd Grot, Cap..1.. Truth. 
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Truth. God is eſſentially juſt, and fo zea- 
fous for the Honour of his Law when enacted 
and his Government, that Sin muſt not go un- 
puniſhed ; and therefore if Sinners be ſaved 
from the Puniſhments threatned by the vio- 
lated Law for Chriſt their Mediator's fake, 
it was neceſſary that he made Satisfaion to 
Punitive Juſtice by enduring the Penal EffeRs 
of God's Wrath. * | 
Error 2. Jeſus Chriſt is not the true eter- 
Z ral moſt- High God, , of the ſame Subſtance, 
Z Authority and Power. with the - Father. 
} Socin. Tom. 2, Reſponſ. ad Jac. Vujeks, 
| cap. 1, &C. TE | 
| Truth. Jeſus Chriſt is the true eternal moſt 
{ High God, of the ſame Subſtance, Autho- 
rity and Power with the Father, and in time: 
| affumed the Human' Nature, and remaineth, 
| God-Man for ever more. 
| MNoxe, This Article is inſerted, becauſe the 
| Yalue of Cliriſt's Obedience and Death, for 
Satisfattion and Merit, was derived from the 
Dignity of Chriſt's Perſon as God: And 
therefore tho the Soc:9:axs faintly argue, that. 
: if Chriſt were the eternal God, it would: 
7 not render his Death a Satisfaction; yet it's: 
; evident their great Concern m denying 
# Chriſt's Satisfaction is to prevent the un- 
anſwerable Argument this would be for his 
'# Deity. The like is alſo to be ſen by their 
$ Notion of the Lord's-Szpper. 
| Error3. Chriſt didnot by his Blood acquire: 
or purchaſe the Goſpel-Covenant, nor. was his. 
Death an impulſive Cauſe of God's promiling to 
Men the Bleilings of that Covenant nor did it 
movYe 
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move him to make ſach Promiſes: But Chriſt | 


was only the Mediator,, that is, Sponſor of it, 


who aſſured Men that God would accom-- 


lith it; and who in God's Name, and by 
his Command, performed ſich things: as be- 
longed to the confirming and executing, of 


the taid Covenant. Sscim, Tom. 2, 168, 199. ; 


Crell. Vol. 1. p. 612. and Pol. 3. Reſp. ad 
Grect. þ. 19, 128, 171. & Yol. 1. 612. 


Truth. Chriſt dw not only confirm the {| 
 Goſpel-Covenant to Men, and 'do ſuch things | 


as belonged. to the execution of the Goſpel 


Promiſes, but God as Governor made thoſe L Y 
Promiſes mn conſideration of the Death of # 


Chriſt, as what vindicated the Glory of his | 


Government in offering and promiſing ſuch 

Bleflings to condemned Sinners, altho as our 

abſolute Lord and Proprietor he freely pur- 

poſed within himſelf, that thoſe Bleſlings 

2 be granted in what method he judged. 
|» 


Error 4. Chriſt was for no/other cauſe a 


Mediator, nor fo call'd, but that he was ap--- 


inted by God a middle Perſon between 
umſelf and Men, not that he ſhould appeaſe 


'. God towards Men.. but that he ſhould de-- | 
clare God already pacified to them, and |} 
moſt evidently confirm the fame by himſelf : } 


And as for Men who were Haters: of and: 
Enemies to God, them, he was' to reconcile 


; | 


to God (5. e. convert) and be our eternal: | 
-,Lawegiver, and faithful Interpreter of the Di- 
. vine Will to them, by whom they might al- 
ways have acceſs to God, and.obtain eternal: 


Trut be h 


Life.. Sovin, Tom, I, 788. 
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Truth, Jeſus. Chriſt was by Divine Adjuſt- 
ment a middle Perſon between God and 
Sinners, and as ſuch laid his hand. on both ; 
undertaking. to appeaſe God's Wrath, and 
Z procure Salvation for. us at his hand; and 
7 alſo to make God and the way of Salvation 
Z known to us for our Reconciliation and Obe- 
# dience to God: and by him -God till im- 
, parts his clumps to us, and admits us free 
7 acceſs to himſelf. | 
* Error 5. Chriſt is called a Surety as a 
3 Sponſor or Meſſenger on God's part to us, 
Z - but he promiſed nothing to God for us. Cell. 
# vol, 1, p. 612. 
| Truth. Tho Chriſt was not a joint fede- 
| rating Party with us in the Covenant of 
Works, yet he was not only a Surety on 
God's part to us, but he was a mediating 
Surety on both parts; and as ſuch he en- 
gaged in the Covenant of Redemption to. 
make Atonement for us, and in the Goſpel- 
Coventng that all true Believers ſhall perſe- 
vere to the obtaining of eternal-Life. ret 

Error 6. Chriſt was not an High-Prieſt 
while on Earth, nor was his Blood offered 
by him to God, but it was himſelf was offered, 


{ and that not on the Croſs, but when he en- 


| tred into. Heaven ; yet the Death of Chrift 
{o far belongs to his Prieſthood, that he was 
prepared by. his Death to become a High- 
Prieſt, and to offer himſelf a perfect Sacri- 
fice for Sin in Heaven, neither of which: 
could be according tothe Decree of God, if 

his Death had not intervened. Crefl. vol. 2. 
Reſp® ad Grot., cap. 10,. vol, 1, 613. 01.2. 
Par. 


4.0 Peace with Truth. 
par. 1, 162. Socin, Tom, 1. Prelett. Theol, cap. © 


23. 

Truth, Chriſt was an High-Prieſt while he # 
was on Earth, and as ſuch upon the Croſs | 
offered up himſelf by his bloody Death a. | 
perfe&t Sacrifice, whereby his Blood was a 
Prapitlagary offering at the very time 1t was 

ied; and tho in the virtue thereof the Saints 
' were ſaved before his Incarnation, and Chriſt | 
for ever intercedeth in the Heavens, yet: the - 
preſenting, of himſelf or it there, makes no - 
addition to the Perfection of it as a. Sacrifice. # 

Error 7. There is no uſe nor place in the. | 
Prieſthood of Chriſt for : appeaſing God's. | 
Wrath, or offering any Sacrifice, no not in. | 
Heaven, as a Condition of obtaining Remif-. 
fron properly as from..God, or impetrating . 
the ſame ; but Chriſt's Death: is a. means. of. 
onr emjoying.that Remiliion from. God, and. 
it was: indiretly a Condition. thereof as to. 
be given. to us, z. e. it was a Condition impo- - 
ſed:on Chriſt, without which, by thte Divine. 
Decree, he was not to obtain Authority from .- 
God to. forgive us our Sins ; and. it may be. 
called. a Sacrifice to God's. Mercy, as of his .. 
 ewn free Grace reconciled, but not as offend-. 
ed. with Sinners. Soc:in. T om. 2. 665, 666... | 
Crell. vol. 1. 612, Wolzog: in Foh. 3, 16. | 

Truth. The firſt and principal uſe of.Chriſt's . 
Prieſthood, was to offer .on-the Croſs a Sacri-- 
fice to appeaſe God's Wrath againſt Sinners, 
and to impetrate Remiſſion and eternal Life, 
that ſo God the offended Governor might 
conſiſtently with the Honour of his Lgw, and 
of all his Divine Perfections, be at liberty, and . 
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inclined as well to give the faid Bleſſings, as 
that we might become actual Partakers of 
them from Chriſt, as authorized to apply 
Z them to us :4And All - the other Sacerdotal 
Z Acts of Chrift do refer to this. 
% Error 8. Redemption mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, fignifes no more nor other 
than a freeing us from the Puniſhment of Sin 
without any-proper Price intervening. And 
Z when it's ſaid; Redemption is obtained by 
' 3 the Blood of Chriſt, it's not meant that the 
'# Blood of Chriſt could move God, or that 
| God was thereby obliged to grant us Delive- 


. | rance from the Puniſhment of our Sins, but 


that the ſhedding of his Blood ought to inter- 
vene, that we might be moved thereby to 
| acc$t that Deliverance when offered to us. 
. | Neither did Chriſt buy us, but God by Chriſt 
. | afferted his Right to us; and tho our Deli- 
verance from Puniſhment is gotten as if by a 
Price, yet this is not as if the Blood of Chriſt 
were paid to any. Socin. Tom. .  Pral. 
Theol. cap. 19. Tom. 2. 145, 147. Slicht. m 
Kom. Cap. F. V. IO. 

Truth. Redemption by the Blood of Chriſt, 
is that we are bought by his Blood as a pro- 
per Price, and delivered from the Curie of 
the Law, and Captivity under Sin and Sa- 
tan, as by a proper Ranſom paid to the juſt 
Governor of the World. 

Error 9. Chriſt by his Death did not re- 
concile God to us, bat he reconcileth us to 
God by his Death, 7. e. we come thereby to 
te converted to God, and. ceaſe to offend 
him ; yea, God's Anger was fo far from being 

— ap- 
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appeaſcd by the Death of Chriſt, that there- 
by it was'declared, that God was before pa- 
cified to us. Socin, Tom. 1. 144, 145, 665, |} 
666. Crell, vol. 3. Reſp. ad Grot. 154,155,107. | 


Slicht, T om. 2, 214, 401. & in Rom. 5.10. 


&--2 Cor. $. 


Truth, We beings Children of Wrath be- y 


cauſe of our Sin, the Lord Jeſus did by his 
Death atone our offended God, who became | 
thereby ſo reconciled, that he offereth Peace 
to Sinners, and requireth and urgeth us by | 
believing aright to accept thereof ; and upon | 
our Penitent believing he becomes actually Z? 
reconciled to us, delighting in us, and deal- } 
ing with us as Objects of his reftored Fa- | 
Vour. | 

Note 1. Crellins Reſp, ad Grot. cap. 8. paxt.3. 
diſputes againſt this as the Error of Grotizs 
and the reſt of the Orthodox, ſtating it in 
theſe words, © God was before angry, but 
< being appeaſed by the Death of Chriſt he 
* determined to lay afide his Anger, and 
” __ believing and repenting be doth 
« attually lay afide his Anger. 

2. Grotins de Satisf. cap. 7. diſtinguiſheth 
the Actings of the Divine Will; 1. As before |} 
Chriſt's Death is decreed, &c. then God is 
angry with the Sinner, yet ſo as not to be 
averſe to all methods of Reconciliation, 
2. Upen Chriſt's Death (as well when fixed 
as when undergone) then God not only ap- 
points the way, but promiſeth to be recon- 
cited. ' 3. When a Man believes in Chriſt 
with a right Faith, and Chrift according to 
the Tenor of the Covenant' preſents FR Be- 
lever 
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liever to God ; then God lays afide his Anger, 
and receives the Perſon into Favour ( or is 


$ 4ttnally reconciled.) 


3. How little do well-meaning Azt:no- 
m14115 Coniider, that not only in the third 
Error, @©c. but m this /2/t Error, they agree 
with the Soc:nars, and that in a Point whence 
oft of their falſe Notions about Chritt's Sa- 
tisfaction proceed. For, ſee you not ? they 
hold that after God's ab{olute Decree to juſti- 
fy us, there's no Wrath in God to app-aſe, 
the change is only on owur part : And no Re- 
conciliation but on our fide, whom God begs 
to be reconciled to him, he being already at 
Peace with us. 

Error 10. By Chriſt's dying for our Sins 
as being laid on him, is not meant, that 


Chriſt according to his Sponſion ſatisfied D:- 


vine Juftice-for our Sins, or that he paid to 
God any thing which we owed for our Sins ; 
but when he 1s ſaid to have died for our Sins 
as they were laid on him, nothing elit is 
meant, but that he died by occafion of our 
Sins, to take them away, 1. e. he died to re- 
claim us from our Sins, and to aſſure us, that 
if we did leave our Sins we ſkould be for- 
given; and beſides this, that we might per- 
cerye and obtain the fruit of that Forgive- 
neſs, &c. Socin. Tom. 2, 153. Tom. 1. Preal. 
Theol. cap. 18, 20. Crell, Vol. 3. Reſp. ad 
Grot, cap. 9. | | 

Truth. When it's ſaid, Chrift died for eur 
Sins as being laid on him, it's not- only to 
bring about the forementioned Ends, and juch 


_ other Purpoſes as are aſligned by the Soci- 


nuns, 
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nians, but they were imputed to him as what 
he had for our Salvation engaged to make 
Satisfation for: And he did by his Death | 
make a real, fall and proper Satisfa&tion to | 
God's Juſtice, vindicating the Honour of his # 
Juſtice and Government, and of the violated | 
Law as fully, as if the pardoned Sinner had | 
endured the utmoſt Puniſhment threatned by 
the ſaid Law. bl 
Error 11, God did not inflict Death cn | 
Chrift our Mediator to expreſs his hatred of | 
Sin, and deter us from it by his Death as #7 
any inſtance of Divine Diſpleaſure againit # 
our Offences, and therefore our Sins were not | 
puniſhed in Chriſt. Socin, Tom, 1. 577, 5782 
F81. Tom. 2. 194. Crell, wol. 1. de Morte 
Cir E | 
Truth, God did puniſh our Sins in the 
Death of Chriſt, by ſhewing his real Hatred 
againſt Sin in all the Extremities Chriſt did 
endure ; which Extremities and Death thus 
inflited were not only fit, but truly delign'd 
to deter us from all Diſobzdience, againft 
which God thus teſtified his high Diſpleaiure. - 
Error 12. Chriſt did not by his Death pro- 
perly merit Salvation or any other thing for 
us, nor did he by the Merit of his great 
Obedience appeaſe God's Anger, Socin. 1 om. 
2. de Servat, Part. 3. cap. 6. p. 205. Ruari 

Epift. 164. Smal, Diſp. 2. contr, FrantZ. 
Truth. Chriſt by his Death and Obedience 
did properly merit our Salvation, and the 
Reconciliation of God to, us ; his Death be- 
ig to be conſidered firſt as {atisfatory, and: 
he n meritorious; and his Obedience firtt 
Ms 
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# meant, that 
Z the room of us who were condemned to die, 
# that God might be pacified, nor that his Death 
E was inſtead of our Death, that we for the 
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as meritorious, and then fatisfatory. 

Error 13. By Chriſt's dying for us, or in 
our /ftead ( as ſome of them ſometimes word 
it, tho they expgeſly diſpute againſt it ) is not 

Pri was ſubitituted to die in 


Merit of it might be delivered ; but the 


; meaning, is, that Chriſt for our good did by 


E his Death come to - be crowned with Glory 


S 
* 


* and Power, whereby he is able to make us 
* meet for Pardon, and authorized to give that 
" | Pardon to us. Socm, Prelett. cap. 20, 21. & 


de Scrvat. cap. 8. Crell. Reſp. ad Grot. cap. 9. 


| Par. 1, &c. 


Truth, By Chriſt's dying for us, and in 
our ſtead, is meant, that whereas we Sinners 
were condemned to die for our Sins, our 
Lord Jeſas, tho he became not a Sinner in 
our ſtead, yet as Mediator, he was {ubititu- 
ted to die in our ſtead, that by his Death 
God might be znclined to forgive us who 
otherwiſe muſt have died ( and by virtue of 
his Death, as a Satisfaction to Divine Jultice, 
we are delivered from Death.) This Paren- 


| theſis I add to the Deſcription Grot:us gives 


of Chriſt's dying in our ſtead. De Satis, 
cap. 9. 
LIMBORG' Opinion of Chrif's Satif- 
faction. conſonant to E PISCOPIUS 
and ſome few other Armunans. 


Error 14. Vindictive Juſtice required got 
Satif- 
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Satisfaction to be made in order to the re- 


million of Sin. Limbor, Theol, Chriftian, lib. | 


3, Cap. 18. v. 4. 


Truth, Vindictive Juſtice for the Honour 


.of the Divine Law required Satisfaction in 

order to the remillion of Sin, at leait-after 

the enacting of Ad:m's Covenant. | 
Error 15. Chriſt's Sufferings were not a 


full Satisfaction to Juiiice, nor was the Price | 


of our Redemption fully equivalent to the 
Miſery we deſerved : But God might accept 
as a redeeming Price much or little as him- 


ſelf judged fit, and might be ſatisfied with | 
any ſort of AﬀMiction laid on Chriſt. 'Nor 
did Chriſt ſatisfy the Rigor of Divine Juſtice, 


but the Will of God conſidered at once 
merciful as well as juſt (1. e. Mercy abated 
to Chrift in the terms of Satisfaftion, what 
Tuſtice demanded) Lib. 3. cap. 2. $. 8, 9. 
Cap, 22. Y. 2, CAP. 23. $. G6. 

Truth, Tho the great Mercy of God ap- 
peared in his being willing to admit, accept 
and provide Chriſt our Mediator to make 
Satisfaction for our Sins, yet God our. juſt 
Governor would have it that the terms of 
Satisfaction propoſed to our Mediator ſhould 
be ſuch as /tri Fuftice demanded for the 
Honour of his violated Law, and ſecuring the 
'Ends of his Government ; which terms were 
no lower than that he ſhould ſuffer what 
was fully equivalent to the Puniſhments they 
whom he was to redeem deſerved to endure. 
And as onr Lord Jeſus did ſuffer in kind 
much of what we deſerved to ſaffer; ſo he 
_ {iffered (conſidering the Dignity and Inno- 
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cercy of his Perſon) what was in the, in- 
trinſick Value fully equivalent to ſuch of our 
deſerved Puniſhments, as he was not capable 
of ſuffering in kind, Nay the Price of our 
Redemption paid by him, was not only e- 
quivalent to what, the Law of Works re- 
quired. of us, but it was ſupralegal, that is, 


 1t far exceeded what any Sinners were there- 


by obliged to; nor ſee, we how a full Satif- 
faction for all our Sins could be otherwiſe 
made. 

Error 16, Our Faith and Regeneration 
were not merited by Chriſt. LZib. 3. cap. 22. 


4 

Truth. Conſidering. that our New-birth 
and Faith are the Fruits of the holy Spirit, 
whom by Sin we had expelled, his return to 
regenerate and make us Believers muſt be for 
the ſake and with relpec&t to the Merits of 
Chriſt, as what vindicated the Honour of 
God who reſtored him to us. | 

Truth, No Penance, - Pilgrimage, Faſt- 
ings or good Works of our- own, or other - 
Men, can make proper Satisfaction to Di- 
vine Juſtice for the leaft of our Sins as to any 
part of their Fault or Guilt. 

This laſt we. add in oppoſition to what 
POPISH Opinions ſeem to militate againſt 
the Doctrine of. Chriſt's Satisfaction. * 


Socinian Notions of Juſtification. 


Error 1. Tn our Juſtification by Chriſt 'our 
Sins are blotted out, not by Chriſt's Death 


and Obedience as any Compenſation or Satil- 
faction 
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"** " faQtion to God for them, but only by God's | 


ſimple Forgiveneſs and Pardon abſolutely 
free in all reſpects, without any Merit of. 
Chriſt's or our own. Sorin. Tom. 1. Prelett, 
Theol. 'cap. 15, 16, Crell. vol. 1. in Phil. 3. 9. 

& in Rom; 3. | - - | 

Truth. In Juſtificat'on* upon our penitent 
believing our Sins are pardoned, and our 
Perſons accepted for the ſake of Chriſt's 
Death and Obedience, as what compen- 
fated and made Satisfation for our Sins : 
And tho neither our Graces nor Works .do 
merit our Pardon, Acceptance or eternal 
Life, yet theſe with all other {ſaving Benefits 
were merited by Chriſt. 

Note, The Socinians are as much for abſo- 
lutely unlimited free Grace as even our Anti- 
nomians would pretend to be, if not more. 

Error 2. Faith in Chriſt is accepted under 
the Gone as a perfe&t Righteouſneſs for a 
perfect {inleſs Obedience: And as this Faith 
expreſſeth it ſelf m our Works, our Juſtifi- 
cation is in it ſelf firmer and furer. Crel/l. 
vol. 1. þ. 110, 612, 613. 474- 

Truth 1, Tho true Faith be a Goſpel Righ- 
teouſneſs, yet it is not accepted for finleſs 
Obedience ; nor doth the Goſpel entitle us 
to Salvation upon' our believing, as the Law 
did upon a perfe@ finleſs Obedience : for the 
Law entitled us to Life as of Debr for our 
Obedience, as the immediate Merit of that | 
Reward by. the adjuſtment of govern- 
ing Faftice, Whereas the Goſpel] of meer 
Grace (tho in a way of Government) entitles 
the Believer to Life, as what was merited by 

| the 
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_ to Glory when we firſt believe, as when thoſe 


ſome other Arminians Notion of Juſtification 


' upon this Debtor's paying him 100, forgive 


whole, Lib. 6. cap. 4. $. 39.—17. 
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the Lgrd Jeſus, and not by our Faith 
Works. EET ;/ 
Truth. 2. Tho'a dead Faith cannot juſtify 
us, and our believing, Confent- muſt- be-execu- 
ted if we f{urvive it; yet are we as truly and 
firmly juſtified, and in Chriſt's Right entitled 


& 
He be <2 


genuine Fruits of 'it are produced, which are 
contrary to that Barrenneſs, Ungodlineſs and 
Apoſtacy that would ſubject us to Condem- 
nation. | 

We ſhall provide againſt Limborg's and 


( tho it be none of the five Points which con- 
/titute Arminianiſm) and that we in: the for- 
mer Papers oppoſed each of the ſaid Points 
in concurrence with our Britiſh Divines in the 
Synod of Dort. | 187 He 
Error 3. By Faith being imputed for Righ- 
teouſne;s, 15 meant, that God graciouſly tor 
Chriſt's ſake will account our Obedience which 
we yield him by Faith as if it were perfeR, 
tho it bs imperfet. As if a Creditor having 
a Debtor who ows him 1000 Guaers, ſhould 


him the reſt, and graciouſly impute- to him 
this part of Payment for the Payment of th 


Truth, Tho we are juſtified by Chriſt b=- 
leved on, and Faith in him be accounted a 
Goſpel-Righteouſneſs, as it is the performe9 
Condition upon which we are by the Goſpel- 
Promiſe adjudged to have the Righteouſn-(s 
of Chriſt imputed to: us as our pleadable S-- 
curity againſt the Curſe of the Law; by 
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.Which Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone our Right 
to Pardon and eternal Life ( wherein we are 
-perſonally inveſted by the Goſpel ) is merited 
:as -well as the Bleſlings themſelves. Never- 
.theleſs our Faith .in-Chriſt is no part of the 
Debt we owed to God by.the.Law of Inne- 
.Cency, nor is it, or our ſincere -Obedience 
proceeding from it, either in themſelves, or 
Divine Acceptance, a fall Conformity to the 
£ofpel Precepts, much leſs doth God impute 
to us this Faith, 'or that Obedience for the 
Payment of the :-whole Debt owing . by the 
Law or Goſpel, tho he grant.us thereupon 
that Pardon, Favour and Acceptance Chriſt 
-hath procured, ſo as to deal with us as righ- 
teous Perſons; and theſe he doth not 1uf- 
pend until Faith produceth the {aid Fruit of 
Obedience, but grants them upon our firſt 
true purpoſe to turn from Sin to God, and 
.our acceptation 'of and truſt in Chriſt for 
doing this, and for obtaining all Salvation 
by him. | 

The common POPISH Notion of Juſti- 
fication as ſtated by Andradins in his autho- 
rized Explication of the Decree of the 6th 
Sefton of the Council of T.xent, whereto Bel- 
larmine, and the generality of the Papiſts 
ANTEC. Was 
Error 4. The firft Juſtification is the Re- 
novation of an ungodly Man by the infuſed 
habit of Love, the infuſion of which is me- 
rited by Chriſt. The ſecond Juitification is 
this babit of Love producing goods Works, 
- by the Merit whereof we are further juliti- 
fied, and ex condigno deſerve eternal Ln :þ 

590 ut 


"Habit of Love m—_— by its virtueextinguiſh 
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but neither the frf nor ſecond: Juſtification 
conſiſts in the forgiveneſs of - Sin. | 


© Norte. By preparatory Work, the Council 
intend with the School-men, - that our Wills 


moved by the" Spirit do by their natural 
Power prepare themſelves to obtain the habit 
of Grace, and ex congruo,. merit the Infuſion 
of it, which Habit is that- juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs, for the: Merit 'whereof the Sinner is 
at firſt abſolved from + Guilt, and accepted 
to eternal Life. - 7: 99 4 - 
Truth 2. Neither this fr noriſecond Juſti- 
fication is the Juſtification deſcribed uſually 
in the Goſpel, which is not the Converſion 
of a Sinner, or the progreſfive Holineſs of a 
Convert, but a forenſfick "AR; viz, God's 
judicial abfolving us from the Curſe due for 
Sin, and adjudging us'entitled-to Glory for 
the Meritsof Chriſt, according tothe Golpel- 
Truth 2. It is not true, that preparatory 
Works do any way delerve'from- God?the 
Habit of Grace at firſt infuſed; tho ordina- 
rily the Divine Spirit doth by Knowledg- and 
hambling ConviCtions abate the-ObNagles to 
Grace in our Hearts; and put us-upon-ſeeking 
help from Chriſt 5 all 'which/ are -as 'truly 
owing to his more: common Operations, as 


ſaving Grace is to his ſpecial. 


Truth 3. Neither the firſt infuſed Habit of 
Grace, nor its Ads, do merit farther Grace 
or Holineſs; nor yet any degree'of that Par- 
don or Acceptance which by Divine Ordina- 
tion enſue. thereupon. 


Error. 5. Chriſt bath merited that the 


Sin 
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Sin it us by.good; Works, and-we by: theſe 


'Works merit; Reconciliation With: God, For- 
-givenels. of- Sim, and eternal. GJory, ,as whats 
do. appeaſe i his Anger, :latisfy - for our. Guilt, 


and'are,part of the Price -of: eternal Glory. 


Note, The Popiſh -Error.concerning_Satif. 


. fation leads: them-tv this Error about Juſti- 
fication z and, when. Jultification is conſidered 
in a,-Proteftant -ſenſe, wiz: as:a forenſick AR, 


the true Controverſy between the Papiſis and: 
us "1S-- about. the -Dodtrine. of -the /Merit of | 


good Works, | | 
_ "Trah; Neither Repentance, Faith, Love, 
nor any good Work proceeding therefrom, 


do in the leaſt. mmerir Reconciliation, Pardon, 


 oreternal Lifez:; neither did Chriſt merit that. 
-zpe. might merit : But Reconciliation, Pardon, 


and. eternal Life were.merited only by Chriſt's | 
alone WUks ing, and meriting Sufferings 
and Obedience : And therefore the Righte- 
ouſneſs of: Chriſt is accepted and reputed the 


only,;meriting Righteouſneſs in God's. juſtify-: 
ng AR; -altho this ' At terminates on- none. 


ug Act, " . | 
(Adult )-- beſides: the; pepitent Believer, -and 


on: all ſuch.by the Ordination of the Goſpel. 


 Nore 1..It's one thing:for Chri/t to-merit, 
that we might by,our Works merit Salvation, | 


it's: another thing for Chriit to- merit + that 
Salvation #. ſelf, which he gives and - applies 


. £o Men on Gaſpel-terms ; the firit .is. Popifh, | 


- the laſt is: Prote#ant Doctrine. PRs 
.2. It's one thing what aur Judg in his 


- juſtifying, -A& accounts to be the thing which: 
. appeaſeth - his - Anger '\(:for Reconciliation ). 
makes Compenſation to Jultice (for Pardon ) 


and 
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and to be the meriting Price '( of eternal 
Life )- to-which Reconci - Pardon, and: 


tati 
Feternal Life honor ops #-the: penitent 


Believer to be entitled,” Now the thing which' 
our Judg accounts to: be that which appea- 


I ſeth his Anger, &«c. is the Righteouſenſs' of 


Chriſt, and ozly that. ts 

It's another matter- whom onr Jude in his 
jaſtifying AR accounts and adiudgeth in con- 
formity-to the Gofpel-Offer, to be the Perſons 


E who he-therein promiſed ſhould be atually re- 


conciled, pardoned, and entitled to Glory in 


the Alone meriting virtue of what appeaſed his 


Anger, made amends for Sin, and was the Price 
of Glory. Now this Perſor'is the penitent Be- 


Þ liever, and'he is accounted to - be ſuch from 


his-having; Goſpel-Faith in Chriſt, with true 
Repentance; and as ſuch is- adjudged-to be 
under the Favour of the: forefaid Goſpel Pro- 
miſe of Reconciliation, Pardon - and Glory, 
yet procured and merited not by his-Faith, 
but by Cliriſt's alone Righteouſneſs, as-before 
accounted for, and obtained'irrh1s Right, who, 
as well-had- theſe promiſed*: to him "for Be- 
lievers -in' the Covenant -of | Redemption, ag 


Þ| they, are promiſed by God in* Chriſti the 


Goſpel to Believers: themſelves for! a-perſonal 
Title to poſſeſs them; and to-plead the-Merits 
of Chrift for the enjoyment of them. 
Having teſtified our Concord with our 
Brethren, and- and added this further account 
of what we eſteem Truth and” Error in the. 
Docrines of SatisfaRtion -and Juſtification, 
we muaſ4 expreſs our Thankfulneſs to God, 


C3 have 
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have teſtified againſt ignorant and fcandaluus 
Perſons intruding themſelves. into the Mi- % 
niitry. And tho the Vindication of our ſelves. 
in this matter be needfeſs, when our Princi- 

les and Practice are ſo well known-; and it's 

o notorious, that 'of the great number of | 
unqualified Men who are of late turned 
Preachers, thoſe very. few who broke aut of 
any of our Congregations in this City, re-| 
 ceiv'd no Approbation or Countenance from | 
us; and to avoid Reſtraint and Diſcourage- | 
ment they renounced the Name of Preste- 
rians, yea, preach'd againſt us; yet to ſup- 
port what we can this preſent Teftimony of 
our Congregational Brethren, we'll publith 
one of the Articles agreed to by all of us for 
ftrengthening our Uno after our ſaid Bre- 
threns Receſs, which is as follows, 

_ © 6. That no/Miniſters of - the Union ſtall 
« admit, - or conſent that any: Perſon ſhall 
<< preach in their Congregations, unleſs they. 
** have been ſolemnly admitted to the Mint- 
* firy by Ordination, ot approved. by ſome 
<* of the United Brethren, or produce a Te- 
© ſtimony that they have been under proper, 
© and preparatory Studies to qualify. thent 
&« for that ſacred Funion. ip 
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CHAP. VI. 


Seme further Examination what is Soci-- 


nianiſm, as to the DadGrine of ' Chuift's- 
Satisfadion, and what 1s not ſo; with: 
a brief account of ſeveral Phraſes uſed by 
Socinians and by the Ortbodox in a' very: 
contrary ſenſe, 


A Strict Obſervation in how uncertain a 

ſenſe Terms.and Phraſes are made ule. 
of, muſt convince one that Errors may be 
_ concealed from the Ignorant, and the 
Orthodox as eafily impeached without ground. 
by ſagacious Perſons who defign impoſing on 
the Vulgar.. ' I. ſhall give an inſtance in the 
Controverſy before me, which makes it evi-. 
dent, that Mens Explications and main Hy- 


Ppotheſis muſt be regarded above words, other-- 


Wiſe their ſenſe wil be miſtaken. 

1. I find the Socinians admit and make 
ule of the words which ſome Orthodox Di- 
vines eſteemed moſt diſtinguiſhingly expref- 
five of their own ſenſe, as Commutarion of 
Perſons as well as things for Perſons, (a) Sub- 
{titution and Surrogation of Chriſt's Perſon 
in our room. (b) Dying in our ſtead. (c) 
Chriſt was an Expiatory Sacrifice. (4) His 


(a) Crell. vol. 2: in 2 Cor. 5. 14. Reſp. ad Grot, 


" C4P. GJ, Par. 2. (b) Crell. vol. 3. Reſp. ad Grot. 


cap. 9, 10+ (c) Crell.Refp..ad Grot. cap. 9. (a) Crell. 
Relip. ad Grot.cap.10, Socin. de Servart. lib.2. C. 1 
GS - Suffe- 
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Sufferings were Puniſhments. - (e) Our Sins 
were. an impulſive Cauſe of Chriſt's Death. 
(f) Gcd was moved by Chriſt's Death to 
give us Forgiveneſs, (gz); Yea it was a Sa- 
tisfaQtion. . (bh) Chriſt was made a Sinner, 
vea- the .chief Sinner. And many. more fſach 
I: could mention: But this evidenceth that 
theſe very. Phraſes are capable of a very ill 
ſenſe as well. as a good one. Ruarus admits 
Chriſt did in a ſenſe impetrate our Pardon 
by his Death. Epift. 64. So doth Crell:us Reſp. 
gd Got. cap. 9g. part. 3. . 

2. The laſt Chapter gave us ſach a Sum- 
mary of their Aſſerticns as demonſtrates they 
uſe theſe Expreſjions in” no good ſen, but 
if_you conſult” the. places Jaſt cited; and in 


_ Chap: 5. you'll find them wreſted' to confiſt 


with the fore-mentioned Errors; but becauſe - 
It will be tedious to particularize, I ſhall enu- 
merate the Canſes and Ends they plainly 
and. truly” aſcribe the Death of Chriſt to. 
(a) 1, They aſfign' Chriſt's Death to God's 
meer Dominion over him as his entire Crea- 
ture, whom he would reward for it, tho not 
as merited. (6) 2. Iwwas an Example of Pa- 
tience, (c) 3. It was a Preparation of his 


—— 


(ec): Tom. 1. Przl. cap. 21, p. $80. (f;) Cref, 
Reſp. ad: Grot, cap. I. par. 11, (g) Crell., Reſp. 
ad'Grot..cap. 7, 8. (h) Crell. vol. 2. in 2. Ccr. 5, 
x4. Slicht. Tcm. 2. 1n 2 Cor. 5.31. 

(a) Slichr. 1n Rom. 3.24. & Phil.2.9. Crell.Reſp. 
att Grot. Cap. 2. Par. 1. & cap. 4. Par. 7. (b) Idem 
ub3 ſup; ad cap. 5. (£) Crell. Reſp. ad Grort. 215: 
Ig8,199.. | 


Sacti- 
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Sactitice to be offered to-God in Heaven for 
our Sins. (4) '4. It Thew'd how + mich he 
deſired our Salvation, thofach great Sinners, . 
and how faithfu}'hes would be in 'expiating. 
our Sins' in” Heaven, wher he endured fack 
dreadful age for our | ſakes,” which God - 
would have chiefly confidered*in our High-: 
Prieſt. (e) by His Death impreſſed a tender 
Aﬀection and -Pity. towards -us; that'*fo he- 
would ſuccour us who were to be ſo extream- 
ly afflifted, God would, not. haye pat Man- - 
kind in his» hands unleſs he firſt: ſulfered-- 
Death for Sirmers :-And-that God might ren- 
det is more affured,: that'if we ebeyed: we - 
ſhould * have eternal: Life;. Chrift ſhonld be 
ſo faſhioned that in a fenſ it ſhould: appear 
Chrift had more Tendernelfs for us-than God 
hitmfetf,. or otherwift it! had-been, as to us 
alike, that God had faved-us immediately, as 
to-have ſaved ns by Chrift..- Or, '(f) 6+ To- 
eſtabliſh the new Covenant and-- Promiſes. 
(8) 7. To-confirm his Dodtine. - () 8:;-To - 
come purſuant to God's Decree to-be-crovned > 
with Glory and Honour, and inveſted ywith< 
Authority and Power: to.convert, protect; for- 
give, and give -us-eternal-Life. - ) 9:-That- 
there might be greater Rewards: promiſed: 
to-induce us:to repent + thari there Wi 


A— 


_— 1 Sh 


(4) Ubi ſapra-«cap. 7.-& cap. 1. (e) Ctell. vol. 
I." 612, 613. .(f ) Socin. Tom. 1."596, Crell. vol. - 
620, 621z* (2) Crell. vol. 1. 612, 614, 618.) (þ) 
Socifti, Tom. t.. '578, 579- Cap, 21. p. 580, $59. - 
(7) Crelt, Tom, 2, 619. Wotz., vok-1, - Praledt. 
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58 Peace with Truth, 
fore. W, 10: To take away thoſe greater Sins. 
which the legal 'Sacrifices were not appointed 
for. (1) 11. Beget in us a firm hope of Life, 
tho we. ſhould die” as terrible a Death. 
() 12. That we might not fear Death, or 
the Curſe, which we ſee conquered by him. 
(z) 13. That we might be. induced to leave 
our Sin, When he died that we might be re- 
claimed from it by ſuch hope of Pardon up- 
| on leaving of it. ©) 14. To make known 
how highly kind and pacified God was to us. 
I paſs by a compliance with Pagan Cuſtoms. | 
3. As they . kmit Chriſt's Death in this 
manner, excluſtvely of and. in oppoſition to 
other Cauſes and _ Ends, which the proper 
Satisfaction of Chriſt more direAly ſfappo- 
ſth, as you fee in the fifth: Chapter. SoI 
could eafily ſhew how they dilute their own 
feeming Conceſſions, as well as reduce plain 
Scripture-Expreſſions to that Inſignificancy, 
that no Man can hope by their method to 
apprehend any kind of words with certainty 
as to their meaning ;z one while an as if (a 
guafi ) is all they intend dy their large Grants, 
4s if a redeenung Price, &c. God is as it 
were moved, and 4 #t-were obliged by Chriſt 
to pardon us : another while all is figurative, 
| aSa metaphorical Redemption. Chriſt's Death. 
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Socin. 1. Tom. $90, 594. Slicht. Tom. 2. 37. 
Crell. yol. 2. in Heb.g.13,14,15. (7). Socin. Tom.1. 
'Þ- 667: Crell, Tom.- 1. 618. (m) Socig. Tom. 1. 
$75, $95.  (n) Socin. Tom. 1.557, $88. (0) Se- 
Cit. Tom. 1. 586, Cell, yol. 2. par. 2. po2bs: * 
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' was an Expiatory Sacrifice, 7. e. metonymically 
and fymechdocically y fallee ſo, and it chiefly fig- 
nifies what by God's Decree followed upon it, 
viz, his Entrance into Heaven. Many more 
might be heaped of this kind. Soc. de Servar. 
Few, 2. (op «So 4g I. 172 Rom $2 Vw . * 

e rot. ca ar. I « So- 
ig, 5 1. Prelet _ Hoke þ. 196, 

4. .They ſometimes hate the. Difference 
between themſelves and others, and there are 
Hou things Paco ſtill adhere to and. ſecure, 

however ey Perplen this Controverſy with 
any ſeeming Grapts and. equivocal Expref- 
10Ns 

(1.) Socinus. ſtates . this Queſtion and de- 
nies.it: Are.our. Sins blotted out by any Com- 
penſation or 'SatisfaCtion, or elſe by FREgve | 
neſs? Moſt - think they are blotted 'out 
SatisfaRtion ne bg3 2 "but we think 't - 
ane Sotes ou þ Pre. le Forgiveneſs, or- a.. 

ardon abſolutely. r&]. Cap. 15. P. 565. - 
He alſo. ſlates. the Difference APY cg -, 
and. puts. this .for the Poſifion held by his - 
 own.Party. . I judg and =; this to be the | 
Orthodox Determination, That .Jeſus-Chrift : 
is. therefore our Savious-becith he _ made 
- known to. us. the - way of eternal "Lift OS” 
.inihis. own Perſon, both by the” Ex: 
his Life, and riſing from the des oye given - 
afſurance of it, and made. it_ @ident, as _ 


that he will give eternal Life. to us*who be- | 
lieve him. But. I _— that he neit - 
bay Divine : J whice, Py hich we Miners > 
d deſerve to he amned 3-nor was there 
Any. need that. 


ſhould. Krisfy It... 
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T opp. 2. de Servat. cap. 1.121. Crellius ſtates: 
 ttiis Queſtion; Did-the Redemption wrought. 
by Chriſt * melude bis Payment of a ere 
Price to God: for our - Sins, which he calls: 
Satisfa&tion ? Reſp. ad Grot..cap. 8. - This he 
denies; andhe and others- of them take great. 
advaritapge of- Cover's making uſe of Creditor, . 
Debtor,. and Debt, to-expreis tlieir Judgment. 
io this Controverſy. Other Inftances might 


Gad to gye or: promiſe them. Theſe are the- 
Heart ol 


ard diftinguiſh of Ex- 
which they call his:cwn 
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contain'd-a full deliverance from-the Puniſh- 
ment. of Sin. . As 20 Rupioticn on:God's part, 
thars in no wiſe by Chrift's inclining God: 
to forgive ofir Sins by -Þis Sacrifice z, yea So- 
cinus tells us God: alone expiates- Sin. And 
_ when CRELLFUS blames Grotizs form 
king:Socings to confine the Efficacy of Chriſt's 
| Sacrifice to Sins future for Prevention or Par- 
don, and excluding. the Forgiveneſs of Sins 
paſt, otherwiſe than as it begets Faith, and. 
{o turns usfrom. Sin. What greater .cxputing 
Virtue doth he aſcribe to it under the Notion 
of an expiating, Sacrifice? it's this, it fakes. 
- away the Guilt and Puniſhments of all Sins. 
tho paſt before Converſion, and. however 
great : = oy Rk ? He anſwers,. 
it's partly by . and - granting us a 
right to that thing, rs 4 pattly by. actually 
taking. away Divine Puniſhments. But #5: 
that Right' or Pardon at all properly pro- 
cured by this Sacrifice ? or by no means;. 
tha he Had. denied, and abides by the De- 
nial here,.and im the follpwing:SeRtions. The- 
ſam is; a crucified.Saviour his being exalted, 
and. in Heaven taking care of: our Salvation, 


aſſures us; that we: thall be s of the- 

Pardon ns pr Kerry re by 

the meer Mercy of God. without aeGeck to- 

Chriſt ;, and 'Chrift as.thie authorized. | 

on God's part conveys it, and aflifted with 

the Divine Power fully removes the Puniſh-. 
p < himſelf .doth-it.:: Nay, 


by their Sthame you cannot: well ſee them. 
allow lefs' cxpiating Virtue to fens Prayers 
than the legal Sacrijices, yea the yeatly: W, 

I ay. 


Bs 
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fay they, we explate our own Sins by tlioſe 
Prayers; and ſcarce more to Chri/t's Sacri- 
fice than the Legal, except as to more ſorts 
of Sin, and its greater aptneſs todiflwade us 
from Sin by the Love of God,” and ftrong 
grounds of me of higher Rewards, being 
more eviderred and affured by this Sacrifice 
of Chriſt, than by thoſe of the Law : For this 
Sacrifice of Chrift is no other than an inter- 
vening Means, which being performed, that 
Diſcharge follows- by ' the Divine ' Decres, 
which. the "ſe}f-inclined . God, unmoved.. by 
any thing:Chriſt was to do or ſuffer, re.olved 
freely-to beftow of his meer Mercy. . 

To add-no more, they carefully diſtm2uiſh 
between the Impetration: of. 'Pardon, &c. 
with reipe&'to the Divine Will, and the 
meais'-of the application of that 'Pardon to 
the: Sinner. - From the former they exclude 
Chriſt's'Sarsfaction and Merits, ard 'conftne 
their Virtue truly altogether to the latter. - 
The thing 'it eff .is unprocured as from God, 
the Sinner's. obtaining it is. ſubſerved by 
Chriſt by what ho perfoms to make us meet - 
for, it; and poſſeſſing, us in the Effects of it 
according tothe way decreed, ' and- that only. 
becauſe decreed. Socin. : Tom. 1. Prelett. cap. 
27. 21, 225 23, 24.' Tom. 2. de Serv. .cap: 4. . 
Crell. Reſp. ad Grot. cap. 8, 9, 10. 
- .. $$. It's very obvious that the Socinian'Con- | 

troverly lies not in thoſe/things wherein forme | 
.are induced toiplace them; becauſe. of certain 
Phtaſes' ſometimes occurring, in Debates con- | 
opt OCINIS of Chniſt's - Satisfactian. 
To Inſtance a few. FS : | 

_ (644) Its. 


lit att. lt. Pods 8 


- on- that account. deny that 


Peace with. Trath. 63 


(1.) It's not whether the Suffermgs of a 
Sponſor in the ſtead of the Sinner be in ſo 


ftrich a ſenſe a proper Puniſhment, as the 


Sufferings of the Delinquent himſelf would 
be? this is nothing with them ;-for their 
Queſtion is, Were Chriſt's Sufferings ſuch an 
Initance of God's reQtoral Hatred againſt our 
Sins, and Anger againſt Sinners, as that there- 
by the Honour of .his Jaſtice and mjured Go- 
vernment_ and Law was: provided for, ' and 
vindicated, and Sinners to be deterred from 


Sin by God's |mſifting upon ſuch a penal 
Compenſation before he would be reconciled to. 


ns/ Puniſhment pnder this Notion they ex- 
preſly diſpute againſt. ' : 

(2.) Nor is it about the Phraſe Commura- 
tion of Perſons between Chriſt ayd Sinners, 
they-grant it, admit a _Swrrogation of tlie 
typical Sacrifice inſtezd of: the Sinner, and a 
Subſtitution of Chrilt in- cur place. Their 
Point depends not on any ſuch mere words. 
But was Chriſt appointed, and did he conſent 
to endure what the Sinner was to ſuffer, that 


in vertae thereof the offended God' might be 
| appraſed, and the Sinner del;vered? This is 


the thing they oppoſe. - Crefl. Reſp. ad Grot. 

cap. 9. par. 14. explaining this very Phraſe. - 
(3.). Nor 1s with them the Queſtion, Whe- 

ther Chriſt's Sufferings were in part. the Ide, 


and in other refpets a full Equzvalent to the 


Arguments run againſt the Equivalency, at 
could Þbe a fall Price of Redemption, - or'a 
 SatiifatÞon; and well 'they may, when _y 
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call him.a-zncre Creature. Crell, Reſp.ad Grot.. 
C. 4. par. 2. & c.6. par.18. It's the Proportion 1a 
the Value they moſt direQly militate againſt... 
(4.) Nor, whether Chriſt was a S:nner in 
judicial- Eſteem, or was he reputed the inno- 
cent Mediator making amends to Fuftice for: | 
our Sins, that we - the Offendors might be: 
redeemed by his merits,, who, to make Satif- 
faction, ſubmitted to be dealt with as if-he: 
had- been a Simmer. The laft is enough for 
their Abhorrence;, and tho. Socinus took all 
Advantages to expoſe the' Orthodox, in re-- 
preſenting their Opinion as to the Imputation- 
of Sin to Chriſt, yet grants tliey ;hokd that: 
Chriſt was truly innocent,. and reputed. {o- 
by God even when he, was puniſhed as if an 
Otfender, De Servat. cap. 6, It's true, ſome- 
times they would force fome ſuch Conſcquence: 
en the words of. the Orthodox, as if Chriſt 
mult be legally reputed a-Sinner,. but that is 
to furniſh Tim emfelves with an Argument to r:- 
 dicule the true DoQtine of Satigfaftion, And. 
note, they deny tliat 2 Cor. 5.-21. Chri/t was 
made Sin, to be Chriſt was made a-Sacrifice 
for Sin; yea ſome render it, he was made a- 
Sinner, as Slicht. &c. God Cealt:with him as - 
a- Sinner.. .Socan in loc | 
(55) It's far enough from the Socinian Con- 
-troverly, whether Chriſt was- 1mwmediately 
obliged by the Law of Works to die, 7. e.-- 
Did. Ged thus ſentence Eg Fl hou Chriſt 
haſt ſinned, and- therefore thou ſhalt die ?- 


Or, was he immediately -obliged te die: by 
the Govenant of, Recewppriny. and mediately 
7, e, tie. Sentence | 1s:- 

to... 


£ 
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to be thus apprehended ? Whereas thou-my 
Son the Mediator, haft with my Conſent, de- 
clared thy willingneſs to- expiate Sin, -and 
ranſom Sinners, . juſtly condemned by the 
Curſe of my Law to die : And whereas my 
Vindifwe Tuftice, the Honour of my Law 
and Government, required that- I the Rettor 
ſhould exact Satisfaction and Reparation for 
the Crimes ef theſe Sinners by thy Death, if 
T agreed to thy redeeming and {aving them, 
and thou haſt obliged thy felf to die in their. 
ſtead to redeem them, therefore thou ſhalt 
die this accurſed, ſhamefal Death, Mm 
This, I fay, is no part of the Diſpute witlt 
the Socinians, for the laft account doth as 
direQly oppoſe their Notions as the former, 
nay much more ; -for it aſſerts the - Compact 
before his Incarnation; and. conſequently tlie 
Divinity, at leaſt Preexiftence of Chriſt. 
(6.) Nor yet is it of- any moment wither 
them, whether Men ſay Sin, woald be ins 
more proper lenſe the :7mmed:ate meritorious 
Cauſe of the S:inner's dying who commit- 
ted the Sin, than of - Chriit's dywg who 
did not commit the Sin, tho he obliged. him- - 
ſelf to make Satisfattion for it in the Sinnex's 
ftead, that the provoked God _ might be- re- 
conciled to him. The Point with them: be- 
ing this, Did our Sins, notwithſtanding God's 
merciful Diſpoſition, retain that Demerit in 
his account, as rendered Satisfaction for- 1t 
by Death neceſſary to reconcile him to Sm- 
ners ; . and conſequently did Chriſt fuffer | 
Death to make that Satisfattion which- was 
become thus neceſſary. by Sin, ard yet im- 


potſhble 
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poftible for the Sinner to make. . 

(7.) It's true, the Sociniaris uſually fav 
our Sins:were the: occafion of Chriſt's Death 
( yet oft they call them the antecedent Cauſe) 
but occaſion being, more common and agree- 
able to their Hypothefis, I: wiſh others had 
waved that word to prevent Abuſe, Never- 
theleſs the mere 'uſing of that word is far 
from arguing any Man to Sociniar5ze, ſo thag 
he apply it to a fenſe oppoſite to what S8:- 
mans do. This will appear, if we conlider 
in what ſenſe the Socimans ule it ; they ſay 
our Sin was an occaſton of Chrift's Death, as 
Sin was that which we were to be reclaim:d 
from, and our hope ſupported againſt. And 
the Death .of Chriſt was that _ in which 
Gcd, who was not unreconciled before, did 
4ppoint Chriſt to reclaim us from our Sins ; 
as his Death afſureth as of the Truth' of his 
Deftrine. and Promiſes, manifeſteth God's 
prior Reconciliation, and, fo. his Death be- 
came an Argument to encline us to believe 
and pay and alſo a canſa fine qua non ; 
doth of a ſtrong Motive to Holineſs, viz. the 


' endleſs Glory defigned in Heaven for us 
(which was before ſhut up) and - of - that 
' Power, Authority and Care of Chriit at 


God's Right-hand to bring us into the Poſ- 


{ſlion of it. 


- 


- But when others ſhall call our Sins an oc- 
caſion of Chriſt's Death; and explain 1t thus; 
T hat it was an occaſion of. Chriſt's 'Death as 
a- penal Satisfaction © to the Juftice of Gd, 


- and that he endured it to pucify God to Sin- 


ners; that God's hatred of. Sinz and. his 
Jultice 


. 
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Juſtice: ( yea puritive' Juſtice) might be no 
leſs demonſtrated in Chriſt's SatisfaRion 
than if the Sinners bad, been damned. At 
his Obedience, and his Punifl;ments wherein 
Lind:ttive Tuſtice was thus glorified, did me- 
7it the Pardon of our Sins, and eternal Life, 
ſuch an Explication doth as much oppoſe Soci- 
nianiſm, as if they had uſed theword meri- 
t0710u5 Cauſe initead of occgfior, 

That no Perſon may pretend the Reverend 
Mr. Baxter's Authority .m favour of Socinia- 
iſm, becauſe he ſometimes calls our Sins an 
occaſion of Chriffs Death, 1 do aſſure the 
Reader that he explains the word occaſion in 
the laſt ſenſe, and in the motMWirect oppoſi- 
tion to ,Socenianiſm: nor can any pretend 
but the reaſon he uſeth this word, as alſo pro 
cauſa meritoria, or inſtead of a meritorious 
Cauſe, is only to diſtinguiſh Chriſt the Spo- 
ſor making SatisfaRion to Juſtice for our Sins, 
from the Sinner himſelf when ſuffering for 
his own Sins. To evidence which; I bave re- 
peated his own Afertions under this ſeventh 
Head, and could eaſily cite his own words, 
which _—_ exaQtly ' to what's Aztiſorinian 
in the fix foregoing Heads. ' See Method, 
T heol. par, 3. cap. 1. determ, 11, 12, 15. 

Need I add that he ſays, © God declared 
© to the feeling of Chriſt his Diſpleaſure a- 
< gupnit Sin, which was the Cayſe of all the 
« Miſeries which he endured, z. e. ſaith he, 
<« Chriſt bare thoſe Puniſhments, which .the 
<« Anger and Diſpleaſure of God agaiult Sin 
-” ad Sinners cauſed to be inflicted 'on him. 
* our Sponſor. ' Ub: fp. Difp,'4. and all this 

in 
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*© in our -ſtead, Der. 10: He made. Safi: 
* faction for our Sins to God as Retfor, and- 
<< as the injured Party : Determ. 14. Chriſt's 
<©' Death anſwered” all the Ends of the mm 


4s 


' proper Puniſhments, and 'of the Threat- 
* ning, of the Law : Determ. 12; When he 
* calls Sin an occaſion of Chriſt's Death, he 
there calls it alſo a remote meritorious 
j Cauſe: Determ.5, And as for a proper meri- 
it * torious Cauſe as when Children are puniſh- 
| © ed for their Parents Sins: Dererm.,5. His 
** Safaction yielded to our 'moſt juſt Rector 
a fuffcient ground on which to forgive peni- 
tent Believers ſpiritual and erernal Punith- 
ments: Dif 2. Nay, he ſees not, ſuppo- 
© {ing the Law of Works, how God coxld. 
| * forgive our Sins without the Penal Sati(® 
x * fattion of Chriſt : Diſp. 2. & Determ, 15. 
[ It were endleſs to. produce the Inſtances. de- 
| monſtrating: the Orthodoxne6- of this. great. 
| Man as to-the Satixfaction- of Chriſt againſt 
Socinianiſm, And by the ' way, ſuch as fay; 
Chriſt's penal SatisfaRtion was rot neceſſary 
to the forgiveneſs of our- Sins, do a thonſand: 
- times more favour Socinianiſm than”Mr."Bax- 
ter's Notions or Words can be wrefted to; 
Perhaps others who follow Epiſcopizs 'and: 
ſome other A:minians (when all 'muſt | ac- 
_ quit him of Socinianiſm) may furmiſe . he ta-. 
voureth their Notian of Chriſt's Death, . as if 
it were a Satisfaction. only to the HW?! of God, | 
and not a. full Satisfaction to the  Fuffice of, 
God, To this I anſwer, Mr..B. diftinguiſh- 
eth SatisfaCtion into 'that which is the fulfil, _ 
ling the Wl of a Perſon, .and that 'which 1s 
| 336 
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the Payment of what was owing by an Equi- 
valent otherwiſe not due. And he affirms, 
that Chriſt's Satisfa&tion was not a mere ful- 
filling the Wi of God (tho it ſuppoſeth his 
Conſent ;) but it was a ful! Equivalent to what 
Puniſhments we- deſerved, in that it better 
anſwered the Ends of Divine Government, 
than the Sinner's Puniſhment would have 
done, it more fully demonſtrated the vin- 
dictive Juſtice of Goa, than if the Sinner had 
been damned, and it was a full Satisfaftion 
to ,governing Juſtice, and the End of the 
Law. Ubi [upra Dererm. 10, 11, 12,15. 

I thought this account neceflary not only 
for the forementioned End, but'alſo that our 
Agreement in oppolition to Socinianiſm might 
not exclude Mr. B..and fuch-as approve of 


'his Scheme, which would add ſtrength to that 


Hereſy, and be injurious to many worthy 
Perſons; nor ought a few words fo fully ex- 


plained be, preſſed to brand them with that 


odious Title, who could more plauſibly fix 
the ſame Chara&er on Perſons from things 


'plainly aſſerted .in the Socinian ſenſe, and 


Jubſerving their Hypotheſis : As Chriſt's Death 
was not neceſſary to.:the remiilion of Sin, 
the . Promiſe of Forgiveneſs is no Efett of 
Chriti's Death. Repentance under the Goſpel 
isan Efett of juſtifying Faith inChrilt, The 


preaching of Reconciliation to Sinners, is only 


to publiſh to them that God is already recon- 
ciled to them, and to call them to be recon- 
ciled. 70 God, | Nany. others might be 'in- 
flanced; but t think it were unjuſt, even npon 
ſuch grounds, to call any of theſe — 
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CHAP. VI. | 

An Enquiry into wbat Difference ſeems to 
remain concerning the Satusfattton of | 
Chriſt, and Tuſisfication of a Sinner, 
And thus Difference reduced below any 
Cauſe of Diſcord. . | 


I Think \both ſides are acquitted from all 

dangerous. Errors Concerning the Satif- 
faction of Chriſt, and Juſtificatiun of a Sin- 
ner ; nor can I doubt but the impartial Rea- 
der muſt apprehend the remaining Diffe- 
rence doth not lie in Opinions about theſe 
Docrines themſelves, but tn accommodating 
ſome words in oppoſition to other Errors 
which either Side have more eſpecial! «7 
plied their Minds to confate, unleſs he ſhould 
allo aſcribe it to a Zeal for ſundry received 
Phraſes on 'the one part, and an apprehenſion 
m-the other part, that more accuracy is be- 
come needful ſince thoſe Phraſes were re- 
ceived. | | | 

7, In both theſe Doctrines the viſible 
Spring of what Difference remains is a 
different Notion of Chriſt's Suretifhip. For 
by this the word [mputation, as uſed in both 
theſe Dotrines, 1s : governed, viz. how our 
Sins were imputed to Chriſt when he ſat:sfred, 
and how Chrift's Righteonſue s 1s imputed to 
us . when - we are juſtified ;, both which yo 
pend | 
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pend upon the various Conceptions of the 
Suretiſh;p of Chriſt, and the manner of his 
repreſenting us, which I will begin with. 
One Side thinks him a_mediating Surety, arid 
diſtinguiſhing both as to the matter engaged, 
and Inftrament wherein he voluntarily en- 
gaged himſelf, as alſo the reſpe& he had to 
us therein. 

I. In the, Covznant of Redemption. they 
conider Chritt agreeing with his Father the 
Terms of Satisfaction to Juſtice, and Tmpe- 
tration of Life for Sinners, and obliging him- 
ſelf to aſſume our Nature, and therein per- 
f-tly to obey the Law, die an accurſed 
Dcath, with whatever was equ:v.aent to 
what by the Covenant of Works our Sins 
deferved. Here they think Chritt did not 
Lovenant /tr icy in qur ſtead, or as our Proxy, 
tho he covenanted to die in our ſtead, even 
ftrifly fo : He tranſattay as a free Interpoſer 
tho for our Salvation; we were no federatinz 
Party, tho we were the Perſons whoſe Salua- 
t:on-was his promiſed Reward : And there- 
fore we have more reaon, fince we are become? 
his Members, to ſay we intercede in Chritt 
now, than to ſay that we covenanted in Chriſt 
then. Finally, they account his A of en- 
gaging ſo peculiar to himſelf, that his now- 
pertormance of what he engaged ( which was 
1mpoſlible) had nct made us more guilty, 
tho it would have left us miſerable for er 
own Sins, there being no other way to re- 
deem us. 

2. They find Chriſt called a Swrety in the 
Gejpel- Covenant made with fallen Man, Heb. 7. 


_ 
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22. and no where elſe. This Covenant ſup- 
ſeth the former, yea ſuppoſeth Chriſt's 
aving executed his Engagements by the Co- 
venant of Redemption to make Satisfaction 
to Juſtice ( -. e. it was at firſt accepted as-if - 
executed ) for this Covenant with Man doth 
not adiuſt the rerms of Redemption, but the 
way of convening the Effe&s -of that Re- 
demption, and.-.is called the Teftament of our 
Lorg Jeſus, whereby he bequeaths the Bleſ 
ſings he acquired by his atoning Death. In 
this Covenant Chriſt is ſuch a S:rcty, as not 

_ only afſures us all will be performed which is 
promiſed tous on God's part, but thatunder- 
takes to bring in the EleR, and for the Perſeve- 
rance of Believers unto eternal Life, by his ex- 
erting that Power and Authority he hath re- 
ceived. But here al'd they apprehend Chriſt 
a diftintt federating Party : A Mediator treat- 
ing and obliging himſelf to make the Cove- 

ant ſtand ſure, and effet the Ends it was 
deſigned for : but he binds not himſelf to be- 

lieve, repent, or perſevere for 4; but that 
we ſhall repent, believe and perſevere ; nor 
doth his Engagement that we ſhould do fo, 
prevent our perſonal Engagement by Cove- 
nant to do it ovr ſelves, tho in his Strength, 

| Now our Att of engaging is not his engaginy 

AR;, but an Effet of it ; nor is our repenting - 

' his repenting AR, but the Effet of his en- 

_ gaged Afiftance ;, nor is that Afliftance «ft his 
reckoned to be legally our alliſting our ſelves; | 
nor can we ſay. that we covenanted in Cir; | 

to bring in the Ele, or that Believers (lll 

perſevere : By which, with other Reaſons, we 

are 
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are induced to think, that in covenanting he 
tranſacts ſtill as Mediator ; but he obl:ging 
himſelf .to theſe great Performances, in order 
to our doing what we are perſonally obliged 
to do, and our receiving what we are nece{- 
ſitated to receive, if eyer we be ſaved even in 
a Goſpel-way (tho it ſappoſeth him already 
crucified) he is properly-called a Surety of the 
—_ Covenant, yet ſtill-connoting him a 74e- 

Lator. | 

I need not ſuggeſt, that if in this new Co- 
venant Chriſt's Suretyſhip will not infer our 
being,one feederating Party with Chrift, and 
hence that we covenanted 7: him ; it will far 
leſs follow we did fo in the Covenant-of Re- 
demption, which treated of things ſo improper 
to be once propos'd to. us as undertaking Par- 
| ties, much leſs-as Principals, which to ſtrictly 

legal Sureties always are ſuppoſed. But of 
* this I have treated in Man made righteous, and 
in Anſwer to the Report, and P.S. to Goſpel- 
Truth. £ 

THE OTHER SIDE think Chriſt, 
with the Father's conſent, came into'the Cove- 
\ nant of Works conſidered as a-Bornd, (as un- 
violated ſay Jome, as violated fay others) and 
therein became one feederating Party with us, 
- (as Ele& ſome ſay, as Believers ſay others) 
even- ſuch a Surety as made the Covenant of 
Works run thus : If thou Chriſt my Son, 
you the Elect (or Believers) do obey: all the . 
Law, you ſhall live : But if they fin, thou o- 
they ſhall die, or they having ſinned, thou 


1 ſhalt die: And they conceiving Chriſt to be 


as a ſtrict pecuniary Surety in this one Bond 
; 14 with 
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with us, they eſteem him one legal Perſon and 
Repreſentative in ſuch a ſenſe as that we did 
covenant in him, and are legally eſteemed to 
do and ſuffer what he did; and not only ſe- 
cam of Salvation in his right, and for his 
ake. | 
This may be accounted by ſome a dangerous 
Difference, and ſo it were oz our part, if we 
did not own that Chriſt's fulfilling of the Law 
was an Article in the Covenant of Redemp- 
"tion; and that we are as fully aſſured of Salva- 
tion, if we accept of Chriſt, as if we had 
covenanted in him ; -and that he hath engaged 
the Ele& ſhould accept of him, tho they did 
not covenant in him : and that Believers have 
as inviolable an Intereſt in the Benefits of 
Chriſt's Death, both in his right and by the 
Goſpel-promiſe, as if they were legally e- 
ſeemed to ſuffer what he did ſuffer. But all 
this we acknowledg. It would be as dange- 
rous on our Brethrens part to ſay we cove- 
nanted in Chriſt, and obeyed in him, if they 
did not renounce all proud aſſuming Boaſts, 
as if they were 4s righteous as Chriſt, or 
ſtood on terms. with God needing mo more 
Afts of Mercy than that one of appointing 
Chriſt to be Mediator ; but after that :they 
are on terms of ſtri& Juſtice, and above For- 
giveneſs, &c. The like Danger would enſue 
their Poſition, if they did not acknowledg 
the necefity of Faith to Juitification, and 


F 


this Faith to be always accompanied with Re- 
pentance and perſevering Holineſs. - But onr 
Brotetex renounce\the former, and own the 
atter, IF | 


oy 


Matters 
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Matters ſtanding thus,will afford no ground 
to hereticate each other : We think a mediat- 
ing Surety obliged in a dit: Bond to per- 
form the utmoit which our Brethren attrm 
Chriſt to have done, doth as well ſecure our 
State, and ſupport our Faith as if in the ſame 
Bond, and better account for the fſapiential 
Methods of Divine Government towards Man 
fince the Fall,with God's judicial Procedures to- 
wards Man as under Goſpel-offers, and his ſuſ- 
- pending Chritt's merited Benefits till Men be- 
hieve, as alſo his recorded Pleadings with Sin- 
ners. The Brethren think not that Chriſt did 
more for our Salvation than weallow,bur that 
we did more in Chriſt z and thenceJuds. our 
Faith more ſupported, and the Law of Works 
more honoured in their way. But did each ſide 
perceive all the aforeſaid reſpective Ends alike 
provided for, and evil Conſequences equally 
avoided, the Notion in debate could for its 
own ſake admit no Diſpute on either fide.” 
And is it not pity to hate each other for mii- 
taking the beſt Scheme, to avoid the ſame E- 
vils which both would prevent, and ſecure 
that ſame Good which both honettly aim at by. 
their reſpective Hypotheſes ? 

Forbearance 1s the +juſter in this- point, 
becauſe it turns upon a Solation of this Que- 
ſtion, When Adamis called a Figure of Chy/t, 

Rom. F. 18. is there not ſome 4zſparity in their 
Repreſentation of Men,as well as in thoſe other 
things there inſtanced ? Our Brethren think 
Chrit io fuily prefigured by Adam as a Rejre- 
ſentative, that we as truly obeyed and {uffer- 
ed in Chriſt, as we ſmned im Adam, . We 
7 VN D 2 think 
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think the Figure, as to Repreſentation, is to - 
be cxplaniel thus : Asno man becomes a Sin- 
ner, or dieth, whoſe Depravedneſs and Death 
were not procured and merited by Adam's 
firſt Sin ;fand tho the Pagan Sinners who died, 
did not actually fin againſt a revealed poſitive 
Law, as Adam did, yet he was the Root of 
Death to them as well as to the Jews under 
Aoſes's Law : So no men are quickned, juſti- 
fied, ſanctified, -or ſaved, but Chrift :s a Root 
oF Life, Grace, Juſtification, - Holineſs, and 
Glory to them (in all theſe by his 2Zerzts, in 
tome alſo by his Spirit and Power.) 

But yet we conceive Chriſt may as well an- 
fiver Adam's Figure here intended, by our 
being quickned, juſtified, and ſaved by 
Chriit's Obedience imputed -to us, without our 
being efteemed to have obeyed: and ſiffered 
?n him, as Chriſt was condemned and died 
for Adam's Sins imputed to him, tho:-he was 
not efteemed to have ſinned in Adam. As he 
was condemned by our Diſobedience, ſo we 
are juſtified by hi; Obedience, viz. the firſt 
by his own Compa& withthe Father, the laſt 
by that and the Goſpel too : He was not con- 
demned by any imputation that made him by 
the Law a Sinner, unleſs he ſinned in Adam ; 
neither are we juſtified by being legally judg- 
ed Sufferers or Obeyers in him. It avails 
not to ſay Chriſt was legally a Sinner, and 
yet not-reputed to fin in Adam, becauſe Chriſt 
was our Root ; for tho -he was our Root as to 
Grace, Acceptance, Pardon and Glory, and 
whatever elſe did proceed from him to ws, as our 
Saviour ; nevertheleſs, it he was a Simmer, - 
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could not as to this be our Root, unleſs we 
derive Sin from him ; but furely-that Dexc- 
mination muſt have its Root, not in him, but 
in thoſe that were Sinners before bum, and 
whoſe Sins were imputed to him : they muſt 
denominate that one legal Perſon into which he 
came, a ſinful guilty Perſon ;, as he doth that 
one obeying, ſatisfying Perſon, into which we 
are admitted-: (which Terms our Brethren 
eſp-uſivg, I argue from.) | 

Finally, we are enclined to ſet the foreſaid Lt- 
mit to Chriſt's Repreſentation by this among 
many other Reaſons : for. nn that Roz. 5. 15. 
where Adam is called a Figure, the Death of 
thoſe Heathens was merited by their own per- 
ſonal Tranſpreſlions as well as by Adam's Dit- 
obedience. But the Elec, even when Belevers 
do not, merit Life by - their own perſonal O- 
bedience ; and therefore we are not  repre- 
ſented jaltogether in the ſame manner in 
Chriſt as in Adam.-- : 

2. From the -former another point art eth 
referring expreſly*to the Satisfattion, viz. m 
what-ſenſe our Sins were imputed to Chriſt. 

. One faith our Sins were imputed to Chriſt 
only as to Guilt or Obligation, to bear-;the 
Puniſhment which- we -deſerved for . them ; 
which Puniſhments tho he obliged himſelf to: . 
. endure in our ſtead to reconcile God to us, 
yet that-did -not render him-a Sinner in God's 
account, . becauſe that Title reſults from” the. 
violation of - the :Precept-abſtractedly from a 
- reſped& to the threatning ; and conceiving he. 
was not a Sinner in our ſtead, tho he ſuffer'd. 
in our ſtead the puniſhments due to. our-ſins, ; 

D 3 they 
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they think he was eſteemed by God what in 
truth he-was, viz. the holy, innocent Media- 
tor, puniſhable by his own conſent for the 
Sins he came to explate, and were not expi- 
able without his dying in our ſtead. 
But our Brethren think our Sins were {o im- 
puted to Chriſt, as to give him the Denomi- 
ration and judicial acceptation of a Sinner mn 
the eſteem of God and the Law. 
Yet leſt the difference ſhould appear great- 
er than it is,.it's. fit I inform you that our 
Brethren deny that Chriſt had any Sin or 
Defilement in him, or had any Sin of his own :. 
they- were our Sins, only i#puted to him, and 
he was a legal Sinner by being one polztical 
Perſon with thoſe Sinners whom the Law e- 
mos real Sinners, and condemned as 
uch. 
On the other hand, we own that (ſuppoſing 
the Covenant of Redemption) he was as truly 
obliged, and God the juſt Reffor at as full li- 
berty to puniſh him for our Sins, as if he had. 
been reputed: a S:#ner : Nay Divine Juſtice 
required the infliting thoſe Puniſhments on 
him, if the Sinner was to be redeemed from. 
them for his-ſake. | LOR, 
Now, ' Reader, can this difference juſtify 
mutual Cenſures -or Alienation ? What, is-a 
Sinner without Filth, yea or any Fault of 
his own, above. a Sponſor obliged to bear 
the: Puniſhments. of other mens. Sins: in the 
| ſtead of the Offenders? And they who ac- 

| knowledg 'him to be-this, what leſs fay- they 
of-him than the. others mean, tho ſcrupulous of 
that harſher. Denomination'?. At leaſt 1t-would 
appear 
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appear ſtrange to revile each other for a dif- 
ferent explication of that Text, 2.Cor. 5. 21. 
he was made Sin for us, One thinks he was 
made a Sacrifice for Sin after the Hebrew 
Cuſtom : for we. find very oft the words 
CIURN and "WOT to ſignify a Sin-Offering 
as well as Sin, Lev. 7. 1, 2. and cap. .4. 28, 
29, 33. And this very Apoſtle follows the 
ſame Ulage, calling -.an Offering. or Sacrifice 
for Sin a «uagria;, *Rom, B,* Heb. 10. 5. The 
other ſide will have it meant that Chriſt was 
made a Sinner, but a ' Sinner that's holy, un- 
defiled, and never offended: which Notion of 
being made Sin is too diminutive to admit 
harſh thoughts of ſuch as entertain it. 

An unconcerned Obſerver will be apt to 
ſay, Theſe who call Chriſt a Sinner are in- 
tent to Tenounce Secinianiim ;-and- they who 
call him a Sacrifice for Sin, are as fo{liciton> 
to confute Socinianiſm and Antinomianiſ:: 
too, by withholding an advantage which both 
theſe Errors receive by the uſe of: that Word. 
But where's the Chriſtian Charity or Prudence 
of the condemming Side, when both contend 
for what ſeems the beſt Defence of the Doctrine 
of Satisfa&tion ? The other Phraſes accounted 
for in the 6th Chapter, admit the fame Miti- 
gation as this; and upon the ſame Grounds. 

3. The third point wherein there appears 
ſome difference, refers to the Doctrine of 
Fuſtification. But before I inſiſt on this, per- 
mir me to offer a few hints: 

1. Any Difference in this matter ſeems to 
proceed from want of an equal Conſideration 
of the Covenant of- Redemption, which fixed. 
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the termsof. Satisfaction, and Impetration of 


ſaving Benefits, which Chriſt alove was 


thereby obliged to perform ; and the Goſpel- ' 


Covenant, wherein the Method of giving us 
a peMonal Intereſt in the-Bleſlings impetrated 
by Chriſt -is. — By the former, all 
that belongs- to Satisfaction and Merit are 
confined to Chriſt, and Pardon, Adoption, 
and eternal Life put in the hand of our Sa- 
viour as his Reward. By the latter, a way 
becoming our fallen State and rational Nature, 
is appointed to apply to us a Right to. the 
purchaſed Bleſſings ; nor can the Scripture- 
Account of God's Calls, Pleadings and judi- 
cial Proceedings be explained without it. I 
think the not diſtinguiſhing theſe two Cove- 
nants, or-fixing the Mind upon either of them, 
with tco little regard to the other, contrt- 
' tute much to our. Debates, E.7: 

2, With Humility. I propoſe to Conſidera- 
tion, whether ſach can dangerouſly err as to the 
way of-Salvation, and particularly in the 
Podrine of ' Juſtification, who do honeſtly 
- adhere to ous foregoing account of Chriſt's 
Satisfattion , and in fubordination' thereto, 
aſſert a Goſpel-Law or Covenant, wherein is 
enacted a Rule by which the ſaving Effects of 
that SatisfaCbion are given forth: it ſeems to me 


highly improbable. 'For in the account given 


of . Satisfaction, we aſcribe the whole Impe- 
tration of. Pardon, Acceptance, and all ſaving 
Benefits only to the. Atonement and Merits of 
- Chriſt, expreſly-excluding all our own Graces 


and good Works from the leaſt placetherein : 


-\ \% And by.our Judgment of the Goipel-Law, _ 
\ Os 6 
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ſecure-the Method and Rule of the perſonal 
Application of theſe merited Benefits, and that 
conformably to the ſcope of the Bible in its 
moſt explained Parts, .as well as in full con- 


| fiſtency with an apt Miniſtry, and a judicial 


Sentence againſt impenitent Infhdels, to whom 
| thoſe Benefits are not' applied, notwith- 
ſtanding Goſpel-Offers es of 
| Whereas if we conceived ' never fo fitly. 
and with greateſt Soundneſs concerning the 
Satrsfaftion- of Chriſt, and denied a Goſpel- 
Law (or what's equivalent to it ) we _—_ 
hend no ſmall Danger inevitably to enſue ; 
and that in no leſs a matter than Mens Sal- 
vation : for if - this Goſpel prove a Rule of 
Judgment, and that Chyiit gives forth Pardon 
and ſuch merited Benefits thereby, will not our 
Atniftry be wieleſs and enſnaring to. Souls, 
which doth not explain and preſs the Goſpel- 
Conditions in order to. an Intereſt in thoſe 
Benefits ? And muſt not thoſe ſecure Sinners 
be deſtroyed who ſabmit not to thoſe;Condi- 
tions, however confident they be. upon Or- 
_ thodox Apprehenſions of what. Chriſt: hath 


done to ſatisfy Juſtice, and merit eternal Life ?: - 


The Boundaries therefore 1] would propoſe tg 
my ſelf are, that Chriſt be not r:valled in -his 
atoning-or meriting Performances on the one 


hand, nor rejefFed in [his. enacted Rules of i> 


diſpenſing his purchaſed 'and offered Benefits 


on the other : for he is truly ' diſhonoured, * +... 4 
* and Souls undone by both. -But I would not ..; 
be miſtaken, as it this were {uggeſted to e-.. 


flet on the Brethren who are ſeriouſly intent 
upon the firit ; for-it already appears, and 
Ds5. will 


Bs 
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will be more evident that they negle& not the - 
laſt, . but- aFrm what to this. purpole is equz-. - 
valent to a Goſpel-Law. . | 
_ 3::It.is very. evident that when Proteſtants 
expreſs great: Zeal for Chriſt's alone R:ighteouſ- 
neſs imputed-to us in Juſtification; againſt the 
Popiſh. Doftrine,: the generality of: the Learn- - 
ed among them: do::only- exclude every thing 
beſides that. Righteouſneſs: of Chriſt, from be- - 
ing-mexitorious:of :” Acceptance, Pardon, Lite, 
and any other Bleſſing -; and. from being any 
Satisfaction: or- Compenſation for any Sin ; at- - 
firming.that. this alone can atone the Anger of . 
God,;: for the ſake of this alone will he abſolve 
us;--and-nothing below- this is perfe& enough | 
for- us .to- ſtand in- before the Bar: of his Ju- 
ſtice.-. And: therefore the Work. of Faith it 
ſelf. can” be no juftifying Righteouſneſs in 
that:ſenſe they took juſtifying Righteouſneſs - 
(all which* we heartily own;) and hence 
they -oft - appropriate the juſtifying Aptitudey 
and Office of Faith' moſtly to a Relzance on 
that ſole meriting Righteouſneſs of Chritt, . 
and--its- rece:ving Forgivenels, . Acceptance, 
and a Right to Life; of meer Mercy, for the - 
fake of Chriſt's -alone Merits : - All which is - 
juſtly and truly ſpoken; as they accommodate - 
it. to the defence of- Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, -. 
as the only thing appointed or fit for the fore- - } 
- deſcribed Purpoſes, and ..in oppoſition to-the - 
Pop.fþ Dottrine of- Merit, . ' 
The Diſpute they had with the Pop: Church + 
was - about this meriting, atoning,. ſatisfying }. 
KighteouMels; and you | find them often pro--- 
pA. that. if the Papiſts would prant that this 
Righteouk.- 
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Righteouſneſs was that of Chrift alone, the 


4... great Controverſy about Juſtification was at- 


an end : But at the ſ@me time moſt Prote- 
ftants, and our Homiles do fully grant, that 
Repentance was neceſſary, and required 'to 
Forgiveneſs, and Faith to Juſtification, ant 
theſe Bleſlings promiſed to thoſe Graces, tho 


they were not led to diſpute whether theſe ' 


were to be called a Righteouſneſs as qualify- 
ing the Subjeft on whom God's juitifying A 
terminated : But whether in that A& God 
regarded any thing as a meriting, abſfolving, 
ſatisfying Righteouſneſs, any thing as a Sat:/- 
fa&tion to Juſtice, any thing as an impelling 
Motive, or valuable Conſideration, beſides 
the Righteouſneſs of. Chriſt, To this their 
Debates were confined in their day, and this 
they were intent to maintain, as all Chriſti- 
ans -ought to be : Whereas the reaſon of 
debating the Name of that by which the 
Subjet of Juſtification was determined in 


| oppoſition to ſuch whom God did. not juſtify, 


was not ſo much before them as before others, 
of: later years affaulted by ſach as went into 
another*Extreme from the Do&rine- of Po- 
pifh Merit. *- Sa 

Nor was this matter otherwiſe ſtated by 
our able Divines who contend againſt ſuch 


Arminians, as affirmed the To credere, to be 


our juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; for by Righte- 
ouſnels ſach Arminians mean the Righteouf 
nels which is part of Payment, and ſtands m 
the place of, and anſwers the ſame Ends-in 
our Juſtification, as perfect Obedience ſerted 
for--to -finleſs Man ; which we wy oe 
; ate 


% 
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ſlated and renounced. . Were there need, a--- 


t undant Teſtimonies offer -by which this - - 


Head. is eabily proved, .tho I grant ſome Men : 


may be found to vent ſome confiftent Ex- - , 
preſſions. Having premiſed. theſe things, I ' 


reaſſime the Difference about - Juſtification 
that ſeems to continue, which lies, 
1. In the manner of, the- Imputation of * 
Chriſt's Rightequſneſs- Both agree it -is.-4m:-” 
puted;' bat how, is. not fo univerſally affented 
to : One ſide thinks the fenſe of 'imputing 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to be, that God rec- 
kons us to haye legally done and ſuffered- 


what Chriſt did; and- this to the full Satif- - 


faction of, Juſtice .and. the Law. of Works;: 
- and therefore are reputed to have perfectly: 
obeyed-the Precepts of this Law, and fully 
endured its Curſe and for our legally doing -- 


ſo,. God. judgeth and pronounceth us: righte- 


oys in full Conformity to the Law, and there- 
gina! Life. If you ask, Is. this juſtifying 
entence the Sentence of the Law of Works, 
w1z, its premiant Sanction applied to us by 
God as the righteous Judg judging us by the 
Law. of, Works ? They anſwer, It is the Sen- 
tence of the Law of Works, but it is of Goſ- 
pel-Grace that God allowed Chriſt to be 


one Perſon with us in the Covenant of Seeks ND 


whereby we are thus accounted-to obey and . 
ſuffer in him... But others think that the 
Righteouſnels .,of. Chriſt is imputed in the 
following manner, viz. 1. They conſider that 
the Father promiſcd to Chriſt in Reward of. 


his Obediznce. and Suffering, . that they who -. 


believed. - 


fare entituled to Pardon, Adoption, and* - 
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believed on him ſhoukd-be pardoned, acer, 
dealt with as righteous Perſons who had. not 
ſinned; -and be eternally fav'd : - Hence the: 
Lord Jeſus has a right to Believers:obtaining - 
theſe things. And as Faith deſcribes the Per- 
{ons in this Covenant whoſhall obtain them, ſo 
when we become Believers, we are accounted. 
and adjudped tobe ſuch Believers, and ſuch as - 
are to obtain thoſe Bleſſings in Chriſt's Right. - 

2. They conſider God in Chriſt for - fa-- 
piential Ends, making in-the Goſpel an'Ofer 
of Pardon, Adoption,” and eternal Life to- 

vor Sinners if- they believe, and- promiſing 
theſe Bleſſings-wher they believe, and- ftill as- 
Bleflings . bought by Chriſt's Obedience and - 
| Sofferings; and-promiſed to him for Believers; 

tho withal uſed in his Goſpel as Aot:ves to - 
inforce his Command of Faith and Calls to: 
it. Theſe things thus conſidered, we-appre- 
hend that when God in Chrift juſttfieth' us, 
he doth not only give us Pardon, Adoption, 


and Life; but: he-adjadgerh and ſentenceth ns. 
to be the Perſons-that- by® the : Covenant of 
Redemption were to be. pardoned, adopted- 
and ſaved-in the-right of Chrift 5 and ro whom 
the Goſpel by-«ts Promiſe gives a - perſonal 
— Right to that-Pardon, Adoption-and. Life as 

3. fonenes by: Chriſt : And! he- efteems-and- 
y$ AMAjudgeth that the: Obedience and Sufferings: 
of Chriſt in their-fall virtue,--is our-pleadable 
Security for the: enjoyment of them, 'where- 
by we have a -right to plead his Death and 
Merits with God as what procured theſe for 
us, as well as God's Fidekity, who promiſed 
them to-us-in his Goſpel. -. | 
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.You ſee by: this account that we- riſe not 


ſo high as to ſay, we are accounted. to do and 
ſafer what Chriſt did, and to be abſolved 

zmmediately by the: Sentence of the Law of 
Works; nor fall we {ſo low as a mere Parti- 
; cipation of the Efetts of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


neſs, but aſſert an Dmputation of Chriſt's 


Righteouſneſs it ſelf re/atsvely to thoſe EffeRs. 
Chriſt's Right is applied, and his very Qbe- 


dience reckoned -to us, as what-pleads with 


God for thoſe Effe&s, and-fecures us againſt 
all condemning Obſtacles and Challenges. 
The juſtifying Senterce 1s not the Sentence of 
the Law; God faith not,- Tox have perfeRtly 


obeyed, therefore you ſhall {zve ; you have 


ſatisfied the Carſe, therefore you ſhall not 
die : Yet the Righteouſneſs which procured 
our Salvation, and-1s our adjudged pleadable 


Security of enjoying, this promiſed Salvation, - 


includes an Obedience as perfe&t as that to 
which the Law promiſed Life -if 'we had zo: 
ferned, and Sufferings equivalent to what the 
Curſe pronounced-againſt us when we ſinned. 
But becauſe we apprehend not where this 


Law includes ſach. a Sentence as. this, viz. 


becauſe Chrit- obeyed, you ſhall live tho. you 


obeyed not; and becauſe Chrift who ſinned -* 


7ot, did ſuffer for your Sins, you ſhall be ab- 
folved tho you have ſinned :;, therefore we ra- 
ther conceive the juſtifying Sentence to be the 


Sentence of the , Goſpe/-L2w, yet connoting + 


the - Law of : Mediation, and -preſuppoſing a 
SatisfaRtion made to the Law of Works, which 
we-conceive to be to this purpoſe. Thou be- 
lieving Sinner, I judicially eſteem and pro- 
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nounce thee to be one that I promiſed: ro 


my Son in the Covenant of Redemption, to 


pardon, adopt and glorify in Reward of his 


rfe&t Obedience to my Law, and- Sati(- - 


action to my Juſtice, which I acknowledg 
he hath performed : As alſo to be one of thoſe 


Perſons to whom I made a Promiſe of Pardon, _ 


Adoption and:eternal -Glory, when TI-offer'd 
theſe Bleflings to all Sinners who would be- 


leve on bim, Thou art therefore in the vir- - 


tue of the Promiſe made to Chriſt, and - the 


Promiſe made thee, adjudged.to rece:ve For- 


giveneſs, Adoption and Glory, and to have 
a right to plead the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


for thy ſafe and comfortable Enjoyment of . 
them 1n the prevailing Efficacy of his Merits; -: 
who alone procured both theſe Bleſſings, and-- 


that Faith upon which thy Efate is fo much 


altered.. Charity obligeth me to think that: 


ſome well-meaning Perſons who talk of -eter- 


al Juſtification in Chriſt, intend no -more - 
than this Promiſe made to Chrift in the Co-- 
venant- of Redemption : and by not diſtin-- 
guiſhing between this Promiſe, that all who 
ſhould believe on him ſhould be juſtified 4 and. 


that other Article, all the Ele pal. believe: 


on him (which is a diſtin thing ) they con- 
fider not that by the firſt no- Man can be 
juſtified. 7:1 he be a Believer ;, and the laſt 


ki 


Article only aflures 'that the Ele&# will be- 


Believers, and by the Conſequence. of the 


firft that they ſhall all be juſtified, bur: yer. 


not before they are Believers. 1ſa; 53: 10,18: 
He ſhall: ſee his Seed, and by his .Knewledg 
(or Faith in .him) he ſhall juftify many, are 


( } 


not- y 


\ 
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not- the ſame thing : The former aſcertains * 
the Ele& ſhall believe, the latter that they: 
ſhall be juſtified-wher they believe; nor could 
it: be otherwiſe even when - Chriſt upon the 
Croſs paid that for the ſake of which theſe 
Promiſes were made to him ; he muſt then 
purſuant to the Compact die, that Believers - 
might be-.j»/tifed, and the Ele& become Be- 
kevers, otherwiſe. the Articles of the Cove- 
_ nant of Redemption 'muſt be altered, and 
not- dire&t his engaged Performances - and * 
Rewards; ner can I chuſe but wonder to-ſee 
our Divines- in their Diſpute againſt the Pa- 
pi/ts proving that Juſtification is a forenſic or | 
judicial: AR, and” yet find many uſing terms - 
ſo. :mproper to ſuch an Ac, and omitting, yea 
condemning thoſe which are proper. - 
But to digreſs no further ; an ſee what : 
is this part of the difference: about Juſtifica- - 
tion; yet remember.our Brethren do not ſay 
we our ſelves did perſonally obey or ſutter, or 
are reputed ſo to do, but are reputed to have 
done it #7 Chrift; who was one legal Perſon _ 
with us -in the account of the Law; nor do 
they deny: the: Pardon of Sin, but own it, 
whatever others think of the difficulty of re- - 
conciling ſuch things; they do deny alfo that 


we can be faid to ſatisfy in Chrift, tho we - . 


died in him, or that we merited in-him, tho 
he merited. Further, [there's no: difference - 
about the Effe&s of the imputed -Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, nor yet about the Righteouf 
neſs it ſelf as including both his att:ve and 
paſſive Obedience, nor the r:-1e of- its. Impu- - 
tation, viz, when we believe. - : Kobe 
nd. 
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And ſhall we condemn each other notwith- 
ftanding this Agreement in almoſt - every 


T thing beſides the manner of Imputation,' and 


this 1s about what God accounts s to have 
done in Chriſt, and not what Chri/t hath done 
for us ?* Shall Men rend each other, becauſe 
one thinks there car be no Imputation be- 
yond what he grants; the other {uſpets-it is 
not an Imputation unleſs it be in his words 
and yet both grant an Imputation effectually 
available to all the ſame real Purpoſes, v:z. 
the Honour of Chriſt and Grace, the Ac- 
compliſhment of God's Decree, and-the Ac- 
ceptance and Salvation of Believers, as if they 
had never been unrighteous, with ground 
of believing hopes about it equally ſtrong and 
m_—_ - 

2, The other- Point undecided is, what 
-Title or Name we ſhould give to that Faith 
-which is required in the Perſon 'on whom 
. God's juſtifying Act doth terminate : our Bre- 
thren ſ{cruple our calling it a Qualification, a. 
Condition or a Righteouineſs. Others of 
us think each of theſe ' properly aſcribed to 
it, a+ Qualification as it 'diſtinguiſheth one 
Man deſcribed by the Word, which declares 
who ſhall be juſtified, from another who, 
according to the Rule of the Word, and the 


- | TIncongruity of the thing, is not to be juſtt- 


fied,- unleſs. the Divine PerfeCtions and the 
Methods of Grace ſhould be refleted on; 
for by the Goſpe-Rule he that. hath not 
Faith is to: abide under Wrath. . And how 
unbecoming and of. ill Conſequence would.it 
be to entitle a Man. to Glory,.. and- m_ 

Y | im 
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him to favour for Chriſt's ſake while he re- 
jeQeth Chriſt,. and is reſolved to tread under 
foot his Blood, tho it's from ' God's Promiſe '} 
and not any Merit of Congruity that the | 
Accepter of Chriſt ſhould be juſtified? - They 
calt it a Condition, not to ſignify any erit 
or Compenſation, which they abhor, but to 
connote God's Offers of theſe Bleſlings to 
ore than do accept of them, as alſo a Di- 
vine Authority injoyning a Compliance with 
the Terms on- which: the Bleſiing, is offered, 
tho that be no more than a meer Acceptance. 
And tor ſhew the 922127 of God's conferring 
them upon that Acceptation, they think it 
- May be called a Goſpel-Righteouſneſs, not as 
meritorious of the Bleſling, no, nor a full 
Conformity to the Goſpel-Precept, but. as it 
is the performed Condition of the offered Be- 
nefit acoonging to the Tenor of the Goſpel- 
Promiſe, which always ſuppoſes Chriſt's Sa- 
tisfation, and his paying the impetrating - 
Price of all ſuch offered Bleſlings. 
| Arid they are more induced to account the-' 
perbagingy Condition a Goſpel-Righteouſheſs, 
ecauſe the Goſpel ſo very often ſpeaks of a” 
ſubjeftive Righteouſneſs 77 ws, and denomi- 
nates imperfeth Men righteous {o exprelly with ' 
reſpet to that Righteouſneſs: they alſo 
think-that this-cannot be from-Obedience to. 
the Law of Works unleſs-it were perfect, which | 
it is not, nor yet from=f/l Obedience to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, which enjoyn no lets 
as a Duty .than doth the Law it felf; there- 
fore they can find. no. ground'of that Deno- 
mination, belides-a*Conformity to what the 
"450 4 Goſpel- 
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Goſpel-Promiſe appointeth as a Condition of 
the Good it entitles a- Perſon to ; yet ſtill as a 


7*© means of giving us in a way of governing 


Grace what was promiſed-to Chriſt for us, as 
a Reward of his- full Satisfaction: to: Legal 
Tuſtice. | 2. 
- But our Brethren' think theſe Terms too 
high, and prefer calling Faith an [nftrument, 
as many Proteſtants do, who allo call it a 
Condition : Some chuſe to call it a means, I 
ſuppoſe to note a phyſical Influence in oppo- 
ſition to what's moral, and expreflive of any 
Law; both which by the way we apprehend 
an aſeribing much more to Faith than we dare, 
becauſe it makes Faith efficacious from its 14- 
tural Aptitude and Activity, without a Divine 
Ordination of it to that end by any Promiſe. 
The Reaſon of any Debate concerning 
theſe Expreffioris lies in this : Our  Bretiiren 
conſider all the Goſpel-Duties and Benefits 
as a mere phyſical Order of. Bleſlings decreed 
by God to the Ele&t; and ſo one is given 
before the other, according as the Goſpel 
deſcribeth that Order : We grant. the faid 
Order, and ſhould infiſt on no more were not. 
the Benefits offered to more beſides the EleR, 
and ſtill ufed as Mortives to induce Men fo 
ſubmit. to thoſe Duties, and this by Promiſes 
of the Benefits zf the Duty be performed, 
and Threatnings of withholding the Benefits 
with additional Miſery to be inflicted if 
they be not performed, with an account of. 
Juaicial Proceedings towards Men with re- 
ſpe& to their performance or non-perfor-- 
mance- of the ſaid official. Terms, - But 
things 


go 
Py 
_—_ 


92 Peace with Trath. 


dications of governing Methods, a 


and Perſeverance fo. much: depending upon 


the affeRing of Mens hopes. and fears; we 


are forced to own that the Goſpel is not ozly 
a deſcription of the foreſaid Order, but that 
it 1s a Law of Grace ſubordinate to the Co- 
venant of Redemption. | 

Yet that none may ſuſpe& the difference 


 _ above what it is, I ſhall recite what our 
Brethren grant in their Declaration. They . 


lay, p. 13. We are true Owners of Tuſtifica- 
tion at the inftant when we believe. P. 15. It 
muft be ſaid that even in foro Det, im God's 
Court,. and according to the Judgment in that 
open Court which God hath ſet up in his Word , 


and according to the Proceedings of his Word . © 
{wnich #5 the Rule he profeſſeth to judg Men by; 
and therein he keeps to the” Rule of his Word , © 


4 Chriſt ſaith, ] judg no Man, but the Word 
that I ſpeak ſhall judg you, Joh. 12. 47, 48. ) 
God doth judg.and pronounce his Elet+ ungodly 
and unjuſtified till they believe, All theſe are- 
the words of Dr. Goodwin, which they ap- 
prove of, and note that he in wo!. 2,. of the 


Creatures, lib, 2. cap. 7. Þþ. 5 to 63. proves - 
ri 


at large, that Faith in Chriſt is of another 
kind than the Faith required by the Law of 
Works. They alſo fay, p. 46. God in the 
Covenant of Grace freely oftereth unto Sin- 
wers Life and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, re- 
quiring of them- Faith 4n him that they "may 
be ſaved, Note the Afſembly-; of Divines 
in Weftminſer, larger Gatech,- Q. 32. add 


7e- 


| ehngs being. thus,. and ſo very apparently 
,-thne in 
the Aptitude of our A4;niftry for Converſion 
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' requiring Faith as the Condition to interef 


them in Chrift, And lclſ. Cat. to- eſcape the 


- Wrath and Curſe of God due to us for Sin, 


God requireth Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Repentance 
unto Life, &c, And in the Savoy Confeſſion 
as well as theirs, Cap. 18. S. 2. The frut Be- 
liever's Certainty of Salvation ts not a bare con- 
jeftural and probable Perſwaſion grounded pon a 
fallible hope, but an infallible gs of Faith 
founded upon the Divine Truth of the Promi- 
ſes of Salvation, the inward Evidences of thoſe 
Gracesunto which theſe Promiſes are made, &c. 
Of all which our Brethren have approved. 
To add no more, they declare p. 47. it's an 
Error, That continued Repentance and Holi- 
neſs are not in the nature of the thing, nor by 
the Conftitution of the Goſpel, neceſſary to our 
being poſſeſſed of eternal Life: And may it 
not be ſuppoſed that nor is put for and ? Alfo 
that necefiny by Conftitution of the Goſpel, as 
diſtinguiſhed from neceſſary in the nature of 
the thing : Some of them may mean an autho- 
ritative or retforal /Conſtitution, 7. e. this 
Order is appointed by Chriſt as our Ruler 
wherein be hath enatted this Connexion, an 
requireth our Compliance. | 

Theſe things being put together, muſt ac- 
quit our Brethren from the imputation of ren- 
dering Faith, Repentance, or Holinels, need- 


{ leGor uſeleſs to Salvation, tho they icruple to 


callit a Caper Mn NEs 5 and we hope it 
may encline them to a forbearance towards us, 
who think theſe Conceſlions contgip for ſub- 
ſtance all that weintend by the Ss, Con- 
dition,” and Goſpel-Righteouſneſs, which ” 
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make uſe of as witat do more exactly, comr 


prehenſively, and to tome purpoſes more 
ſafely expreis whar we conceive to be the 
true import of theſe Paſſages when connected, 
and which we approve of. | 

Yet to put things in a fuller Light, I ſhall 
repreſent the matter as it ſtands by the fore- 
cited Paſſages, to all which they declare their 
Afﬀent p.63. The Brethren affirm God tn 


his Covenant offering Life and Salvation to 
Siamers, and requiring Faith in him that they ' 


may. be: ſaved; and this Faith in a Mediator 
commanded by the.Goſpel (and not by the 
Law of Works, as Dr. Goodwin. faith) with 
Goſpet-Promiſes of an Intereſt in Chriſt and 
his Benefits, and-theſe are made to this Faith, 
(as a Condition, faith the Aſſembly of Divines) 
and this in ſuch a manner, that the Believer 


may have an nfallible aſſurance of the Bene- 


fits upon an inward evidence of his having this 
Faith, as that Grace to which the Promiſe was 
made, wherein the ſaid Benefits were included. 
And alſo that this Goſpel includes that Word, 
which is the Rule of Judgment, by which Rule 


this Faith, to be a Chriſtleſs, unpardoned Child 
of Wrath; and him who hath this Faith,to be a 
trueOwner of Chriſt and Pardon : Allo that Re- 


God jud 4p that Man (tho Ele&)who hath not : 


pentance is of ſuch neccility to all Sinners, that. 


it as well as Faith, is reguired that they may e- 
{cape,and one may expect to be pardoned ina 
Flate of Unbelief. and Impenitence ; yea con- 
tinued -Reggntance and holineſs are neceſſary 
to our po 
to be neceſſary, not only from the nature of 

the 
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the thing, but alſo by the Conftitution of the 
| Goſpel. | 
- 1 apprehend this Account is fo equivalent to 
ſ CONN of Grace for all its great purpo- 
ſes, that I ſhall not be offended at what name 
they pleaſe to give it z and did not a fear of 
offending them prevent me, I would prove it 
to be all the Law of Grace which we aſſert ; 
| eſpecially if they would allow that when they 
| fay God requireth Faith, that Sinners under 
Offers of Life may be ſaved, it's upon his 
Throne (tho a Throne of Grace) that God in 
Chriſt requireth it, and from thence directs 
his Offers of. Salvation to Sinners ; and thence 
ſentenceth tem who live under Goſpel-Offers 
by their aſſerted Rule of Judgment. | | 
However, we have no reaſon to contend, 
eſpecially when bath agree the Debate is 
about the Inſtrament of Donation, and the 
Qualification of the Subje&t to receive a 
Gift, 'and not about any thing that meriteth 
the Gift freely beſtowed on God's part, and 
thankfully and humbly received on our part, 
A low degree of Charity would make allow- 
ances on both hands, when the Difference is fo 
minute. They ſeem jealous of the Honour of 
Free-Grace (yet owning Chriſt's Merits: ) 
we are for Free-Grace m oppoſition to all 
. | Merits beſides Chriſt's, but not exclulively of 
| all governing Methods in applying the effects 
of Free-Grace, They grant Faith in Chriſt - 
. | 5 required, that we maybe ſaved ; we more» 
- | exprelly fay,it's by a rectoral Authority: they 
;- | grant it ſo by the Law of Works ;, we fay it's 
* | by a Goſpel poſitive Law, tho we grant when 


. 
kt 


this 
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_ this poſitive Law requireth it, we are obliged 


alſo by the general Law of Natare to yield 


Obedience; yet nut by the Law of Works, 
as ſpecified by Adam's Covenant. .which Faith 


in Chrift was inconliitent with from the ef Þ 


fential- Nature of that Covenant. AJur Bre- 


thren are watchful againſt any mwherent Righs-.. 
| teouſneſs of Man:mingling with Chriit's Righ-: 

teouſneſs:: We, beſides avoiding of that, are. 
ſolicitous leſt men come ſhort of Salvation 
by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, through a neg-:. 
le& of what he requireth in all thoſe who | 
ſhall-be faved by.it ; and-yet we declare a- 
oainft all things beſides Chriſt's Righteouſneſs | 
to be any impetrating, fatisfyiffs, Wong, | 


meriting or compenſating Righteouineſs; an 


as Faith hath no ſhare or place in this Office, | 
fo Chrift's Righteouſneſs, tho the ſole -merito- | 


rious Cauſe, is not that which God by the 
Goſpel requires of Sinners that they may be 


faved by the Riyoortgrs of Chriſt, Faith 
ed Requiſite, and no more | 


-is that commanded 
than that; its place is thereto confined : and 


therefore here's no mingling of our Righteouſ-- 


neſs with Chriſt's, becauſe their Uſe, Place, 
and Offices be ſo very diſtin. | 


They ſeem moſt afraid of Popery and Ay-_ 
minianſm.; and therefore keep to this ſenſe + 
of being juſtified by Faith alone, viz. we are } 


juſtified only by Chrift believed. on, or the 
Objeft of Faith only is imputed to us for Righ- 
tecaſneſs, . We -are truly afraid of Popery 
and Arminianiſm, but not only of theſe, but 
of Antinomianiſm too + and therefore are in- 


tent to maintain #0 great Truths included in 


that 


| 
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that one Sentence, We are juſtified by Faith, 
VIZ. Tl eg [f.- 
7. That the Believer is abſolv'd from Guilt, 
accepted into God's Favour, and entituled to 
eternal Life in and for Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
and neither Faith, nor any Grace or A& of 
ours make the leaſt recompenſe to God, or is 
the leaſt Price or Merit of Pardon, or Life, 
or any motive inclining divine Juſtice- to 
promiſe or accept us into his favour, or to treat 
us. as righteous Perſons: This from our heart 
We own, and know that this is what ſound 
TT intended by it againſt the Pa- 
piſts. | 
d -2. Yet as God promiſed to Chrift in the 
Covenant of Redemption, all Belivers ſhould 
be abfolv'd, &c. fo in the the Goſpel-Offer 
of his Grace to Sinners, he promiſed to Men, 
that he would in and for the Righteouſheis 
of Chriſt, abſolve, accept, treat as righteous 
Perſons, and give eternal Life (already pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt) to every true Believer 
commanding Sinners to believe, and threatning 
that if they believed not, they ſhould re- 
-14in condemned, yea become ſubje& to ſorer 
Puniſhments : And that he would judg them 


- by this Goſpel-Rule of Judgment, Whence 


we are attentive to a ſecond Truth, viz. That 
God accepts and accounteth Faith a performed 
Conditign of this Goſpel-Covenant, and up-n 
it acquf®$ the Sinner from the Charge of dam- 
ning Infidelity, and adjudgeth the Believer, 
gua ſuch, in oppoſition to Infidels, to be,-in 
Cyr R's Right, "and by his Goſpel-Promiſe, en- 
titled to a preſent PR Intereft in the "uy 
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ſaid Abſolation, Acceptance, and Gift of eter- 
nal Life; yet as procured by Chriit's Righ- - 
.teonſneſs alone, and applied for his ſake. 

- To add no more, our Brethren in the Doc-- 
-trine of Juſtification almoſt confine their | 
Regards to the Satisfaction of Chriſt, where- { 
in Chriſt tranſacted with the provoked Ju- 
ſice of God : We, beſides that, confider a 
propitiated God in Chriſt applying the effects 
of 'his Redemption to Men im a Method of 
-governing Grace, but without any real * | 
ference in the DoErine of Satisfaction ;, and 
-withal ſincerely granting the Condition is per- 
formed in the Strength of Chriſt freely dil- 
penſed. Yet upon the whole. they provide 
againſt carnal Secxrity, and we againſt carnal 
Boaſting : They are far from de{zgning to e- 
<lipſe the Glory of Chriſt, as King, Lawgziver, ' 
and Fadg ;, and we as far from intending the 
diminution, of his Glory as a Pricft, How un- 
Teaſonable- and unhappy would perpetuated 
Conteſts be where the Grounds: pretencled are 
of -ſolittle weight? 

Thus 1 have inſiſted on what ſeems moſt 
like a Difference in the Doctrine of Satisfattion Þ 
and Juſtification, Some 'weak perſons may 
think there is a great Controverſy, where [ 
ſee-nothing worth our notice, they will ſay. 
Some think we are juſtified by ove AR of 
Faith, viz. Reliance. Well, but thy ſay ju- 
Rtifying Faith is-receiving Chriſt, &c. as well 
as a Reliance. Ay, but a Man ſees only with 
*his Eye, tho.more is of the Effence of a Man : 
But I lay no Man ſees without- that which is | 
of the Eſſence of his Eye. - Another mn 
juitify- 
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jaſtifying Faith as ſuch receives Chriſt -only as 
a Prieft;, others ſay, it receives him alſo as a 
King and Prophet; yet the loft ſay the con- 
vinced Sinner hath an-eſpecialreſpe& to Chriſt's 
Prieſthood ' as moſt agreeable to his preſent 
caſe z and the former will ſay its but an þy- 
pocrirical Faith that receives not Chriſt as 
Prophet and Kine as well as Prieft. - Nay, its 
not the true Chriſt, the ano:mted Meftias, who 
is received, unleſs 1t be as Prophet, King, and 
Prieſt, even Chrift Feſus the Lord. Ay, but 
{ome ſay Repentance 15 an eff of Fuſtification 7; 
but there be very few of our Congregational 
Brethren of that mind, and I ſuppoſe they 
mean Works meet for Repentance, and not a 
change of the purpoſe of the heart. | 

Nay, but ſeveral ſay,Faith alone 15 the inſtru- 
ment of Juſtification; others make Repentance 
the Condition of Forgiveneſs, What then? 
ſeeing the firſt grant there is no juſtifying 
Faith without Repentance, and the laſt grant 
the aptitude of Faith to. receive and acknow- 
ledg Chriſt (which I ſuppoſe they mean by 
inſtrument) 1s far greater than Repentance. 
But when both ſides conſider Faith as an or- 
damed Condition as well as an Inſtrument, 
they'l ſcarce diſpute but that Repentance is a 
Condition of Pardon as well as Faith, unleſs 
they would agree to join them together by 
calling Faith a penitent Faith, or Repentance 
a believing Repentance-z connoting at once a 
Sinner's purpoſe to return to God by Chriſt the 
Mediator, - and his cloſing with Chriſt the 
Mediator. that he may return to God by him: 
tho I think the end -; firſt agreed to, beſere 
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the way or means to that end is reſolved on or 


made uſe of. 

Obj. But fare there is a vaſt difference be- 
tween thoſe whothink we are juſtified by Faith 
only, and thoſe who think we are juſtified by 
Works as well as by Faith. 

Anſw. 1. Not fo very great ; when both 


mean that we are juſtified negher by Faith nor 


Works, as the word juftifed is commonly 
taken : for both agree that we are abſolved, 
accepted as righteous, and entitled to e- 
ternal} 'Life only for Chriſt's Death and O- 


bedience, as the only meriting, ſatisfactory | 


and atoning Righteouſneſs. 


2, They who ſay it's by Faith alone that 


we apply this Righteouſneſs, do alſo grant that 

Faith is not alone in the perſon to whom God 
applics the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and when 
they apply it to .themſelves, Repentance 
Love, &c. are Concomitants with Faith: And 
they who- think we are juſtified by Works, as 
they think its God's applying Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs to us, and not oxr applying it to our 


ſelves, that is the great juſtifying Act; ſo they - 


grant God juſtifieth us as ſoon as we repent 
aud believe with the heart, ard ſuſpends not a 
juſtified State, till }orks meet for Repentance 
or the Effetts of Faith are produced ; yea, 
ſhould a man dy then, -he would be certainly 
ved. | 
3. They who ſay its by Faith alone, ac- 
knowledg that ju/t:fying Faith will certainly 
produce good Works ;, and if good Works and 
perſevering Holineſs do not follow, it was a 
"dead Faith 3 and becauſe ded, it never was 
=_ 
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a ſufifying Faith, however men flatter'd them- 
ſelves : Alfo that. Mens Fazth,, tho not. their 
Perſons, is juſtified by their Works: yea the 
moſt Judicious own, that if Sin ſhould reign 
in-Believers, and they apoſtatize, they would 
be:condemned, (tho the Promiſe of Perſeve- 
rance make that impoſlible;.) and therefore 
perſevering Holineſs and good Works fo far 
continue their juſtification, as they prevent 
what would bring them into Condemnation z 
and Faith is the Condition of the Continua- 
tion of Juſtification. , See Dr. Owen of Fuſtifi- 
cation, Pp. 207, 2C8, 3C6. 

On the other hand, they who ſay we are 
Juſtified by” Works,. do account Works to 
be no more but the executing the foederal 
conſenting A& of Faith ; and fo. its Faith 


- exerting it ſelf by various occaſions; and 


conſidering 'that- the Believer's not only for- - 
giving his Enemies, but -his perfevering in 
Faith and Holineſs, are plain Conditions in 
many Promifes made thereto; and God pro- 
nounceth to Believers, that he will have zo 
pleaſure many Man who drawerh back, and 
he jpall die if Sin reigneth in him; . Heb.10.38. 
Kom. 8. 13. Mat. 6. 14, 15. They conceive 
that by Perſeverance in Faith and true Hoh- 
ne, they are kept from being chargeable with 
final and total ApJſtacy, and trom Obnoxioul- 
neſs to the Evils denounced by the Goſpel a- 
gainft Apoftgtes as ſuch, .and-are adjudged to 
be under the Influence and Safeguard of the 
Promiſes made to Believers as perſevering : 
nevertheleſs they abhor a thought that Per- 


' ſeverance in Faith and Holineſs, or any: good 


3 Work, 


5 2 4 bn At en SR 


. YO2 Peace with Truth. 


Work, is any meriting Righteouſneſs, or the 
Teaſt Compenſation for Sin, or entitling Price 
of the leaſt Benefit ; nor exclude they the 
need of multiplied and continued Pardor, or 
make they any Bleſling due of Debt ;, but they 
rely wholly on Chriſt's Merits for theſe things, 
as the only procuring Cauſe ; tho they are 
affefted and governed by theſe places of God's 
Word, which are directed to Believers as part 
of his Rule of Judgment ; well knowing that 
Whatever Sentence the ſaid Words paſs in this 
Life, God executes in part now, and more at 
Death ; but at the great Day it will be /«- 
lemnly pronounced, and perfe&ly executed. 
| Theſe reſpeRive Conceſſions duly weighed 
{ecure thoſe who ſay we are juſtified by Faith 
alone from the danger of Licentiouſneſs ;, and 
thoſe who ſay we are juſtified by Works alſo, 
from detraCting from the Honour of Chrift's 
Righteouſneſs, as having the ſole meriting, a- 
zoning Virtue and Efficacy in Juſtification ; 
and donot only grant Perſeverance, but think 
theſe conditional Promifes and Comminations 
are apt and deſigned means of it, in Subjects 
__ of moral Governmefit, and whoſe 
arfare 15 unaccompliſhed. 

However ſuch different Sentiments may ap- 
pear to others, I lay ſo little ſtreſs upon them, 
that I had not thought it worth my labour to 
have printed a Sheet againſt any man who 
confeſſed the neceſſity of ſaving Faith (as de- 
ſcribed in the Goſpel) to Juſtification, (Re- 
penfance and Love itill OR PInang, that 
Faith-in the Obje& on whom God's juſtifying 
A&R doth terminate) and the Uncloftuaines 
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of Faith to ſave any who negleRed to perform 

good Works, and to perſevere in Faith and 
Holineſs, Such as granted. but theſe things 
1 had never wrote againſt for ſcrupihg the 
conditional reſpe& of them-to the Goſpel-Law. - 

But Dr. Criſp's . Notions I apprehended dan- 
gerous ;, and they ſo greatly prevailing, my 
Brethren thought my confuting them neceſſary 

at that time : whereas I had no purpoſe when 

I wrote againſt Dr. Criſp, to intermeddle with ; 
theſe other points ; but ſome Coronet 
Brethren in their Attempts againſ{t my Book, 

did from a very few- occaſional Expreflions- 
therein, accuſe us of Socinianiſm, Arminia- + 
iſm, and Popery : and that they might have - 

ſome pretence to fix that Charge, they turn- - 

ed the Controverſy into theſe efſer Matters, 
whereby I was neceſlitated either to inſiſt on - 
1 them (however againſt my Will)or elſe abide : 

under the forefaid ſevere Imputation, to the  - 

prejudice not only of 'my own Miniſtry, but-- 
alſo of moſt of my Brethren.. 
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CHAP. VIII 


An Attempt to accommodate the difference 
between ſuch as ſay Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


eſs 1s imputed only as to Effeits, and 


not. in ſe and thoſe of us who think it 
5s imputed'in 1e. 


FOreſeeing an Objection that will be im- 


proved againſt a peaceable Forbearance 


towards a number, however ſmall, and that 
Rigidneſs may include in that number whom- 
ever the ObjeQors ſhall diſaffect, it's of uſe 
to kate it. | 
___ Objc&, Granting the forementioned Points 
to be redueed below 'a 'Cauſe of Difſention, 
yet the” Difference. cannot be compromiſed 
between fſach as fay the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is imputed [in ſe] for Jullification, and 
them who ſay it is zot imputed 77 ſe, but 
guoad effects. | 


Anſw. 1 think it may be accommodated ; | 


at leaſt ſo far as to cut off juſt Pretences for 
hereticating and dividing from each other : 
To which end I will conſider theſe fkveral 
Opinions, and. then reduce the difference. 
Fi;ft, Among them who ſay Chriſt's Righ- 
teoulnelſs is imputed [in ſe] there be two Opt 


nions,gmoſt noted, and whereto all others. 


are reducible ; Of both theſe I. have al- 
ready, 
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iþ ready treated ſo much, that little more is 
Fheedful. LEE 


I. Some think the Ele& are judicially, ac- 


»Þcording to the Law of Works, accounted to 
have done and ſuffered in Chriſt all the Law - 
| demanded, both as the: Puniſhment of Sin, . 


and the Merit of eternal Life. _ 
Such muſt hold that Chriſt's Death and O- 


; bedience are the formal Righteouſneſs of the” 


'TElet, and the formal Cauſe of Juſtification, . 


| and that from the firſt moment of their per- 


ſonal Subliſtence z yea, and (except, making 


{| Chriſt to be their Repreſentative) without any 


—_— 


| Gift of that Righteouſneſs, it being imputed 


not of Grace- but of Legal Juſtice, as Adam's 
Obedience had been if he had finally obeyed, 


Jand his Offence now-is upon his ſinning. +: 


There are others who are for this. judicial 
reckoning Sinners to obey and ſuffer in 
Chriſt ; but they hold they are not adjudged 


| to have done this, till they are Bel:evers ;-and 


then they are legally juſt before God, and 
as ſuch entitled to eternal Life. Thele ſpeak 
more ſafely. but leſs confiftently;, they limit the 
time, from a Conviction that rhe whole ſcope 
of the Goſpel muſt be contradicted, if Unbe- 
lievers do not remain condemined,-and Be- 


Jlievers only are juſtified. But” yet 1t ſeems 
"Zhard to apprehend, that Cod by the Law of 


Works accounts the Perſon of a Believer to 
have, ſuffered in Chriſt, and therefore to be. 
abſolved, whom yet he did-not account fo 


ſuffer in Chriſt while he was ani Unbeliever, 


{ ind. therefore condemned him, and. this by 
| that very ſame Law "9 now acquits _ 


? 
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FRnow, to make this conſiſt, it's offered that | 
the Ele are not Chrift's Seed. r:/{ they be--} 


come Believers... Bat this.comes ſhort, for it will: 
thence: follow that Chriſt in his Death was: 
a: tri Repreſentative, who perſonated Be- 


Hevers, [94a] Believers, which will induce ill | 


Conſequences :- And yet further, it is not: 


zrne, that the Perſons of Believers were /ſe- 


minally in Ehriſt when he died, as we were: 
in. Aaam when he ſmned; and {0 no-Argu- 
ment can be brought from that Inſtance. Þ 
grant that both the Merit and the powerful: 
Firtue whereby our. Perſons in time obtain. 
Faith, were in Chrift before we were born ;. 
bat that makes not Chriſt the Root. of our. 
Perſons at that time, but of that regenerating. 
Virtue whereby we become Believers ; and: 
therefore tho as to this change of our Qual:- 
fication we may be called Chr:if's Seed when. 
we believe, yet it's not fach a Seed as it may 

be ſaid of, we ſuffered in him, as we finned in 
Adam who was the natural Root of our Per-. 
fons, and thereupon. ſuch a Repreſentative as. 
his Deſcendents finned in.. What may be-; 
fad of Chriſt's adopting Merit will. have no-. 
place here, for theſe Authors make Adoption» 


to be an.Efett of Juſtification, and fo the-| 


Imputation 1s prior. j | 
2. There be others who are for imputed: 


Rightecuſneſs i ſe, bat cannot approve of.| 


the former manner. of  Impatation, among 
whom there is fome variety in wording their: 
Conceptions, but they come to one and -the- 


+< 


— 


fme thing, viz. that God adjudgeth the Be- 


ver to.be. one whoſt Abſolution, Adoption-4 


and. 
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| and Glory ' were promiſed to Chriſt in Re- 
- | ward of his Death and Obedience by the 
. 7 Covenant of. Redemption, ( which are pro- : 
4 miſed alſo to the: Believer h:ſelf in the 
3: | Goſpel-Covenant) and for- his actual Inte- -- 
- | reſt and Enjoyment thereof, as alſo Accep- - - 
L{ tance and. Treatment: as 4 righteous Perſon, . 
1 againſt all Challenges, God judicially ac-:- 
- counts what. Chrift hath done and. ſaffered:- 
1 tobe his pleadable Security: This we take to- - 
- | be.Imputation. : . - | | | 
8 Secondly, By the Opinion of thoſe- who 
ſay Chriſt's Righteouſneſs z5 n0t 3mputed [in ſe] 
but only as-to Effets;. they in Expreſſions: - 
oppoſe all the'forementioned account, deny- 
{ ing that the #7 Head. is true, and that the: - 
| /econd is--any Imputation of Chriſt's Righte= - 
| ouſneſs-31 ſe.. Nevertheleſs they-grant that. 
Chriſt's. Righteouſneſs is the .meritorious::- 
Cauſe of our : Juſtification-. by Faith, -and < 
ſeem to inſiſt moſtly upon-its Efficacy to that 
.end, as Chriſt's Satisfaction was the. ground - 
upon which. God enafted the: Goſpel-Cove-- .- 
.. vant, wherein: our Faith, tho imperfect, is 
| accounted .for - Righteouſneſs. Concerning. . 
-| this Opinion I ſhall offer a few things... 
' I. None ought to . narrow it, as if the - 
.| Authors meant. that Pardon and-eternal Life. . 
' are: not merited by the Righteouſneſs _ of 
3 Chriſt; for they affirm, thattheſe and-other-: - 
"| Goſpel-Bleffngs are merited by Chriſt as well. : 
- as the Goſpel-Covenant. Pray fay not. this - 
it's not only the Covenant it {elf, but thoſe very. 
Bleffings which. that Covenant conveys, that -- 
are. the merited Effects of. Chriſt's. Death and. -- 
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Obedience; they were his deſerved Rewards: 


which are diſpenſed to- us upon believing. 


T his I iwſert, to obviate a Conceit too much - 
improved by ſome, ſo - ſtupid; or worſe; that- 
they will-not- own this Diſtin&ion, and ſtill- _ 
cry out as-if their. Opinion- confined the- Tn-- © 
fAuence of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to the pro--- + 
curing of, a* Eaw whereby Men were to-pur-- © 


clafe. Pardorr and- Life by- their own Faith': 
VFhereas they are {o.far from-this,  that-they 


affirm theſe. Bleſſings were already accounted- 


purchaſed, andAuthority in Chriſt'to diſpenſe 
titem: before he could enat ſuch a Law. 


2:. They: intend not to exclude Chrift's- 


Righteouſneſs from: being imputed in any 


and” therefore ſhould not be charged to deny 
all -Imputation, or repreſented to ſay, we are 
pardoned and ſaved for our own Works, 


without any Impntation of Chriſt's Death and 


Obedience at all. 


3; In all which they affirm concerning : 
Juſtification, they ſtill ſuppoſe Ehriſt's com- 


plete Satisfaction, and- are ſound therein : 
None can accuſe them to differ from the Or- 


thodox as to Chriſt's expiating Sacrifice, or - 


impetration of eternal- Life. 


4. 1-could wiſh a very worthy Perſon of 
this Opinion would review his own account 


of Juſtification, wherein he ſaith; it's that Act 
whereby God: imputes to every ſound. Believer 


his Faith for. Righteouſneſs upon-the account of 
Chrift's Satisfattion and Merits, 'and gives 


Pardon and Life as the Benefits of- it, 1. e. 


of Juſtification, which he further explicates,. 


= brough 


ſenſe 1 for they ſay it's imputed quoad effects, 
t 
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| Peace with 'Trath; r0g- 
—Through Cirift's. Saerifice the Defe&ts of this 
Faith, which is our Righteouſneſs, are pardoned, 
and by bss' Merits that imperfett Dmy. is ac- 
counted: or ineputed'to” ws for Righteouſneſs, 
mhich it ts not 117-1t ſeif,, Had I thus ſtated 
this Point, Fſhould- ask my--felf, Do not 'T: 
ſet Pardon. too remote from: Chriſt's Sacri-- 
fice as the meritorious Cauſe ? ' And how can- 
Pardon: be the Effect of imputing Faith for-+ 
Righteouſneſs,  ( which is Juſtification, ) and- 
yet” God cannot impute Faith for Righteouf- 
neſs unle& he firſt pardon: its DefeRs for the. 
ſake of. Chriſt's- Sacrifice.? But the cauſe of 
my mentionmsg this Account follows. 

5. They do affrm what amounts to a real 
Imputation of Chris's Righteouſneſs 1-2 ſe 
at-leaſt. what ſuppoſeth this Imputation, and. 
| infers it to be-neceſſary :_ For how by Chriſt's 
* Merits can a Righteouſneſs a_ it ſelf mper- 
fe be reckoned before a juit God for our- - 
perfe&t Righteouſneſs, and. yet- tlnſe Merits 
for which it is ſo reckoned, not be imputed 
at all for: Righteouſneſs to us who haw that 
Faith ? Would Faith be. zo Righteouheſg, 
except the Divine Mind did apply the. Mer 
of Chriſt to Faith to make it a Righteouſnel: 
upon which I am.accounted righteous by.this . 

Faith, and yet the. Divine Mind not | 

to me that Righteouſneſs of Chrift, without 
which my Faith had left me ſtill unrighreous 2 
whereas it ſeems andeniable, as far as Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs is neceſſary tos make my per- 
| fonal Faith my Righteouſneſs: in God's ac-- 
count, that ſame very Righteouſneſs is ne- 
cellary to make my Perſor righteous in God's, 
Account. 
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account. Moreover, they. own that God pro-+- 
miſed to Chrift in reward of his meriting - 
Sufferings and: Obedience, that all Believers 
ſhould be abfolved and” glorified, i and can : 
they be adjudged to. this * Abſolution and - 
Glory without a judicial . acknowledgment 
that they are to beabſolved and glorifted in 
that. Right of Chriſt which ' reſulted. from 
that Promiſe made to him'?: And can that be 
without an, Imputation- of.- thoſe- Sufferings 
and' Obedience of Chriſt whichrare rewarded 
_ in'that Right of Chriſt, and thereby in thoſe - 
Bleffmgs wherein Believers have this judicially 
acknowledged intereſt ?. T hey alſo abhor a 
thought that our -Faith- cav-be preſented to 
God as any- Righteonſnes- in Satisfatton to 
Juſtice, Atonement for our Sin, or the me- 
riting Price of.oy7* Salvation : withal they 
orant there ff be ſuch a Righteouſneſs, 
and that this was Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and. . 
that our.Sis are ſatisfied for, 'we receive the 
Atonemedtz are reconciled, and obtain the Sal-. 
vatior 40 purchaſed. Now' is it poſſible that - 
things ſhould ſtand thus, and Chriſt's. Righte- 
opficls not be imputed to us? Can our righ- - 
ous Judg declare himſelf ſatisfied, atoned, 
and reconciled to us Sinners for the Righte- - 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and not-impute.to us that . 


Righteouſneſs zz ſe,- as what he accounts a. - 


Plea for us in his account ? Can we enjoy the + 
merited-Effetts of Chriſt's Death, and: that - 
Death not be reckoned what ſecuresto us thoſe 
Effects againſt the Challenges which the Ae- 
rits of it were deſigned to anſwer ? Finally, 
Do- not. theſe Divines oft reſt on and plead h 
- with. 


—_ 
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with God the Merits of Chriſt more imme- 
diately and diretly than a denial of Impu- 
tation will admit? when they ref on Chriſt's 
Righteouſnels, .- and- plead: it with: God for 
Pardon, (tho it's true we could 'not expe&t 
Pardon for it, were not Pardon promiſed for. 
' the ſake thereof, ) I think their Minds: 
oft a&t more diretly and fully towards. the 
_Righteouſneſs of. Chriſt,. than;.to_ intend it 
thus, viz. I- truſt m Chriſt's Merits for Par- 
don, as that Pardon is the Effet of. that 
Juſtification wherein. our Faith is accounted: 
through Chriſt's Satisfaction a Righteouſneſs 
- according. to: the Goſpel-Covenant, which 
Covenant was procured. by the Merits: of. 
Chriſt's Death. Sj 

[. grant there may be: uſe of this pro- 
greſlive manner of arrwing at Chriſt's Death 
for ſupport of our Faith as we confine its 
regards to the Goſpel-Covenant, and examine 
our Intereſt thereby as a Rule of Judgment.. 
But I humbly think that when: we plead with 
God for Pardon for the. ſake of Chriſt's 
Merits, we.have a more direct: Eye. to. the 
Covenant” of Redemption, wherein a Pardon 
was promiſed to Chriſt. for Believers: in -re- 
ward of his Death, and which the Goſpet 
diſtintly exprefſeth in this, 0:z.- That Par-- 
don is granted for the ſake of. Chriſt's Death, . 
as. what procured it. ſe, as- well as. what 
merited the Golpel-Covenant, which is the: 
Inſtrument. of. the Donation of .it. And {o-. 
by keeping, our Eye on the Covenant of -Re- 
demption, we plead Chritt's Right as. more 
:nmeadiately imputable 3 and by keeping our. 
{re | Lhoughts. 
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. Thoughts on: the Golpe! Commmlen between” 
Pardon and Chriſt's Death as the procuring 
Merit of. it, we . plead Chriſt's:very Perfor- 
mances- 7edtately imputed, viz. as our plea- 
dable Security for. our certain obtaining and 
ſafe enjoying, the ſaid Forgiveneſs. > 
6. The Reaſons why theſe venerable Per- 
ſons are ſo intent to deny an Imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs zx ſe, are, 1. Anappre- 
henſion that there's no peers, unleſs 
. weare accounted by God to have done and 
ſuffered what Chriſt did, which would un-- 
avoidably induce the Antinomian Scheme as- 
moſt conliſtent. 2. Bag I deny to be the 
only import of that Phraſe ; for when that 
Righteouſneſs zt ſelf is imputed 7clatively to - 
the ſpecial Effects of it, it's truly an Impu- 
tation of it i ſe; and whereas they of the - 
other-Extreme ſay, that / its being a pleadable 
Security for our Pardon; is but an Effect; I. 
anſwer, This Righteouſneſs it ſelf being that 
_ Security is an Effe& of the Compact be- 
tween the Father and the Son, and it's not 
this Effect is umpated, but the Righteouſneſs 
it {elf, as ſuch; and by the ſame Rule, as they 
can-deny it to be imputed zz ſe, becauſe it's im-- 
puted as a pleadable Security, they may better- 
ſay it's being imputed for Juſtification and for 
Atonement, &c. would make it to be no Im- 
putation of it ix ſe, for thoſe are but Effects, .. 
and that by virtue of the. ſame Compadt. - 
2. A.Zeal for the Goſpel-Righteouſneſs. of 
Faith : But that is very conſiſtent with: the 
- imputed. Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ;' and _tho 
both meet. in our Juſtification, yet -it's under 
, very. 
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very diſtin Conſiderations, of which after- 
wards. — | 
. Nor can I forbear again to inform- the 
: World that both Extremes ariſe from: too 
; | much diſregard of the one or the other Co- 3 
'venants, wherein the Salvation of a Sinner Fe 
 . 1s adjuſted. Theſe Brethren, forgetting the | 
Covenant of Redemption to which the Gof- 
| pel-Covenant is ſubordinate, too little men- 
tion the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; the other 
Brethren overlook the Goſpe/-Covenant, and 
darken a Goſpel-Righteouſneſs of Faith: 
Whereas a diſtin reſpe&t to the Rule of 
Satisfaftion and Impetration on the one hand, 
and to the Rule of the Application of impe- ; 
trated Benefits on the other hand, would put - - © 
a Period to their principal Diſputes. -Y 
| From this: Repreſentation of the ſeveral 
| Sentiments of the Brethren. concerned in the 
Point before us, a mutual Forbearance ſeems 
no_unjuſtifable * thing between them who - 
differ moſt ; and no conſiderable Difagree- Y 
ment remains between the others. 1. They 22 
who think the Imputation of Chriſt's Righte- Ep 
ouſnels in ſe, is God's reckoning we did and 
ſuffered what Chriſt did, claim a tender re- 
gard from them. who fſay it's imputed only 
as to Effects, for they difown the Antinme- 
mian Conſequences of it, and abhor all Abuſes 
of it to carnal Boaſts and profane Liber- 
| tiniſm, of which before : How unreaſona- 
| ble then were it to perpetuate Conteſts about 
this Point from the ill Conſequences of it, 
when thoſe Conſequences are denied ? On the: 
ether hand, it appears too like anne 
| 1g1Q- 
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Rigidneſs for them to condemn as intolera” 


ble, ſuch who ſay Chriſt's R 


ighteouſneſs is 


imputed only as to Effects : For whatever 15 
the ſound- of their words, they aſcribe no- 


thing to Faith or Works whi 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſ(s, nor 


ch belongs to 
to they de- 


trat from the Honour of Chriſt's Righte- 


onineſs any thing which theſe B 


ethren aſcribe 


thereto, and are Orthodox in| the Doctrine 
of Satisfaction againſt Sociniapiſm and Po- 


pery, When they ſay Faith 

| By wag ry mean they tha 
faction either to atone for Sin, 

No, they abhor it,and confine 

Righteouſneſs entirely : But th 

Chrifts Righteouſneſs is imp 


true, for they ſay it is imputec 


:n ſe, But ſhould that be fo, 
be far from a Chriſtian Spir 
placable for not uſing a Phr 
Spirit of God makes no uſe 
knew how to expreſs Truth : 
fallible Men ſhould pretend to 
S ae rh ſpeak what amounts 
And fo do they in granting C 
ouſnels to be the only Atone 


? Tea, 


an accepted 
it's a Satif- 
r merit Life ? 
oth to Chriſt's 
y do not ſay 
ed, that's not 
, Ay, but not 
would not it 
it, to be im- 
aſe which the 
of, who iy 
s properly as 
F Fe the 
to this Phraſe. 
brift's Righte- 
ment and me- 


riting Cauſe of Pardon and 
ceptance with God as rizh 


Life, and Ac- 
eous Perſons. 


But do not they think we ftapd before God 
only in this Righteouſneſs of Fayth, and not of 


_ - Chrift? No, they aſſure us, 


teouſneſs Faith is, it's. ſo by 


at what Righ- 
hriſt's Sacri- 


fice and Merits, and'it's only | a Righteouſ- . 


nels as a performed Condition 


deſcriding the Perſons who ol 


f the Goſpel, 
tain that Sal- 
vation 
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Peace with Truth. [15 
vation which is the Effe& of the Righteouſ 
neſs of Chriſt ; and whoſe Satisfaction fill - 
interpoleth between the Juſtice of God and 
a believing Sinner : Neither are they back- 
ward to aſcribe to efficacious Grace that 
Virtue whereby we are enclined and enabled 
to believe. Men may expoſe each other by 
fiery Debates after ſich Conceflions, but he 
who expreſſeth moſt Heat, diſcovers the 
more ungoſpel Spirit, if not the weaker 
Cauſe, and weaker Judgment. 

2. As for ſuch who own Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs 77 { to be imputed in the ſecond 
ſenſe, and thoſe who ſay it's not imputed in 
it {elf but as to Effects; if they contend, 
the firft muſt quarrel the other for Gonping 
in words what he grants for ſubſtance ; an 
the latter muſt be warm againft the former 
becauſe he will not join with him in offend: 
ing the weak, and hazarding Truth by re- 
jecting a Phraſe, which, well explained, 
doth properly expreſs what both intend. 

S | 
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An Abſtra of what helped me to avoid | 
ſome Perplexity concerning Fuſtification, } 
with ſome account of our being juſtified 
at the Creator and Redeemer's Bar. 


HO I avoid arguing any Controverſy 
in theſe Sheets, which are deſigned for 
E- Peace, yet I think it may promote this heal- 
| ing Deſign, to give a ſhort Abſtract of ſome 
Laoughts whereby I arrived to Satisfaction 
in the DoErine of Juſtification. , | | 
6. 7. Juſtification being a-forexfick: A, our 
Thoughts ought not to wander beyond what's 
neceſſary to it as a' judicial Sentence, nor 
diſregard whatever belongs to that. Here 
the principal Conſiderations are the Judg,. 
the Rule of Judgment, the Cauſe and Per- 
lon to be tried by that Rule, and the Sen- 
tence to be paſt by the Judg on the Perſon 
whoſe Cauſe is fo tried, which: muſt. be no 
other than what that Rule of Judgment, duly 
applied, containeth: Wo what ſome call * 
Conſtitutive Juſtificatiof, is {tritly no other 
than the Conformity of the Perſon to the 
Rule of Judgment, by which he is acquitta- | 
ble or rewardable, .or both. Paffve Juſtih- 
cation is no other than the Effect of the ju- 
dicial Sentence, or the: Perſ6n's State conft- 
dered asablolyed, or to be-rewarded, or: v,. 
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by the Sentence Mow  jadicially paſt u 
him, and ſappoſeth a Sentence, = Is > 4 
{ared: by it. £: 

$. 2. A juſtifying Sentence 7s pat upon eve- 
ry juſtified Perſon, and continues to paſs up- 
on him by the Golpel-Promiſes -applied by an 
pms wager All-ſeeing, Infallible, Faithful, 
Almighty God, Rom. 5. 1,2. The Goſpel- 
offer 1s the Rule of Judgment, the Goſpel in 
its reſpe&tive Promiſes 9-54 with, is:God's 
juſtifying. Sentence, and that, concluſive and 
effectual, tho not ſo diſcernable by us, as if 
it were ſolemnly pronounced. 1. Here the 
tranſcendent Perfe&tions of God muſt raiſe 
our Minds above Human Judicatories : he 
needs no Evidence, becauſe he knoweth all 
things ; there needs no Summons to appear, 
for he is ever with us; he cannot err in ' 
Judgment, for he is inflexibly righteous, and 
knows the Rule of Judgment in its extent 
and -allowances. 2. We know not what So- 
lemnity this Sentence may be pronounced 
with concerning us, tho out of our hearing, 
. what in Heaven, where there is Joy for the 
Converhon of Sinners; what at the Throze, 
where Chriſt is our interceding Advocate, &c. 
And ſometimes God condeſcends to make at 
audible to our own Conſciences by the received 
Teſtimony of his Spirit. 3. This Sentence 
is in part executed upon every Believer as to 
whar 1s promiſed for the preſent, as well as 
his Title is adjadged to what is reſerved for | 
the ſuture. The in-dwelling Spirit, Afhſtan- 
ces peculiar to Chriſt's Members, Aniwers of 
Prayer, the Comforts of the Roly Fueh 

an 
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and whatever ſpecial Actings of Providence 
belong only to God's adopted Ones, are the 
_Execution of the juſtifying Sentence, and 
ſuppoſe ſuch a Sentence :patit, as well as that | 
it is a gracious one. \.4. God ftill pronounceth 
a juſtifying Sentence according. to the variety . 
of his Goſpel-Promiſes, tho that great-one |} 
which alters our State -pafſeth upon our firſt | 
believing. As he adjudgeth us to Pardon and 
Adoption upon our -firtt acceptance of his 
Grace, fo he adjudgeth us non-forfeiters up- 
on or abiding in Chriſt, or: perſevering ac- 
ceptance, inſtanced as the various Promiſes 
deſcribe the Heirs thereof. 

$. 3. The ſame juſtifying: Sentence that 
God paſt by his Promiſes applied by himſelf 
in this Life, wiil be more ſolemnly and con- 
vincingly pronounced at the Judgment-day, ' 
when the full and perfect Execution of the 
Sentence 1s to take place. _ 

I. We ſhall be-as truly judged at that day 
as if we had not been ſentenced, or-the Sen- 
tence executed at all in this Life, or at Death. 
The wiſe God who knows the Subſerviency 
herecf to Pra#tical Religion, doth oft and 
moſt expreſly deliver it, and in words as if 
we were all to be among thoſe found alive 
when the Trumpet ſounds. 2 Cor.5.10. We 
muſt. all app:ar before the Fudgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt, that we may all receive, &, Rom.14. 
IO, 12, Every one of us ſhall give an account of 
himſelf to God, 1.Pet.4. 5. F oy what muit 
we'\give an account of ? Our Words, Mat. 12.36. 
Secrets of Hearts, Rom. 2. 16. uſe of T a- 
lents, Mat. 25. Heb.:13. 17. our Works, _ 

That 
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that is, every thing as gives Evidence concern- 
ing Mens Condition, as it's determinable -by 
the Rule of Judgment, and principally cen- 
ters" in this, Have-they ſicerely-accepred of 
the Salvation offered by the Redeemer ? 

:2, The Rule of Judgment and Sentence at 
that day will be the ſame as that by which eve- 
ry Believer is juſtified on this fide Death; it's 
no new or other Sentence, but the ſame-more 
{oiemnly declared, unleſs you'll fay it inclades 


the entire extent of the Rule for the time of 


trial, as well as that which chanzed our 
State. 
3. The great defign of that folemn Proceſs 


and open Sentence, is to vindicate God in 


Chrilt as no Reſpetter of Perſons, in the ex- 
tremely different State of the Danmed and 
the -Saved, both in this Life and Eternity, 
eſpecially fuch- as lived under the offers of 
Salvation; and withal to vindicate his own 
myſterious Methods towards the Juſtified in 
their paſt Life, as alſo them from unjuſt 
Aſperſions, 2 T heſſ. 1, Dan. 12. Mat. 22. & 
25. | But to inſtance no more than the firſt, 
he'll convince Angels and Men by manifeſted 
Inftances, that they whom he juſtified, and 
now ſaveth, were Perſons juſtifiable by that 
Rule of Judgment whereby the others are 
condemned ; and that the Sentence he pro- 
nounceth and executes 07 eac?, is the very 
Sentence which that Rule impartially applied 
to their real Caſes denounced. 

6. 4. The Rule of Judgment 1n its nature 
and {cope is to be principally regarded in 
order to right Apprehenfions concerning = 
juitt- 
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juſtifying Sentence : This determineth what 
is a juſtitying Righteouſneſs, and what is not ; 
this declares the nature of the adjudged Title, 
whether it be of Grace or Debt, dependent or 
independent; thereby is evident what we are 
adjudged to, and whether the Sentence pa(- 
{th upon ſeveral complex Conditions, or one 
particular one; for we muſt - be free from 
whatever the. Rule of Judgment denounceth 
condemnable, and not be without what it 
confineth its promiſed Abſolution or Bene- 
fits. to; ſeeing the Lord our Judg doth ſen- 
ene us as this revealed Rule takes hold 
of us. - 

$. 5. I find nothing plainer, than that en 
the one hand we are made righteous by 
Chritit's Obedience, Rom. 5. 19. 2 Cor. 5.21. 
and accepted in the Beloved, Eph. 1:6,7. and 
waſhed from our Sins in his Blood, Rev. 1.5. 
and we receive the Atonement, Ron. 5.11. 
And on the other hand, that Faith is imputed 
for Righteouſneſs, Rom.4.9,11,22,24. and we 
are juſtified by. Faith, Ron. 5. 1. chap. 3. 30. 
and by our words, Mat. 11. 37. and. by our 
Works, Fam. 2. 24. and Men are called 


righteous with reſpect to their Graces and . 


Actings ſhort of PerfeQtion; and that Chriit's 
judicial Proceedings are upon Mens Temper 
and Behaviour, at. 22. 25. chap. 10. 32. and 
Promiſes of Pardon and Life are made till 
to Repentance, Faith, and Perſeverance ; and 
the Goſpel denounceth Death againſt impe- 
nitent Ones, Luke 13. 3, Infidels, 7oh. 3. 36. 
Diſobedient, Rom. 2. 8. Parren, Heb. 6. 8. 
Apoſtates, Heb. 10. 38, and Workers of- Ini- 
cult, 
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uity, Zyke 13.27. .: Nor can it be overlook'd 
that Perfe&tion is not intended in what the 
Goſpel-Promiſe is made to, nor is the Goſpel 
threatning of Damnation levell'd againſt any- 
Offences conſiſtent with Sincerity. + Hence [ 
conclude, that when God juſtifies. a Sinner, 
the Rule by which he judgeth requires: a ju- 
dicial regard to inherent Faith, &c. - 

F. 6. By one Rule of Judgment the ſame 
juſtifying Sentence,. in all reſpe&s, could 
not: be pronounced upon- Chriſt's Righteouſ-. 
neſs, and upon that of a believing Sinner, 
unleſs that one Rule did either, 

1. Originally promiſe Life to perfett Legal 
Obedience, and alſo to that which was zot 
a perfe&t Obedience to the Law : But if I ſup- 
poſe this, I muſt admit that the Law did not 
denounce Death for the leaſt Sin; for to con- 
demn to Death for the leaft Sin, and to pro- 
miſe Life to ;»»perfef# Obedience, conſiſt not : 
yea, I muſt then conſider God to. enact that 
Rykg, of Judgment as in his #:/ relation to - 
innocent Man, viz. as Creator, governing by 
virtue of his abſolute Propriety in Man as his 
Creature. But if God be conſidered only in 
that relation, it -was inconſiſtent with his 
Perfe&tions to enat a Rule of Judgment 
which promiſed Life to any thing ſhort of 
perfect. Obedience to the Law he delivered, 
and which Man was originally capable v + 
obey. And moreover, we find in. the Xule 
of Judgment, by which he now juſtifie- Men, 
a direc reſpe& to many things wich that 
firſt Law was inconſiſtent with, « the Death 
of a Redeemer for - Sin. Faith in = 
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Redeemer, Pardon of Sin, and Abſolution 
from the Curſe which condemned us as Sin- 


ners, &c. | 

. 2. Or unleſs that one Rule of. Judgment 
were'the Goſpel-Promiſe of the Redeemer, viz. 
He that believeth ſhall be ſaved. Hereby in- 
deed the juſtifying Sentence would directly 
=_ upon Man as a Believer, and adjudg 

im to a right in whatever the Goſpel pro- 
miſed to Believers, = {uch. And conſidering 
the chief deſign of the Goſpel is to induce 
fallen Sinners to believe upon a ſuppoſition 
and aſſurance given that . Satzsfatt:on is al- 
ready made by our Redeemer, and not mow 
to be made or adjuſted : Many are apt to 
confine their thoughts of Juſtification to this 
as the alone Rule of Judgment, and the ac- 
count of the final! Judgment generally ſtates 
it in this manner ; nor can I deny but this is 
n _ reſpects a ſafe as well as eaſy me- 


But I cannot agree that the juſtifying Sen- 
tence is by this Rule fo abſtractedly taken : 
For, 1. This would too. much confine the 
Influence of Chriſt's Merits to the mere pro- 
curing of the Goſpel-Promiſe ; whereas we 


find it more immediately and fully conneRted 


with Pardon, and all other ſaving Benefits. 
2, We muſt be made righteous by Chriſt's 
 Obediencein ſome way leſs remote than this. 
3- The Satisfation of Chriſt is not hereby 
ſuffictntly acknowledged nor _—_ in our 
Juſtificazgn. Many other Reaſons hight be 
given why t am convinced, that when God 
uſtifies a beleying Sinner, the Sentence re- 


 ſpects 
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{pets him under ſome further judicial Conſt 

eration than merely a Believer ; and conſe- 
quently the Rule of Judgment extenſively 
taken, required ſomewhat more to conſtitute 
him a juſtifiable Perſon. 7-3 

$. 7. I therefore take the Rule of Judg- 
ment to be the Goſpel-Law in a ſubordinated 
Connexion with the Law of Mediation, where- 
in the Honour of our Creator governing us 
by the Law of Works is provided for, and 
the Ends of that Law fulfilled ; and fo the 
Sentence will reſpe& the imputed Righteouſ- 


| neſs of Chrift, and the Righteouſneſs of 


Faith too, the firft as ſatisfactory and meri- 
torious with our injured __— Lawgiver, 
the latter as the performed Condition of the 
Redeemer's Grant of the blefſed EffeRts of 
Chriſt's SatisfaRtion and Merits; and whereby 
this Man who believes is diſcriminated from 
ſuch who reje&ed the Offer of Salvation. In 
the fr, Juſtice is ſatisfied that a Rebel ſhould 
be abſolved and glorified; in the /aft, the Rule 
enacted by governing Grace is anſwered by 
the Believer ; ſo that the Judg is no more 
a Reſpefter of Perſons in applying theſe Bene- 
fits as Redeemer, than he was regardleſs. of 
governing - Juſtice. in the Condition upqn 
which they were procured by- our Saviour. 

6. 8. The Rule of Tudement then muſt. be 


' this: That the Believes ( tho a Sinner) whoſe 


Abſolution, Pardon, Acceptance as righteous, 
and Salvation were promiſed to Chrift by the 
governing Creator in reward of his Obedience 
and Sufferings, and promiſed to himſelf for 
the fake of Chriſt in the Goſpel upon his 

2 clie- 


124 . Peace with Trath. 


believing with that Faith which it appoints, 
is to be abſolved, pardoned, accepted as 
righteous, and ſaved. - - 
- From: this Rule of Judgment is eaſily in- 
ferr'd that juſtifying Sentence on which our 
State is changed, viz. Thou art that true Be- 
tever whoſe Abſolution, Pardon, Acceptance 
as righteous, and Salvation were promiſed to 
Chtfiſt in the Covenant of Redemption, and to 
thy ſelf perſonally in my Goſpel; and there- 
| fore thou art adjudged abſolved, pardoned, 
accepted, and an Heir of Glory by virtue of 
that Promiſe made 70 Chrift, and the Goſpel- 
Promiſe made to thy ſelf, and haſt a Title to 
plead Chriſt's perfect Obedience and Suffer- 
megs for thy certain enjoyment thereof, which 
will alſo be continually pleaded by Chriſt 
- thy Advocate. £44 | L 
In like manner we ſee  Confiitutive Juſtih- 
cation is our gi. poi ſich Believers,through 
the-Influence of the Spirit of Chriſt, as fall un- 
-der'the- foreſaid Promiſe 'made to Chrift in 
the Covenant of Redemption,and the Goſpel- 
Promiſe made to our ſelves, and fo are con- 
formed to the Rule of Judgment, but yet 
conſidered as not judicially ſentenced accord- 


-ing toit, Again, Paſffrue Tuſttfication is no 0- | 


ther than our Perſons and State conſidered as 
| affeRed by that Sentence as already paft upon 


Us, Viz, —_— pardoned, accepted as righ- * | 


teous, and intitled to Glory. Finally, Execu- 
tive Juſtification is no other than God's dealing 
with us as Perſons fo abſolved, pardoned, ac- 
-cepted \and entitled tv Glory, and his per- 
forming whatever is included in the pffing 
en- 
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Sentence, yet in the way, time, manner, and 
limits which the Goſpel declares. PAT OTE 


Creator's Bar, the other at the Redeemer's; the - 
firft by*the imputed Righteouſheſs of Chriſt, 


the Father to be Creator, or ſaid there be'two - 
aQually exiſting Bars. But-theſe are things -- 
too low for many words. - | 4 

1. I conſider God at our firſt Formation © 
as our .Creator, governing Men by a Law fſu- ' 
ted to their rational, innocent and perfe& Ne- -- 
tures, by which. Law he promiſed Life to fin- - 
lefs Obedience, and threatned Death for all -* 


«Diſobedience; God conſidered: in this relation © 
cannot be apprehended to enact a Goſpel © 
Law, with a Promiſe of Pardon and Life to -- 
the imperfett, tho ſincere, Faith of Sinners, - 

2. ] confidÞr this Creator offended by'Man's- - 
Violation of his holy Law : Under this No- 

| tion, 1. He.condemns the Sinner unleſs Satiſ--! 

F Ih faltion 4 
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ation be mon and excludes him from Life 
fate purchaſed by one capable of meriting ir. 
2. He would reje&t Faith and every Work 
of a Sinner as. Aoi or meritorious, this 
Offendor on to ray for the 
teaft Fault, or n_ leaft Bleſling. 

+3. Iconfider our Medzator tranſacting with 
our effended creatin any Ver. in the Covenant 
of Redemprion;, wl rein, . Our governing 
Creator emands Fo) f Chriſt, "if he would ſave 


Sinners, that in. their Nature he muſt obey 


the ;violated Law, and endure Death, and 
what was 6 cpinglent. to its threatned Puniſh- 
ment in their ſtead. - 2. He declareth that this 


Cen nar 105 thoſe © Falferings of this Media- 
: er1 


ignity of his Perſon 
Fai be ww re $425; attion for Sin and 
the Aderit of eternal Life, and of whatever 
fabſerved Sinners obtaining thereof. 3. He 


 promiſeth Chriſt as a Reward of his Obedi- 


ence and Sufferings, that whoever of fallen 
Men ſhould believe on him, ſhould be abſol- 
ved, pardoned, accepted as righteous, and eter- 
waly lorified for the ſake of what he was to 

0: and ſuffer; and that a certain number 
Og believe on him, and 6 be abſolved,&c. 
to his. Glory, and he have all Power, Authori- 
ty and Fdgment committed to him. 4. Chriſt 
Qur Mediator covenanteth to do and ſuffer 
what was propoſed, and accepts of the ſaid 
Rewards. 5. In due time Chri{t performs his 
Undertaking, and becomes entiiled to the 
faid Rewards, and invelted.in a right thereto, 
with reſpect to which he is faid to be juſtified. 
5. His Undertaking is allowed to eperare as if 


per- 
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erformed, at leaſt from Adam's Fall; and 
| hereby his Kingdom, and the, ſaving Effets 
| Of his Obedience and Death antecede his obey- 
* ing and dying. 7. Whatever concerned the 
Sinner's Salvation, was to be founded upon the 
ſatisfa&tory and meritorious Death and Obe- 
i dience of Chrift our Mediator. 8, an is 
to be conſidered under the fir/# Head as an in- 
nocent Subje& in a fſtate,of Trial, according 
to the Law of Works; and under the ſecond 
. Head as a Sinner obnoxious to the Curſe of 
the Law, paſt Relief by his own Merit, and 
yet upon Chriſt's Satisfaction ( purſuant to- 
the Covenant of Redemption in this third 
Head ) as ſavable notwithſtanding the Curſe 
of the Law. | 
4. As an EffeRt of this Tranſattion, I donot 
conſider only Chriſt our Mediator under the 
Y Notion of a Redeemer;as all will grant him to 
be in an eſpecial manner, becauſe he alone paid 
the redeeming Price : But I conſider alfo the 
Creator to beRedeemer as he gave his Son to be *© 
a Saviour, accepted the Satisfa&tion made by 
him, promiſed to him the forelaid Rewards; 
and fo far executed them as to inveſt. him in 
his Office of an accepted authorized Mediator, 
admitting his Kingdom to commence ae 
as his Death to operate to {aving Effects) be 
fore he acually dy'd, &c. Upon theſe and 
the like accounts I apprehend the bleſſed God 
Y* (conſidered efſent:ally, tho the Father emi- 
nently bears the Title of Creator, and ſuſtains 
the Dignity of the Divine Eflence and Govern- 
ment in propoſing the Terms, and rece:ving Sa- 
| tisfaction) to ſtand towards us inthe rela- 
pO | tign, 
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tion of a Redeemer, who hath received Satiſ(- 
faction, and tranſaQing with us in and by our. 
Mediator, in whom he is. well pleaſed. 


Our Creator being, conſidered thus as God. 
:n Chrift, who is ſatisfied. as to the Violations: 
of his Law, the Honour . of his Government.. 
vindicated, and the Ends of it ſecured, tho.. 


Pardon and Life be granted to Sinners, it will 


follow, that in a..conſiſtency with recoral . 


Tuſtice, he can ſo far ſuſpend the Cxrſe of. the 
Law towards finful Man, and exert his Mercy, 
as, 1. To.-be willing to. admit to Peace an 


Favour all whom Chriſt ſhall preſent to him... 
2, Tobe ready to forgive our Offences. 3. To 
make Offers of Peace; Pardon and Salvation to. . 
laſt Szxmers, begging them to be reconciled, &c. 

be expelled forfeited - Sp:7zt to... 
ſtrive with and work on dead Sinners in.or- 
der to their acceptance of this offered Salva- , 
tion. 5. To be long-ſuffering, and waiting to: .. 
be gracious in the uſe of fit Methods and Means: . 
to conquer their Reſiſtance. _ Theſe and .the . 
like immediately. enſae. upon .Chriſt's Satif: . 
faction; and if Men intend but Inſtances of . 


4. . To. return 


this kind when they ſay God was reconciled 


to us by the. Death of Chriſt before Converli- , 
on,we ſhould allow it : yet intreating them to... 
note, that the Curſe ſuſpended thus far, and the £.. 
Curſe remaved by an actual ztereft in ſaving , 


Bleſſings, are very diſtin&, as be Forgiveneſs 
with God, and Forgiveneſs beſtowed on ws ; 


and yet I fear many do detra&t from this Be- . 


nefit, viz. that there is Forgiveneſs with God 


for guilty Sinners, and Salvation for undone... 
Apoftates : this is 77 it ſelf a higher thing than 


-” 
# 
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that this or that Man is Partaker of it, tho' our 
perſonal Advantage conſiſteth in the:latter. | 
5, I conſider God in Chriſt Redeemer, making 
his offers of Salvation to Sinners, and ſtaring the 
Conditions upon which he will give the merited Par- 
don and eternal Lite perſonally to them, cotmand- 
ing their acceptance, with a Promiſe of applying 
Chriſt's Satisfa&ion in rhoſe Effets upon their Com- 
pliance, and denouncing their abiding under Guilt 
and Miſery, with forer Puniſhments if they finally 
refuſe. This 1s by the Goſpel : To explicate which, 
Note, 1. Compliance is 1njoined by a governing Au= 7 
thority, tho with a diſplay of Grace:; it ſuppoſeth _ * 
Chriſt's Sacerdotal Offering over, and is an Inftru# 
ment of Government refulting from a Dominion ac- 
quired as Redeemer ; and therefore may well be 
called a Law, yea, and that by which he will judg 
us. 2. The Hiſtorical Account of Chriſt's Otices, 
Fulnefs, Love, Death, and of Man's Miſery ; the 
Diſplays of Covenant-Benefits preſent and eternal, 
Revelations of Divine Truths and Myftferies, Goſ- 
pel-Inftiturions, and Dire&ions whence to derive 
Grace, (5c. are all to ſubſerve our due acceptance 
of this Offer. 3." If Chriſt had not proclaimed Par- 
don and Life to Sinners, we had not known that 
theſe were to be obtained by any of us. If he had 
not declared that he gave Pardon and Lite ro ſuch 
as have Faith, and none elſe, we had not been certain 
whether it were the Believer or Unbeliever were 
pardoned : If he had nor told us he gave Faith and 
then Pardon, there had been no known Order of 
theſe Gifts : If by his Goſpel God had nor offered 
Pardon to all if they would accept ir, commanding 
their acceptance in order to it,promiſing it upon their 
acceptance,and determining to judg Men as they ac- 
cepted or refuſed, then there had been only an or- 
der in giving Faith and then Pardon, but Accepta- 
tion had been no Condition nor Righteouſneſs, nor box 
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Man been juſtifiable by it, or condemnable to the want 


of Pardon for rejeQting it, 4. Acceptance of offered | 
Salvation, tho a Righteouſneſs ſuppoſerh a meritng +. 


Righreouſneſs of Chriſt, and can be no higher a 
Righteouſneſs than a performed Condition of a Law 
of Grace, by which Benefits already impetrated are 


given: Which Law differs not from a' Deed of Gift, 


bur that. the Donor expreſſeth a governing Authority 
10 the method of applying rheſe Bleſſings, and re- 
folves to judg them to whom that Offer is made, by 
their acceptance or nonacceprance. 5. Our Right 
adjudged upon our acceptation is a Right of Grace 
, and Mercy, and tho infallible, tr can infer no Claun 
© of Debt. 6. This Acceprtation is deſcribed by the 
Goſpel, and nothing is an Acceptatton upon which 
we ſhall receive the offered Bleſſings, if it be not 1n 
1s Principle, Nature, Extent, Operativeneſs and Du- 
#1ti0n, ſuch an Acceptation as the Goſpe/ doth pro- 
miſe its ſaving Benefits t9. 6. Tho this Acceptation 
merit nothing, yet Chriſt's Righreouſneſs being or- 


dained to merit Salvation for ſuch as ſhall accept of 


It, and this Acceptance being the Goſpel-ordained 
Condition of our perſonal Intereſt in that merited 
' Salvation, we can be ſaved without neither of them. 
7. To prevent Miſtakes I add, the E/e# ſhall in- 
fallibly be brought ſaving/y to accept of this Salva- 
TIO _ 


lh”. TI 
6. I conſider God applying Pardon, Peace, Adop- 
tton, 75c. to Men that: have accepted of this Salva- 
tion according to the Goſpel-offer. 1. He ads here- 
IN as a Fudg, 2. The Relations he ſtands in are as 


Creator and Redeemer ; the firſt ceaſerh nor, tho - 


the other. is ſuperadded. 3. The Cauſe is adjuſted 
by the Rule of Judgment deſcribed in $. 8. any 
this Cauſe partly refers to what ſatisfied the offende 
Creator for. this Sinner's Fault, and merited Salva- 
tion for this forfeiting Rebel. Here Chriſt's Righte- 
ontneſs 1s. the only juftifying Righteouſneſs, —_ 
kh 


did 
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hath no place in God's regard, who as Creator 


judgerh in this matter. The Cauſets partly alſo: Ts 
this a true Accepter of Salvation, for whom Pardon, 


Q # Peace and Glory were promiſed ec Covenant of 


Redemption fo Chriſt in reward of his ſatisfying, 
meriting Death and Obedience, and fo whom cheſe 
were promiſed in the Goſpe! 2 Here Acceptation is a 
Righteouſneſs, the want whereof Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
nefs is nor appointed to ſupply; and the adjudging 


a Man a Believer,intitled to Pardon, Peace and Glo- 


ry, upon the Satisfa&tion of Chriſt, I call Juſtifi- 
carion a&ive,. or the Judg's juſtifying Sentence. 
7. .I call ir a Juſtificarion at the Creator's and Re- 


deemer's Bar ; at. the Creator's Bar, as- far as the 
Semence refers ro what vindicated the Honour of *: - 


God's violated Law, ſecured his governing Authori- 
ry as our Maker, and. merited the Bleſſings, before 
which there was no Pardon, Peace, or Glory for 
the Sinner, tho a Behever, none to be offered, none 
to be had by accepting. Nor 15 it a needleſs thing 
thar rhe juſtifying Sentence have an expreſs regard 
to what that refers to, viz. Chriſt's Righteouſneſs : 
for as it was. the alone Condition of Chriſt's Impe- 
tration of Pardon, Peace and Life for Sinners, ſo 
when theſe are to be adjudged ro the Sinner, the 
Honour of the Creator, of the violated Law, and 
of Chriſt's Satisfa&ion, is wiſely provided for by an 
expreſs acknowledgment of, and reference to that 
Righteouſneſs, I call 16a Juſtification at rhe Re- 
deemer's Bar, as far as the Sentence refers to our 
Acceptation, or Faith as a Righteouſneſs ; for the un- 
ſatisfied Creator, who governeth and judgerh by the 
Law of Works, could make no Offers of Pardon and 
Glory to Sinners, if they would accepr, nor admir 
Fzith to be a Righteouſneſs, and yer-confidered as 
a Keknaer (as God was, when he had received Satiſ- 
fa&tion) he could nor again demanda farisfying 


- riting Righteouſneſs ro acquir, the Believer now 


upon 3 


fa bee 
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- upon ; no nor, [unleſs under the Notion of a Re- 
. deemer, require-Fgith as a proper Condition of 


Pardon, .Qc. wſe in the Covenant of Re- * 


demprion+irt was promiſed to Chriſt for Sinners 


as meerly deſcribed by Faith. But God in Chriſt 


as Redeemer could make the Goſpel-offer of Par- 
don -upon condition of Acceptation, injoyning 
that acceptance, and promiſing thereto the Pardon 
1mpetrated by Chriſt ; and ſo that Acceptation is re- 
ferred to in the juſtitying Sentence of God in Chriſt 


+ as Redeemer, as what diſcriminates one Man-who 


>= obrains the Pardon, according to the Goſpel-Pro- 
 Agliſe, from, him who is judicially debarred of* it. 

- 8. I think they who are altogether for Faith as 
*the only imputed-Righteouſneſs 1n Juſtification, do 
- £00 much contra& the juſtifying Sentence by ex- 
cluding that diſtin& Reſpe& which ought to be ro 
.the Satisfation and meriting Obedience of Chriſt, 
the Bll as our governing Creator can admit 


the-4dſolution of a Sinner. And they who are 
altogether-for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt as only 
imputed in Juſtification, do alſo too much limit 


the juſtifying Sentence; by excluding the Goſpel- | 


Righteouſneſs of Faith which the Redeemer regards, 
and by which he judicially diſcriminates who among 
. them, ro whom Salvation was gffered, ſhall obrain ir, 
and: who of them ſhall nor obtain it. May theſe 
Hints'contriburte to an Agreement between theſe 
worthy Perſons, -at leaft encline all. ro- Chriſtian 
Forbearance, I ſhall reckon 1t worth all my Labour 
and Sufferings. O that the God of Peace would 
Peace by any juſt means ! 
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